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SUFFER IO 


FROM 
Rev. 2.16, Fear none of thoſe: 
- thou ſhalt ſuffer; belnjd The 
caſt ſome of you into priſon, th | 
tryed, & ye ſhall bave tribulation ten daye 
be thou faithful unto death, and I's 
thee a Crown of life, 4. 


By Nathaneel Vincent, a Preacher z 
foner of Jeſus Chriſt ope: written 
his cloſe contineng a fewer 

- come at'him but 
vanely made up Whe 


{-: 
dP W j:- 


hondy come '-to- judge "1 ad. 
world in rightelibfeeſs. |. 7 ow 
Moſt Mighty Lord ! 'N 


Priſoner approaches to tby fonflo, 
| A and not without ſome confidence, be- 
eauſe be is confixednot for evil dong 

but for well doing. That which men accou 
his crime,thou haſt made his duty, and by de- 
ing this be bath incterred their diſplesfure,but 
be bopes he bath avoyded thine. He Was ny 
fo caſt the Net over a great many, that. 6-5 
more might be taken, and by being taken, ſet 
indeed at liberty. He was Hifiromn that 'the 
Subje#s of thy Kingdome might be multiply: s 
ed therefore be, ſpake to ſwcb great multinalery 7 
and be verily thinks bowever men may cenſure: >; 
it, thou doft not call it Raſhneſs, or Zea £6 
'K dccordi ing to knowledge. 

} © Sincethou haſt \ anrenngy 
; to go into the High-wayes; an wma BG oP Y.- 
" they find to bid to the M: 
: thou layeſt zn injundtion upon 7 
; the Gotpel to every creature, . to) 
'Y *y! OP dove ind * eres 
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 -thould be confinedtoa very few2 0b there= 
fore that every Five of them that hear thy 
voyce and follow thee might be incrisſed unto 
ſo many thouſands ! Thin Congregations 
are a lamentable fight: Let them therefore fly 
as a Cloud,and as Doves to their windows. 

Incline the hearts of Magiſtrates to pity 
and moderation, let their Sword be drawn 
only againſt thoſe that are Malefattors truly 
ho called , net againſt ſuch as would fain be 


—_ 


at work, for thee, and turning many unto righ» | 


teouſueſs : Convince them that 'twill be the 
deſign and deſire of a godly Miniſtry, to make 
their Hearers better Subjefis to their earthly 
Ralers, as well as to the King of Saints, 

Thy Priſoner who is in this Gate-houſe 
during thy will and pleaſure earneſtly Peiitt- 
oxs for bis liberty, He deſerves to be laid aſide, 
but defires to be uſed : he would fain bave 
the Priſon Dore open 10 let him out, bur is a 
great deal more earneſt to havethe Pulpit dore 
opey to let himin , that he might again be 
preaching of thy Goſpel. He longs to be warn» 
Ing the ſecure, who ſee uot the Sword drawn 

"ot againſt them; to be ſtopping the madmen 
who are making ſuch baſt to eternal. deſtragii» 
enzto be inviting the miſerable to mercy,E the 


uf xnto « Saviour. Where is thy zeal & thy 
t thy. 4 


ngth,O Lord, and the ſounding o 
; | Bowels 


ju \ WR : 


| of thee, even thy Croſs is not at all 40 be diſlik- 


" greater, then when be was at liberty ;*bis 


+ thee, that he honours the Authority thou biſt 


| Only be bath preacbed contrary to tht Magi- 


The'L "HICK* [ON, gy 
Bowels, and thy mergcies !'are they reftrain 
ed ? Oh pity immortal Soxls that are go1 
to Hell by Droves ,, and in ſome places the Fa. 
ftours are ſo far from bindring, that being 
exemplary for looſneſs and impiety, tbey go be. 
fore them to perdition, . + 

Thy Priſoner bleſſes tbee that ever. be bat 
t be ' botour to bein bonds for, thee, T he worſt 


ed. The eulargments of bis beart bave bent + 


peace bath been more perfedi:Thy preſence is ſo 
ſweet, that be would ga 6 any place to have 
more of it , Thou haſt given: in that grace which 
is glory begun : he confidently believer this 
Gaol will maks bim more meet for the glovious . | 
liberty of thy Children ; and that: be hal - 7 
praiſe thee for ever for what be bath endayed; _-: 
Thy Servant can ſay it with boldneſs before 


ſet. ever him 3 he hath put others in mind. © 
he ſubjc& to Principalitics and Powers;"t&' - 4 
be ready to every good: work 3 and remtenns” 
bers it is bis own duty to be thur ſuhje@;” - 


ftrates Command, becanſe thy Comman1 is fo 
expreſs for preaching ; and thou preſſeſt it up+ 
0u Paſtours; ar they” love thee to feed thy 


4 KZambs, to feed thy Sheep. 
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KA A [4 WD ATION. 

Ob - thou dreailfyl : and bexrt«ſedeching 
Fmage! cauſe the integrity of 1by Nonton- 
forming$Servants to ſhine ſo brigbt,as to breath, 
through all unreaſonable prejudices ! Let 
their rightcouſfnel(s. be brought forth as the 


Light, and their judgment as the Non. 


day 3 . that that ſeverity may be at levigth 


aſhamed of it ſelf that's uſed towards them. 


Ob haſten haſten thy ſecond appearing, that 
the ſecrets of bearts -may be diſaovertd,- and 
that it may be made manifeſt before men and 
Angels, who bave worſhiped thee the righteſt 
way z who moſt have ſonght 1he6;-a44 leaſt 
themſelves, $1 . 

Thy Servant being taken off from preach- 
ing, was willing to be ſome way beneficial 


#0 thy Church; therefore. bis Pty hath been 


going when his tongue con!d #01. Aud if ſouls 
art edified and eveonraged, if thy Kingdome 
and Name and Glory be any way by this Wri- 
* ting advanced, then the higheſt end will be 
attained, which is aimed at by him, who it 
net, who would not be bis own, but by milli- 
ons of Obligations is engaged to be 


Thine Eternaly, 
Nathanael” Vincent, 


Mb 


T 0 THE 


| READERS 


ry Eſpecially thoſe that were 


wort to be his Hearers. 


4 Readers : 
g Eed Arguments be uſed with. the 
ay. toſs't in a tempeſt to 'p#t into an. 


Haven ? or with the purſu L 
the avenger 40 fly to a Santtuary ? They dare. 
ger is the beſt Rhetorich 10 perſwade Ty, #0. 
' | that which 35 for their own ſecurity, 
' | your danger were more deeply and 7 ore 
prebended, you would haſten to the [an ec 
Name is a ftrong Tower, and who bath promi- 
ſed to bean' hiding 'plce from the wind,, a, 
covert from theTempeſt,as Rivers of Waker, - 
ina dry place, and as the opt ofa great... 
Rock in a weary "Land, If'z. 32. i 
TheDevil hath great wrath Reinh be vows. 
be hath bu't a ſhort time ': IWe 11 this 


age of the World muſt exp, ect” mare [OO C 


unto which be is referved,is baſtneng. His jt 
ſtruments are en? "aged, anddfive terial. 
qe Ti all their force and power, 40 the: 7 

' firengtly.. 
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ſrults from ) thedayof F 77 EP Bla _ 


ftrength of that Almighty Lord, who if you 
leave to bim, and truft in him, hath covenan= |, 
zed to wpbold you ? How inconſiderable is 
#heir" anger, when your believing thoughts 
babe dwelt a little won bis- kindneſs and 
compaſſion ? 


, a 

Be -not affrighted at the Croſs of Chriſt , 
'#will, when felt and ſweetned, be found #0 
more a burthen to you, than wings are to the 
Bird flying in the air, or Sails to the Ship 
extting through the Sea ;, "twill be a means to 
mend your pace, and make you run ſwifter in 
your Race towards the Prize of the bigh Cal- 
ling of God. If your Lord bad not known the 
eafineſs and uſefulneſs of bis yoak,, be wonld 
never bave required you to have taken it upon 


you. 


I bave Preached much to your incourage- 
ment : Now 1 am taken off, a ſad filence 
#5 impoſed on me : Only my mouth is ſtill open 
80 the Lord for you, that you may ſtand perfet 
«nd compleat in all the will of God. 1 
could not have ſatisfied either you or my ſelf, 

anleſs in this my reftraint and retirement, 1 
bad written ſomtbing that might be a furthe- 
rence to your faith & joy inthis bour of tem- 
-  Pration. Thebleſſing of the Father of Spirits _ 
, &9 long with this Book! Obthat believers 


\ —w 


i 


To the {- RS 
may be ſtrengthened aud refreſhed by it | 
And if enemies read it with an ill mind, 
the Author wiſheth that by reading it their 
minds may be changed, and for their own 
ſakes as well as bis made better, 


Nathanael Vincent, 
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ERRATA, 


- Before you read 1 pray corredt theſe faults, elſe the 
ſenſe will be quite ſpoyled in ſome places. pa 


Age 37. Line 12. for confeſy read profeſs. Pag® 43- 

line 14. for preſervation read preſervative. Page 47» 
line 18, for doth uphot4 read do uphold. Page 53. line 
15.for offences read offenders. Line 16.0fthe ſame page 
for heartily xead prejently, Line 17.for very read many. 
Line 13. for even read ſeven. Page 77. line to. for 
Goal houſe read Gatehouſe. Page 88. line 9. for ever 
read even. Page 100. line 21-for mw pwy91 read wy- 
Sirw, Page 104.line 23. for religious enemies read ene- 
mies of Religion. Page 167.line 3. for expreſſive rcad 
expreſs. Page 103.1 16. for ſhal read ſhould. Page 109. 
line 1. icr theirre2d this. Page 11 3. line 3. for loved 
_ read beſtowed, Page 119. line 12. blot out upon you, 
Page 120.line <.for but read beſ?. Page 12:1. line 27, 
for fear of God is ſeen fead face of God is ſen, Page 123. 
line 27. tor communion read conjurion, Page 1:4 line 
6. ſor fall cead fel. Line 16. of the ſame Page, for fit- 
tztread 4illed. Page 125. line 8. for unſpeakble read 
wncapeble. Line 22,0f the fame Page, for atrended read 
eftained, Line 24. for mouths are ſonzs read mouths 


gre full of ſongs, 


COVERT 
FROM THE 


STORM 


REV. 2, 10. 


Fear zone of thoſe things which 
thou ſbalt ſuffer : Bebold.the 
Dewil ſhall caft fome of you 
znto priſon that ye may be 
tryed, and ye ſhall bawe tri-* 

* ' bylation ten dayes ; be thow- 

faithful unto death, and T will 

give thee' a Crow of life. . .. 


'* Light is hung vp arthe porch of. © 

thisBook,whictisfo very mylles* 
; & -rions: the three fieſt Chaprety fe? | 
1 morecaſytobe inderfiobidthan thofoully".: F- 


4 * # 


follow:Here the waters of the SanQuary 
are but upto the head, but preſently they 

ow ſo deep, as that the ralleſt muſt be 
ainto(wim. Iam perſwaded that-one 
reaſon why the Holy Ghoſt ſpeakes fo 


= ſublimely,is,that man when he reads may 


ſomerimes lay aſide] the book, and cry, 
Q £:3S, O the depth! and being the more 
humbly ſenfible of his own ignorance 
and weaknefſcs, may pray with the great- 
cr carneftneſs, that the Spirit who was 
the I»ſpirer would alſo be the Interpreter 
of the Revclation 


- Seyen Epiſtles, or Letters, datcd from 
Heaven,indiced by tac Son ot God,are fence 
to the ſeven Churches of Afi: He who 
Knew their works, owns what, is right, 
taxes what was amiſs,and calls co 'repen- 
tance and amendmenr, and charges them 
co hold faſt thoſe good things which they 

d received; asbcing a treaſure highly 
worth the keeping The Captain of th cir 
ſalyation encourages to quit themſelyes 
like men,that overcoming they might in 


'  theendbecrown'd. 


- The Texc I have choſen lyes in the 
Epiſtle ſent ro the Church in Smyrne.Poor 
they were in the World, andyetrich to- _ 
wards God ; and itis cot unlikely:thac oe: 


WM. 1 
"a 


the ſecuring of their ſpiritual riches; as t<& * 
worldly things they bad been impovycriſh- 
cd. Chriſt knew their works, and as their 
works, ({o likewiſe their tribulation 3 he 
knewalſo how to ſupport them under the 
hcavicſt and moſt prefling burthens, nay, 
to render all their troubles adyantagiousz 
by conducing to their more perfe&t purity 
and peace 3 and therefore bids thert\in-no 
wiſe to be afraid, Fear none of thoſe nhmgs 
which thou ſhalt ſuffer, &c. Our Lord came 
ro deliver; not only from the ſling of 
Death, and from the curſe of the Croſs 
and afflition , but from the fear of 
both. 

The words may be analyſed or reſoly- 
cd into three parts. | 

Firſt, Here's a general encouragment as 
gainſt all kinds of ſuffering. Fear none of 
thoſe —_ which thou ſhalt ſuffer. hy 

Secondly, Among other ſuffcrings im- © 
priſonment 1s ſpecified and foretold; where © 
take notice 1. who is the procuring cauſe 
of impriſonment, and he is the Dewle 
2+ Phe perſons impriſoned, Some of you. 
All the Saints ſhall not be in bonds toge+ 
ther. 3-' The end of cheic imprifonmiar, 
which their God aims at in permicting nt 3 
*rig that they may be tryed, 4, Although 
they haye tribulation it ſhall not be lope Y, 

| ivd..; 


- Thwdly, Wc have a tri charge given, 
Be chow fait bful, and thar cyen ro 1heteath:; 
Perfeycrance muſt run parallel wich our 
hvycs. 
« Fowrthly, A (urc and glorious promiſe, 
perſwading to chis faithtulneſs and endu> 
ring to the end 3 7 will give thes a Crown of 
life. Herc's a ( rown, a Word that carrics 
great dignity and adyancemgnt - This 
Crawn is & Crewn of life, Gr, a Bving Crown, 
The Garland that's pur upon the Lars of 
triumphant Saints will neyer wither, 
their Crown will never fade; rhere will be 
nodeath coThrow it off again when once 
they have received it, This Crown ſhall 
be given 3 to ſhew that what they do, or 
can'do, bears no proportion to ſuch a rc» 
ward: Neicher cheir ative nor paſhve 
-. obedience is meritorious. Grace, Grace, 
>. muſt be writcen round che Crown of glo» 
xp, bccauſc freely beſtowed. I will give 
. this Crown ſaycs Chriſt: 1 who have 
. purchaſcd it by my death, who have ir 
wn my keeping, who am the Lord of 
?lory, and alive for eycrmore. |, 

The text is very fruicful, and affords 

| fevcral yery excellent and uſcfu] Poiney, of 
; Q® 


- »- *3lf) [ 3 as be Fm - , £4462 ; 4 . —” 
hiv d, it ſþall laſt buen dayer, that isa very 
hare ſeaſon; ' Pcrtnty 
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Dodtine. I ſhall-raiſc theſe ninc; which > 
flow naturally from the words, and n+ 
ſt upon them all. 
The firſt Dofrine is this , He tha 
will wy a ew ma be a Rees | 
The ſccond this, No ſufferings ſbeatd 
cauſe the Saints to be afraid, s A 
The third this, Ammg other rrpublt 
ſes Beliovers andure bonds and improſes 
ment, 
The Fourth this, The Devilis the 6 49- 
priſorer of Believers. 
The Fifth chis, That Sami: are rmpriſencd, 
that they way be tryed. 
The Sixch this, The Tribulation of Bu: 
lievers will not laft alwayes, after tem. des, 
_ 1 4 ſhort time, aperivd will be par 20 


” he Seycnth Do&rine is this, Whet- 
ſoever ſufferings « Chriſtian #1 1:xoſed 16, by 
wuſt bt fanhbfal, 


ow ek this, 4 Chriſtians f, 
ne); muſt run oy alll with bi life, to os 
death be muſt br fhedfaſt. ; 


The Ninth and laſt is this, 4 
thoſe who continue faithful we death, er 


will certainly beſtow a Crown of life aud inner; 


taty. 
The Firſt DoQrines wwe 
He that will bs a Saint ſhall be a ſufferer. 
| The 


Lno”Y 
A 


' _ 
» 


=, 304 


> badly Ro 
ee dar ot en he Ik oy truth, 
ah Apoſtic tells whac afflitions and 
perſecutions he mer with, and peremp* 
corilyaffirms,chac none fliall eſcape.Perſe» 


# ſecurign#they ſhall mect with, if. not-in 


one-kind,inanochcr, Drops ſhall fall uren 
Every Saint,though ſome may be wet with 
greater ſhowers, 2 Tim. 3. 10, 11, 12; But 


' thes baſ# fully known my Doltrive, manner 


of life, purpoſe, faith,/onge ſuffering ghar Y,pati- 
Eee, perſecutions, x ran heck Came unto 
wat Antioch, «t Janium, «t. Lyſtra, what 
{ecu trons [ entered there : But out of them 
the Lord delivered me: yea and all that will 


live godly is Chriſt Taſges fhall ſuffer . perſecmti« 


">. Conſult alſo, Att. = 22, Confirming 
the ; fonts of the Diſciples, and exhorting thew 
nn eMiingtinthe faith, and we muſt through 


which tribulation enter into the Kingdom of Ged. 


F- journits end is; glorious, bur the way 
. LD that leads to it, it lies through - 


$ 
% Self- Babs and-the 
ines which Chriſt; preache. 
followers, Luk. 9, 23. 4rd 
em all, if any. man | will come 


cribulatle 


6 all 6 
be = wnto 


I | md, lit bim deny bimſelf, ard Ca 


ke HEE 4 
_ ___ | | tio 


"ora beg we the th Tr * \ 
to- One is, ek, the ſu 1 
ariſe? Theother, What 7 the v1 of this 
diſpenſation 7 Or, why the Loyd f ; theſt 
ke loves, to be 'rhus exerciſed > © _ 

Fitſt, whence the ſuf rings of the Saint} 6s 
riſe? They are both from the god of th& 
world, "I'f from the world it ſelf. rth and 
H:1t do both combine to ctouble i the heirs 
of Heaven, as they are going to their inhe- 
rirance. 

1. The Saints ſufferings ariſe ſrow the 
22d of this world : So' Satan in Sctiprure ' 
called. He commands the generality '0 
the world, who are at His ſervice, and are 
lead by him ar his pleaſare - and hoſt 
whom he cannot rule, he is refolyed, wt 
he can, to moleſt and diſquier. The 
vil began berimes 3 righteous Abel did oo 
the «ffc&s of his enmity and hacred ;, vb 
he continnes this perſecuting! Trade, 
this yery hour. And till the whole 
of Chrift be taken up where che Head 
Sian will be as a thorn, to pietce 
crouble chem. 

It will pot be amiſs ro. examine * 
matter furthet'3 ant'to ſearch into” 
cauſe, why Sxtan thts endeavauirs [cs —Y 
the Saints wirk ſufferings. 

£ The Devil bears an tmplatabls bac 

B 
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thi.Saint: Head, the Lard Feſus, He would 

fain bave killed Chriſt from che births and 
iicited Heree, to wake ſuch weeping and lamen- 
1atien in Rows, of the children thar 
were {o inhumanly butchered, 4«:.2. Our 


"+ Lord was temapacd by the Devni, Mace 4. who 


the Firſt Adow 3 but he could 
tf Prevail. The Dev! 5s ſaid to bave pus 
3 into the heart of Fudes to betray Chrif. All 
which plainly fhkcws his hatred of the Son 
of Gad- The works of! Chrift and of Sa- 
tan, arc quite contrary. Satans work is to 
murther and deſtroy z therefore ke hath 
his name Apellyen, Rev. g. 11. But Chrifts 
work is to ſayc. The Son of Gad was ma* 
cd to this very end,that he might de- 
ſtroy the works of this Deſtroyer ; and the - 
" $6n of God hath got the Vitory, He bath 
ſpojled Frincipalties and Powers, and. made a 
ſhew of them «openly, triumphing over them in 
Pr Col.2.15. Heis now aſcended on 
*high, and is at his Fathers right band: And 
the old Dragon being full of wrath, to ſce 
him ſocxaltcd, pics his venom at the 
Members, which arc in his reach, for the 
"Heads ſake: And furcly our Lord will 
look: upon, himſelf as 'the more obliged 
- to ſtand by his ſuffering fervants, ſince 'tis/ 
* for his ſake partly, thay NL atrerlne, ; 
FR | o 


would _ bave foiled the Second, as 
head done 
not 


2; Tho; Devil is full of envy at Belibunrs 
thewſoives, Aﬀloon aeepcr hc had ſinned; 
preſcaily che chains of darkaeſs were clape 
upon bimihe was ine co 
to hell; no patience being ſewn, no py 
extcaded;no means of recovery os, 
2 Pet. 2. Ged ſpared net the Angels that bones 
bet caſt thew dawn to Hill, and delvvered then 
into chains and Jarkneſr zo be reſerved —_— 
went. But beizeycrs, cbough by nature th 
children of wrath and difobedience,are pi+ 
tied, pardoned, adopted; {ſaved : A 
dy is provided, and that Remedy made 
effeQtual, chrough the application of it;.20 
their recovery, and the recovery of their 
loſt blefſedneſs- Now this fills Satan with 7 
eavy, which is both his fia and torcares. 
2nd envy ſtirs! him up ,codo what mile * 
chief he1s able: _ —- 
3. The Devil diſlikgs bolipeſs whete-twe, hl 
finds it, Hz hates indeed all the children! 
men ;' but thoſe that are ſanAified and - 
renewed; ina fpecial manner. As be furs _ 
terly deftiture of; ſo be wterly —_ 2 
abhors the image of God, which, hewy: ©: 
the fearful deprivation of his natute. .:Tis © 
no wonder i& runs te the utmalt-lengyyet - ; 


oy at ther. - -- 


' his chain to harsy the :Sainth, who ha y; 
: $6. 


© pf the old, and pit on thi vim man, which 
| after God is created in righteouſneſs and tru 
belmeſs, Eph.'4: 24. Sin is atrived at its 
full growch, 'cis come to its perfeftion in 
the Devil. Holineſs heftrikesat, and cn- 
deavours to diſcourage and hinder whete- 
ever hc finds ite! Thoſe who referable Sa- 
tan in this, the meaſure of their iniquity is 

fuller than they are aware of. 
4» The Devil deſigns by the prrſecuting of 
the'Santi,"to' promote bis intereſt and Kivgdow. 
'This Prince of darkneſs is a very proud 
ſpiric, he would,by his good will. have the 
whole world his ſlaves and vaſſals. How 
does he rage, when any of them, whom he 
lead captive, are reſcued from him ! He is 
f{edulous to eſtabliſh his Throne and Prin- 
cipality. Oh that Saints were as zealous 
.,, anddiligent to advance the honour and 
” © intercſt of the King of Saints ! The Devil 
hepes to promote his Kingdom, not only 
flattering ſinners into his (ubjeRion,but 
{oby affrighting them from the ſervice 

of another Lord. 

. . "There are theſe five wayes whereby Sa+ 
tan is like tobe advantaged in times of (ut- 
fering. 

' 1, Heis likely ro get advantage, by 4ſ- 
C0ur agin the weak 1 fauh, He hopes that 
. they who have but weak hands, and ow 
f neces 


\ 


” 100 ©» S UP 


"'C''.' ) | 
kgees, will not cafily ger ove ole Fs 
bling blocks, which in-times of trouble axe = 
caſt in theic way. And it their hearts' do 
faint and fail,uot only they them(clycs,bur 

cligion looſes ground ;arid what ground 
is lot, the Deyil gains. He ſer- y oo 
when he was weak 3 and bow far did 
prevail ? Peter falls moſt Prandrr, by 
his fall coſt him dear + and bow: was the Ek 
prejudice againſt Chriſt in theHigh "Peiaſts | 
Hall ea:cea(cd, when on? of his followers, 
thus wich curſing and fwearwg, did ſo ut» 
terly deny him ? Satan -d&clires to, baye 
weak Saints eſpecially,that he may ft then 
as wheat : Tis well our Lord prayes fox 
them, that their faith may wot fel inthe hour 
of rempration. _ : 

2. Satanis likely to. ger advantage, by.: 
making the T emperaries fall away. He kno\ 
that the (Sun 'of perſecution. ſhining bot 
will ſcorch the Sced- that's ſown, 4 ' 
ſprings up in ſtony ground oedſeb-iy 1.2.21. 
Temporary believers are quickly: offended; 
at Chriſt, and become unbelieycrs 3h 
I' a ſtorm ariſes, they will leave; rhe hip bh 
where Chriſt is, and Joving carnal” caſe 
and an whole skin, will-put in to _ _ 
harbour. Let Chriſt be. alone, if ke wills; * 
io a tempeſt; they will nor: then accomy. 
pany him.' And NN many of theſe: yy 

3 IG 
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\' [ound Diſciples do forſake the Lord, ca 
. Nai hearts are more confirmed and hard- 
ned againſt him 5 as if 'rwere unſafe, and 
conlequently a very unwiſe part to be of 


away of temiporary belieycrs, is very like 
a Maſter who is{9 much deſerted. 


$man is likely to ger advantage in 


t Wewithout, from coming 4n, and cloſing 
with Chriſt Jeſus, When any begin to be- 
think cheraſelyes, tro confider their wayes, 
4nd to mind ſalvation, the Deyi), eſpecial- 


þ.. wich ſuch ſuggeſtions as theſe » That'the 
| Croſs of Chrift is heavy 3 that'tis dreadful 
5 be hated of all men ; that ttibulation 


18, credit, eſtate, nay; and perhaps life 
may be called for, as ſoon as cyer Chriſt 
xcloſcd with. And hereby he ftrangely 
and ſtrongly preyails upon timerous and 
| cortupted nature. Tor bad better, (ayes Sa- 
tans vnderfland when you are well and hee your! 
bad better lrve 1n prace and plenty, 


Fo 2h your wAy,end by that ſingularity make fo many 
ehemins, and pull dows wpen your beads ſo many 


the nuo'er of his followers. Tone going 


' ly @ hinder others from engaging to ſuch” 


ce te of ſuffering, by faving off them' 


ly in the day of calamity, fills their minds: 


{1 pinch their fleſh ; chat name, relati» 


* ſelvisſo; 
| 4th whef theſe abont you do, than br ſmgular- 


* awbies, And truly the fich bath-an open | 
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though « be very ug» © 
rcalonable and | cmgaye * | 
4- Saran is likely to get advantage in 
the time of ſufferings, By lefſemng the Saves 
number: He cares not how maay of theſe 
are cut off; he delights in the bigh' and 
crying fin of thoſe wha be. the Sainrs Des © 
ſtroyers 3 and he knows that whea belie> 
vers arc cut off, though he cannot trouble 
thew, they cannot trouble $w» any longear, 
by undermining of his Kingdom, as betore ©. 
they did- Saitts, whoſe faicti,and lovezand + 
hope, ſer them aboye the fear of (ufferingy, 
are perſons whom the Devil fears, 4s well 
as hates ; therefore he wilhes he were well 
rid of them : theſe will hearwen and | 
then their brethren to ſtand faſt in the Lord; 
theſe conſequently are che marks at which 
he aims, and would fain quite tua thega,” 
down to the very grave by trivulation. - : , ® 
' 5. Satan is likely to get adyantage in * 
the riene of lulfcay thy bindring the reaching 
and progreſs of the oe Where pet{ecutian 
is vehement, Viſton grows rarc 3 in-tholg - 
places where the joyful ſound, the glad © * 
tydings of peace, uſed © be heard; thete is © 
2 (ad ſilence, The Prophets ate drivenin- - 
ro corners,” and not ſuffered tocryaloud. 
/rofinmers ro awaken them, 4d tur thew 
freim darkreſſe te light, aid from the powitr of | 
: B 4 Satay 


'- S4 wn God' And when faithful La» 

bourers arc thrown afiic;' Satan cxpetts a 
plentiful harycſt. T1187 | 
\ "Thus theDevil aims at the! promoting of 
his Kingdomby Rriking at the Saints :Bur 
the Lord commonly at laſt ou:-hoots him 
tn his own bow, and makes theſe (uffer» 
ings cend to theſufferers goodzand the Gor 


ſpcls glory and'cacreaſe. God can:a :com- 


-» Pliſh hisends by means that ſcemr contrary; 


he can make Sarah and perſccutors (erve 
his Son by enlarging of his Borders, which 
*® c[heythoughrand hoped to have narrow- 
- , ed. He can thref forth ( (o the word in 
the origioal *«&«a fignifics:) Labourcrs 
into his Narveſt-again. And though men 
and Devils ſtand ro hinder their entrance 
and workiog/ if th: Lord 1br»ft them in, in 
they ſhall go; and work with more power 
and ſucceſs then ever. | 
2, The Saints ſufferings ariſc, as from 
the god of this world, iſo frem the world 14 
fof. Whar Chriſt (aid conecrning the 
_ . Jewes who wentabout to kill him, may 
be applicd to thoſe who are the re wage 6 
 'of his Members, They are of their father t 


Devil, and the luſt of their father they will dg, 


John $. 44. Hc is 2 Lyar and 4 Murtberer, 
and ſoare they. They firſt raiſe lycs of 
Belicycrs, confidently affirming them 6 


4 —_ ee Av. 82a @ A—=__ 
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be.rcbellious,. ſedirious cnemics to Kinge 
dames (though indeed'the Pillars of the 
Nations where they: live and having ly+ 
ed againſt chem, they cudcavour their ru» 
ine; having milrepreſcaied them, they 
fall upon them : T hey lye 1 (aying, the 
Saints are not fit'to live, aid then they 
ftcive toroot thee ovt of the. Land of the 
living. Thus they make nothing of cranſ- 
grefſiog-at once bouh the fixchy and the 
ninth do pts nyt 


W105, 


. | Now the reafon, which moves, the men 
of this world to.trgyble che Saigts,af God 
is fourtold. | + | 
1» The $«jnts are rot. of the world. ' Our 
Lotti! ſpeaks thus to his Diſciples, Jeb. 15, 
19. Jf ye wereof the world, the world maw!d lows 
hus own, but breagſe ye ere net of the world,but I 
bave choſen you out of 'the world, therefe56 the 
world bateth yew, Again, he {peaks tg. the 
ſame purpolc, Fobs I7. 14. 1 have £1468 
ther thy word, and. the world bath hated them, 
the xeaſon is, becauſe they are nctof the warld, 
12112-48 TI am 10t of the wirld. Belicycrs 27c un» 
' -kketbe men of the world,and this anlike- 
»#ſi'is the ground of «like. They dare not 
be careleſs of their ſouls, fearleſsof God, 
prodigal of the day of Grace, asthe,world 
ate»; They are not conformed to this world, but 
drgnr formed. by tbe rereming of their minds, 6 
1 


x 
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thay prove what is the gord, the acceptable and 
perfelt will of Ged, Rom. 12. 2. And truly 


the world is a great enemy to all ther 
that are Nox-Conformifts to irs manners; al+ 
though irs manncrs arc ſo exceeding vain 
and finful. 6/90 

2+ The Saints are of Ged,, And the men of 


the world, who are w«vys5, it is no Wons..; 


der if thcy hate the Sainrs likewiſe. ——= Hi- 
ſam fora ſevit in umbraw, Some Beaſts have 
ſuch an antipathy to man, that chey will 
run at his Pifture where they (ce it-In like 
manner, the world cannot endute thoſe 
who hayc the image of God reſplendent 
#d ſhining in them, Abe! was boted broanſe 
64 wirks were righteos, 1 John 33124 Prov 
digiouſly ſtrange ! rhat belicycrs ſhoald be 
abhorr'd, becauſe beautified with grace, 
and be hated becauſe lovely. 
3+ TheSaints are 4 convittion to the conſei- 
'tnces of the wygodly,, "Tis (aid that Herod 
feared John the Baptiſt, becauſe be was @ juſt 
mas and holy, Hereds conſcience was ſtruck 
. With an aw, by the majeſty and beauty 
that appeared in the converſation of that 
burning and ſbining light.'' The holinefs 
of Job» made Herods wickedneſs the more 


. apparent 3 and at laſt NE makes an end of | 
im who did ſo much difturb him in' his-. 


firhy and unlawful pteafures. Wicked 
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mens conſciences do, not unuſually, rev 
thera, becauſe chey are' (6 unlike 
lieyers. Do you wet fer, ſayes conſcience 
ro them, how watchful the Saints are leff they 
enter into temptation ? Do yeu mot ſte bow they 
pray, bow they ftrive, and bow they live? Cor 
tainly you are in danger of the ſame Hell, which 


: | they endeavour to avoid; and capable of the (ame 


Kingdoms, which they uſe ſuch velence to take: 
And by ſuch language as this cheir falſe 
peace is intrencht upon 3 they cannot fin 
with ſuch freedome and delight, but the 
ſecret and condemning whiſpers of conſci- 
ence, ſowr and leflen their pleaſures * and 
this exceedingly raiſes their choler 3 and 
like ſo many wolves they fal]- upon the 
rw” "hg ſheep ofChriſt which live among 
them- | 

4«' The Samts aft contrary to the perverſe 
willy and wnclinationt of wicked one. They © 
make conſcience of obeying that injun&i- 
on, 1 Pet, 4.2, That be no longer live the r:ſf 
of bit v1nme in the fleſh, to the iu; of men, but 
rothewvillof Grd, They arc ravght nor 10 
follow a multitude ; and ro judgthat way 


Junſafe and leadivg to raine, which is the 


broadeſt,” and moſt crowded with paſlen-- 


Jeers They dare not run with others to 
Jallexcclsef rior, ard upon this ſcore they 


axtfpoken eyilof- Two thiogs make rhg 


Saings 2 
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Saints to be maligned. by the men of ch 

world ; ,The Saints bate what the men of th * 

world love,and wipe what the men of the worl v 

-adore. : _ 

1, They bates what the men of the world lov 
B:licyers hacrcd of. fin is univerlal, they ® 
{tcike at.ſtn ia themſclyes and ocherszth 
cannot, with paticace. ſce ſuch a- curſe f 
rhing {erycd-by ſo many 3 they teſtific of 
its evil and deſtruttive nature, and. hereby 
though. undeſervedlygconcradt the ill wi [ 
ot them who prefer cheir fins before thei 
{ouls,. and wili by no means ler their Ju 
go, though theſe luſts of rheirs, are (ucl 
lore ain crances to their eccrnal happi 
NCLS. ; as 

2, The Saints vilific what the 'men' af th 
World adore, As the Epheſcans of old DOK 
vp for.cheir. Goddeſs Diana,ſotherworld 

* minded CLY. Out, Great i the Mammon of wn 

Arigbre-n/neſr. Bur, belicycrs trample upar 
this idol:z:d clay, they call it as it 1s; Van 

- and vexation of ſpirit, and are not aftaid. tc 
Jet the carthly minded know, that.jt had 

» bzeq b<cter for them. never ro haye com: 
into the world at all,chan to have,nothio 
bu: the things o! the world to be their po, 
FiO. 


" You fce now whence the ſufferi _ 


- the Saints ariſe » from the world,and fro: 
the god of the World. 4 


"ng ” 


- In the ſcrond place we are ro erguire, 
wherefore it is that God petmirs the Saints' 
who art fo dear to him) to be thus exerci- 
{cd with ſuffcrings. | | 

1, Saints are exerciſed with ſufferings, that 
pride may be bid from them. The fin ot pride 
I; cleaves cloſe, flands- Liffy, is not cafily 
lo Id down. A'mighty hand is faio to be 
wm” aidupot us, to keep our (pirics low ; and 
by that mighty band ot God 1sa good hand, 
». when; as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, we buwblt our 
\od /elver wnder it, Sufferings make vs ofren to 
"a1 refle& on fin, and to be the more affeted 
at our guilt and vilencſs. Our 'weaknefs 
J tbe» likewiſe becomes more apparent 3 we 
ſce how aſſuredly we ſhould fink, it an 
1 arm fromHcavyen were not ſtretched forth 
to ſuſtain us And when we ſce our vile- 
neſs and our weakneſs, we ſhall not think 
our ſelves roo good to (ſuffer, we ſhall nor 
J] through the haughrineſs of our hearts, free 
and be impatient under our loads'3' thus 
todo, is unreaſonable, becauſe infinitely 
4 mare than we feel hath been deſervediand 
I the way to force the Lord to withdraw; 
whoſe preſence is our ſtaffc and comfort” 
Suffcrings being ſan&tified, are bugelyet- 
ficacious to our hamiliation * bearing the 
yoke will tame our ſpirits,and make ww'to pur 
oy mourbes ir: #54 duſt, if ſo be theye may be 
b'pe, Latr« 3- 29, 2, Saints 
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+ * 2, Saints arecxerciſed with ſufferings} 1 
"4 they may be proved; . Their, faichy and 1 
love, aud ather graccs, which are much} 1 
more precious than gold that perifheth,arcy 1 
{ 
| 
| 
| 


tryed by chi fire of atHiftions, and abiding 
the fire, wall be found unto praiſe and ho- 
nour and glory, at the Gn ex Jeſus 


Chriſt, « Pet.1.7- 'Tis a their is 


finccrefindecd, if they follow the 'f 


i 


though he leads them thr fre and 
waccr their faith is ſtrongzor ciſe ic would 
fail ; their loye is ardent, elſe ic would 
cool 3 they arc the Lord Chriſts, nor only 
by profeſhon, but by a real incorporation 
and ſpiricual union, cle tribulation would 
cauſe a (cparation. e Accuſcr of the 
brethren fayes perhaps to the Lord concer< 
ning believers, Les men bat toweh what they 
beveler them be but expoſed to ſuff ering for thee, 
and they will preſently deny thee, But when 
they prove Redfaſt as a Rock in the midſt 
of the moſt boyſterous waves ; when they 
- will part _— thing _ _”-_ =—_ 
integrity, their {incerity 15 hereby tryc 
and nakde manifeſt, and Sarans accuſation 
isevidently proved to be a falſe one. 

3. Saints are exerciſed with ſuffcriogs, 
is order to their refimnge: Though they arc 
not reprobate filver, yer much drofs not- 

withſtanding is mixed with the right __ | 
a cats 
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tal ; hence it - that the fgrnace of 
tribulation is but needful. How do'belie» 
yers beſtir chemaſclvs to keep in with God, 
when the world frowns,and chreatens.and 
firikes at them ? Oh chen the folly of 
backſliding is very viſible > how -do they 
cry to have all chaſe wide breaches chac 
finhath madc,clolcd and made up again ! 
how do their ſpirits make a diligent ſearch 
'aftcrcvery ang thac dcfiles, and which 
may. prove a. dark and uncomfortable 
cloud herween the Lord and them + No 
luſt but they axe more than  ordipary cat» 
neſt to have ic {lain : And they. profels 
perſecurion will be cſteerm'd a priviledge, if 
it cohduce to more periet purity ; and 
that they will kiſs the rod that drives fin 
and folly far away from thema- the 
promiſes of ſupport, fo the promiſes of 
fanification arc often pleaded, wherein, 
God engages to cleanſe them from all their 
Blthineſs, 10 ſave thew from all their uncleans 
neſfſes, to grve thim hi ſpirit, and ta cauſe thew 
towalk in bu ſtatutes, and to obſerve bus judg- 
wernts, and do them, Exck.236. 25, 26. T 
Saints in diſtreſs do hunger and thirſt afrer 
righteouſneſs, and the Lord doth by de= 
ces. {atisfic that hunger : And the more 
ey are freed from fin,their {ufleringsare 


4-5aints 


s -- 4.*$tfntrs are exctcifed with” (offerings, 


i i, 


that they 'may be wrand from things viſible: 
Troubles'ate as ſo much gall pur upon the 
worlds breaſts ro wean us from it. In time 
of tribulation the Lord, not only by his 
word; bur by his Providence, ſpeakstons 
ater this manacr's Ariſe, this uw net yout 
reſt, build not your neſt here, the whole Forreſt is 
ſold to Death, and every Tree muſt ſhortly down. 
'Tisin the time of peace uſually chat the 
world infinuates it ſelf 3 in trouble its em- 
princeſs is more caſily diſcerned. Ag belie- 
vers are crucifyed to the world, ſo the world 13 
erucifyed wito them, Gal. 6. 14. They be- 
hold che world as that which fin hath 
brought a curſe upon, and therefore to be 
watch't againſt, leſt ic prove a ſnarez and 
theaurhey look upon the world with ſuch 
'a kind of eye as the Fewer did: upon Chriſt I « 
in his eXinanition, {ſa. 53. T bey ſer no form 
nor comlineſs in it, that they ſhould deſire it. 
Believers in the evil day, beſide their hard 
uſage from the world, which makes them 
leſs ro like ir,have more affecting thoughts 
of eternity and the world ro come * and 
hereupon the things which are temporal 
gcow contemptible, and are nor counte 
worth a look, 2 Cor. 4. 18. Whiiſt we look | 
not at the thnigs which are ſeen, but at the things 
thas are not ſeen; and not without _— 
or 


- 


ww AD 4 MM» 


A © = => _ ww = -—_ ww 


WH: 


the things that are [en are towporal, but 
thing s that are net ſeen are#ternal, 
5; Saints are <Xecrciſed with ſufferings; 


' that they may bs fitted for, and long for the in- 


beritance that 11 above, By (uffcrings they 
arc made conformable to their Head, ahd 
are pertcfted and ripened more and mare 
for glory. Thercfore affli&ions are ſaid 
to ny 4 us 4 woeght of glory, Glory is 
promiſed co the ſufferer for righccoulpels 
lake oY and "154 rig hreoms thing with G » 0 
give reſt to them who upon ſuch an account are 
troubled, 2 Theſf. 1.7: By trouble they 
are made meet for reſt 3 and the gteater 
the tribulation, the glory 'ris likely will 
be the greater, to be ſure the more wel+- 
come. He 
When welook round about us, and (ce 
othing but matter of grict and ſorrows 
(will make us look upward to thoſe man=- 
Gons on high, and long to be there, wheee 
Gn and {uffering will come to a perpecual 
end, In Heaven there will be an erecnal - 
calmneſs and ſerenity 3 no ſans of violence 
will be there to diſturb the Saitrs in theis 
praiſes; no cncmics will be permicred tro 
roar in that Congregation ; no fear of pri» 
fon or any other puniſhment will be there 5 
but cheir jy will be like a full Seaz and 


not 


_ 
not ebb aty more for ever Tam now 
come to the Application. | 
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If he that will be a Saint ſhall be a Suf- 
ferer;'lcarn from hence, They are far from 
beihg Sa ts, who reſolve to give out when once 
1+ comes 30 ſuffering. Thoſe arc not worthy 
the pame ot Dilciples, who, like the Swal- 
tow; will carry With Chriſt all che Sum- 
mer, 'barwhecn the cold and ſtormy Wins 
r& approaches. douſe their wings and 
leave him. Ovur-kord ſayes, He that loves 
Futher vr. Mother, or hfe it ſelf, pore than me, 
2 #164 worthy of me + thar is, he js not fir to 
.make one of my followers. If trouble 
make you to be offended, and go away 
from Chriſt, 'ris a'{1gn you prefer caſe and, 
peace and proſperity before him, and con- 
ſequently that you have nor the faith un- 
feigned of Gods EleR. If you did indeed ben 
lieve; Chriſt would be precious, and that even 
chin when he is a ſtone of ſtumbling. and 
irock of offence to others, v Per. 2. 7. It 
you did indeed believe, you would be of 
the Apoſtles mind, who counted all things 
bur dung, when 'compared with Chriſt 3 
and cſtecming them but dung, no wonghe 
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Tithe contentedly ſuffered the loſs of chewti 


| of an | 


that his intereſt in his Lord might be ſecy+ 
red, Phil. 3. $. For whom I bavs ſuffered the 
loſſe of all things, and do count them but dung 
that 1 may win Chriſt. ' 


USE IÞh:. 
If he that will be a Saint ſhall be a ſuffe- 


rer; then ti but reaſonable for every Sane to 
expHtt ſuffering. Reckon upon it that , 
troubles will be mer with in your way to 
Heaveg's none cvcr arrived to thar 
rigdeÞ fair Haven, without being tofs'r by 
ſome rempeſts. © He char goes ta ſea; 45 
: 


* 48 


not ſo fooliſh as to think it wilt be a 
ua} cat all his Voyage. He that Li 

inaſclf a Souldicr, cxpes fomrime* or 
other to be cogaged. So a Chriſtian 
ſhould fit down, ad count tht coff, Luke 14% 
before he embarque with' Chriff, betote'hie 
liffbimſelf under this Caprain of (falvati- 
6n. And certainly 'rwill coſt fome tronble * 
co be Chriſts follawer ; norte ever fairh+ 
fully ſerved him, bur bis ch (marred for 
itz though ir muſt alſo be affirmed, thac 
this. ſmart of the outwatd, .is uſually 
[weetned'with a far greater pleaſure inthe 
innes tan; Our Lord ſpeaks ro biv-Difs 
$94.4 of C 2 cip)us 


oo ciples plai y, 20d without a Parable, Job 
bo ' A 


wit, In the world ye ſhall bave tribulation ; 
but that their hearts might not be trou 
- bled, he tells chem firſt, /» we yr ſhall b 
peace : And he adds ſecondly, Be of goed 


chear, 1 have overcome the world, 
nSE III. 


It he that will be a Saint (hall be a fuf- 
ferer, then 'tis the Saints wiſdom to prepare fot 
ſofferings. Evil dayes will come 3 but God 
hath pfoy.ded armour of proof, which: if 
you-put on, You ſhall be able ro withſtand 
in the evil day, and having done all ro 


ſtand. I might here enlarge in going overt 


the Chriſtians Armour : but I fhall onl 
fiogle our ſome pieces, which you a 
not fail to ger and uſe in a day of ſuffering, 
and which,if uſcd skilfully,no force, either 
of cvil men, or evil Angels, ſhall prevail 
againſt you. Though no part of the Ars 
mour of God be ncedlefs, yer eſpecially 
you muſt take | 

The Shield of Fath, 

The Breaft-plate of Love, 

The Helmet of Hope, | 

And cyy by Prayer fer contronal help and ſug 

pert from above, | 


NC PT _—_STESTITRT_Y_TH. 


t- That 


—_——_ ey 0. 6. ax Gu. 8 * 


—a 
- 


-_— » FF Be Y 


27 OT Tom 

;» That you may be arm'd againſt ſuf» _ - 
"Andy con you the ſhield of Faoth. 4 
arc in a Battcl, Men and Devyils chruffing 
fore at you that you may fall : Whar 
ſhift can you make without a Shield? The 
Shield is Armour to the other Armour. 
It Faich be ſtrong, your other Graces will 
have the greater vigour, and ſtand yau in 
che greater ſtead. Faith will make'you 
victorious. This 3s the viltery, ſayes the 
Apoſtle, that overcometh the world, even aur 
Faith, 1 John 5. 4. And ic may truly be 


ſaid, This is alſo the viftory that over- 
.cometh the god of this world, even our 
,faith ; faith prevails agaioſt both, 


By faith the Worthics of 01d of whom 
the world was unwarthy,. went through 
all cheir tryals, and yer theſe rryals were 
very lore + They were cruelly mocked and 


ſconrged, they were ſtoned, they were ſawn aſun+ 
der, were tempted, wire ſlam with the ſword, 


they pandred about in ſheep-1hins ins ooh 
e I - 


thing, being deſtitute, aſflifted, torment 

It. 37+ *Tis. remarkable, that the Hoſy 
Ghoſt in deſcribing their puniſkments, 
ſaith they were tempred. "Tis likely fair 
means were uſedas well as foul, promiſes 


, "of prefermenr, as well as threatgings of 
toxmenty to draw _ away from: their 


3 inte» 


76.28 ) 


and this was a forc temptation, 


4 3 a0 

ph 5 {es chem icdfalt, and rendred 
the temptation ancficual. & 
, ith looks to its Author avd Finiſher the 
d Jeſus, and feces the world vanqui- 
cd. by him, and che Principalitics and 
Powers of datkneſ(s (poyled by him ; and 
therefore concludes it will not be long ere 
more than a congueſt through him thar 
hath laved che believer will be obtained. 
Aad inthe mean while Faith relyes upon 
the ward of promiſc, and ſtayes the ſoul 
on. the Lord /Jchovah -: whereupon the 
foul is both ſupported by an evcrlaſting 
arm, and alfo kept in pertc& peace, //4.26. 
3» 4+ Thou wilt k cep bim mn perfi@t peace, whoſe 
mind is ſtayed on thie, breauſe be truſteth in 
thee, Truſt ye inthe Lord for ever, for inthe 

\Lord Febayab is everlaſting firength, | 
..2.. That you maybe armed againſt ſuf- 
ferings, get 0» the. Breaſt- plate of love. Tt you 
loye much, you will conſcat, whea called, 
toſufter much, and not think much of 
What you ſuffer- If your loye to the 
Lord Jeſus be, as ic ought to be, tranſcen- 
dent and flaming, many waters will ot bave 
power to quench it, all the floods that lift ap 
ther wave: will "nt be able 19. drown ity 
Cant. 8, 7. 


4 MY 
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"eſtate, your abſolute acc<ot this Savii 


xt yqur loyeto Chrilt be ſargly grouns* ©" 
«&d- Bc well acquainced with yougjolt © + - 


gichour wapm no ſhitt can PAs bug 


| wrath and ruinc arc unayoidablc.. Be well 


acquainted with Chrifts matchleſs excels 
lency, and how h#1is admixably,and every. 
way {uited co your Cefiges, anid, accetfiries, 
being a Prophet to 1oſtruR.angd reduce zhe 
igaorant and crring ſoul;a Prieſt to.recops, 
cile his Father co ihe guilty; @ King tore 
ſcue and detend from all, forts, ,cven 'the 
orſt of cnemics. A1d as he.i5, able, {a 
kewiſe rea to do all this, and,thar,-tar. 
any who defire that all this may be-dons, 
for them. Indeed he rejets. thoſe 'whe 
like only his Prieſtb-2d, bur cauntyhis Kings, 
dome an hard. word, his commands grich 
vous ; but he never denycd lis. benefits to, 
any that were willing to haye them «ll. 
without exception, purity as well as, pardon; 
and peace, Srace as well as glory; 1; ', 
Oar Lord is not unwilling you. ſhogldy 
take a vewolhim. He does natidehre 
ro.be Taved,. uolels, your cyes 1 being-n#. 
lightned, You ſeg uſſicics reaſon, ySinds: 
loved upon a miſtake ; and 'yjs npon a mis 
ſtake thac, Chriſt is de(piſcd, -Jt fin were © - 
undcerſtopd, tzwould be abhory'des and uþ * 7 
br oy C_ 4  Chrifts 
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tiſts worth were but weigh'd and rigts; 

| judg'd of, as he deſerycs to be, ſo ht 
_ would be atually the Deſire of all Nations, 
.a5 the Prophet calls him, Hag.2.7. Know 
him therefore, and let your love {pring 
from a right tcagng ot him, and 
theo nothing will be cltcemed roo good 
or dear to calt away, that you may hold 
him faſt. The worlds ſtore is nothing 
comparable to the benefics, which he 
hath purchaſed with the price of his blood. 


And the moſt ſevere Lawes and Edifts of. 


men, the greateft rorments that they car 
1avent or inflit, are nothing near fo 
dreadful as that Anathems Maranathd, 
which is thundred out againſt a»y man that 
lvoe; not the Lord Feſws, 1 Cor. 16.22, Ana. 
thema Mararatha, {I1gaifes, La bim be ac- 
£arſed till the Lord comer. They that love 
not Chriſt, will have a curſe ly:ng upon 
chem that never ſhall be removed, and 
that's infinitely worſe than any preſent 
\uffcrings. 

3+ That you may be armed againſt 
fufferings, Let not the Helmet of hope be want- 
we. Your heads may be lifred up with 
boldneſs when you have this Helmer on: 
A lively hope will hayc a great influence 


ro keep your hearts from ſinking into de+ 
__ {pon- 


"#3 8 ; 
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dency: Hope i ftiled the ancher of the 

- beth [urs and ſteadfaſt, and entring within 


«the wail, Heb. 6. 19. tn the ſtorm of trous 
- ble dclicvers fhould caſt acchor, and their 


anchour muſt be caſt upward 3 there's the 
Rock ot Agcs, and in him their anchor 
is to be faſtned, The Ship (ails nor while 
tbe anchor 1s caſt. Burt a Chriſtian differs, 
his anchor is faſtned, and yer he fails ar 
the 'ſame time ; which ſhewes that he 
(ails moſt ſafely in the midſt of the greate 
eſt flufuations, rowards the Harbour of 
peace. Ler Hope be ſtrong. Hope of a 
bappy concluſion will make preſent afMi- 

Aion be endured with patience. 
kc is the bufineſs ofHope to wait for and 
expect the accompliſhment ot che promt- 
ſes. Fider, ſayes Luther, intuetur wverbue 
res, Sper remverbi, And ſince the ſalvati- 
on which Hope expetts, is (o certain, fo 
jaſt at the door, and lo exceeding glori- 
ous, hardſhip and labour in the way to. 
ſuch a reſt, may the better be diſpenſed 
with. When the fl. ſh through weakneſs 
complains, and is ready to fail, then Hope 
encourages the hearr, and ſayds, Yet a lntle 
while, avd be that ſhall come, will come, and will 
not tarey ; I expet him, and deliverance 
and a reward with him, and this cxpeQta» 
on 


tion of. Hepe will never make gſhamed, Ram; . 
$-'5-_ This Helmec of Hope is of Gelan 
uſe, It, COVCrs the head of a Chriſtiav, in. . 
_ theday of Baccel, it wards «ff the blows 
of diſcouragement, which would ſtrike 
the Head under water. For this reaſon 
the Apoſt'c is ſo earneſt,that che believing 
Remang!, might be made to abound 1n bee, 
tbrouh the power of the Haly Ghoſt, Roms 
5+ I3y, 
4+. . That you may bc armed againſt - 
luffcring, cry by prayer for continual. help and 
ſupport from above. Though you Arc nevycr 
ſacompleatly armed, ycr rhere is nced of 
praycr, to call in freſh and renewed. auxilte 
ary.force from heaven ; Therefore the 
Apoſtle adds, Praying alwaye: with all prayer 
nd. ſupplication in the Spirit , and watching 
theregr to with all perſever ance, Eph. 6. 18+ 
When men and Devils are wreſtling with 
you, do you wreſtle with. God ; and.it you 
an but imitate your father 1ſ-el, and.,,as 
' Princes prevail with God 5 if you have pow® 
cx with the Almighty,zwho then can. bc 
gp ron. roo hard for you ? [Ines 
... Fill your-mouths with, argumecnts,, and 
ery.unco.the Lord, . T bas: fince, be bath.tcad 
Jus jnto'the field, be would net leave you wn the 
baits! z that ſince trouble is near, bt weuld not.- 
POS | be 


hi jar off, but near to be 
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fat bis ſake you are perſecated, by bis power of 
Providence you may be preſerved, and your trou> 
bles turned to bu bononr and your, advantage. 
Tell him, that yiur evemics arc big, and *trs 
becauſe you dare not di[pltaſe hins, that mun are 
exraged againſt yu, Tell him, "Tis time for 
him to work, for min bave made voyd bis Law, 
Tell him, ther you look and tong for bis ſaluati- 
on, axd that you will never ceaſe your importun- 
ty, fill be appear and own that trath and canſe 
which men endeavour to bear dewn, but you are 
ſtanding wp for unto the Death. Praycr hath a 
mighty ptevalency : Luther ſaid, there 
was a kind of omniportency therein, This 
weaponhath made the Church terrible as an 
Army with Bannirs, Perſecutors and De 
vils likewiſe, haye many timcs by Praycr 
been worlicd. 


USE IV. 


If he that will be a Saint ſhall be a ſuf- 
ferer, Let me exbort and prrſwade yas that arg 
Saints, to bear ſufferings 4s become you. Let nor 
fretting, or fear, or ſorrow: prevail, unto 
Your diſcompoſure z but manileſt/ ra att 
the world, that you have ſomthing of God 
in you, by -undexgoing. what " __ 

| | wou 


\ 
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wonld fink under. Suffer not as wilful,but 
as conſcientious ; be able to give Scrip- 
cure reaſons for wbat you prattice,and for 
what you refuſc. Beg of che Lord to 
make your way plain 3 and the way of 
duty bcing diſcovered, though there be a 
Lion, ora thorn hedge in that way, go 
forward notwithſtanding. 

And among otherslec theſe encouraging 
arguments be'pondered by you. 

T. God 13 glorified by your ſuſferings : in+ 
deed, 0» your adverſarits part be i evil ſpoken 
of, but 0: your part be is glorified, *'Tis a (ign 
you really bclieve the Lords greatneſs aud 
power, when you had rather have the 
whole world your enemies, than him to 
be your enemy. *Tis a fign you indeed 
belicye -his goodneſs and his promiſes, 
when you had rather part with all viſible 
comforts, than be calt away from his pre» 
ſenceand favour. And by thus believing 
you glorifi: him exceedingly: It argues al- 
ſo that the Lord hath your hearts in good 
earneſt, when no rroubles, no aMlicions, 
which for his ſake youarc aſſaulced with, 
'can alicna:e your affc&ions from him. 
er, you proclaim toall, what a good 
r You (erye, 'when your adverſarics 
by all chat they can'do, arc not able to di- 
vere / 
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compel youto forſake his ſcryice. And 
who knows what convifttions in the con» 
ſciences of them that obſerve you, may be 
the cftc& of your conſtancy ? Who knows 
but that by this mcans, ſome may be 
brought to make tryal of your Lord; and 
ſo co the liking and loving of him ? 

2, By your ſuff ering the Goſpel 11 advanced. 
The mighty power and cfcacy of the Ga- 
ſpel is ſhewn forth, when ic makes and 
keeps the Diſciples hearts undaunted, 
though ſufferings in the moſt fearful 
ſhapes and forms are obje&ed ro their 


view. How is the Goſpel magnified, when 


believers are content to be the mark for an 
adulcerous generation to ſhoot at,. rather 
than be aſhamcd of ic ? *Tis evident, that 
the Goſpel is from God, elſe it could not 
thus ſupport and comfort. The Apoltle 
tells che Philippians, Chap. 1. 12. that his 
bonds and confinement, were ro the Ge» 
ſpels furtherance and enlargment 3 his Bre» 
thren grew bold to ſpeak the word with- 
out fear , and the word ſpoken was the 
more readily entertained, being crediced 
by ſuſtaining Pas! and other Saints ia all 
their tribulation. 


3, By your ſuffering: your ſelves are dignified, 
| | You © 


vert- you from following him, canrjes © - © 
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Yau archighly graced, when called forth 
.. t9be the Lotds Wirneffes ; The Sprric of 

Glory, and of God reſteth apon yuu, The Lord 
ſingles you out to combare with the Pows 
crs of carth _ kts and he will en- 
courage, and help, and giye you vitory. 
Thic Apoſtles, when they were beaten, did 
not murmur,bat rejoiced that they were coun« 
ted worthy to ſuffer ſhame for the name of Feſus, 
As 5. 4t- Shane is dignity, reproach is 
Slory, loſs is gain, ſorrow 1s joy, pain is 
pleaſure, whea cndured for the ſake of 
Chriſt. ' Sevcral of che Martyrs in the 
Marian Perſecution, when they wear to 
the Stake, gave thanks upon this very ac+ 
count, that they died a death ſo noble as 
to dyc Martyrs for the truth againſt Babr#: 
abominations, and to aſc#nd, as it were,'n 
fiery Charors to t he New Feruſalers. 

4. When you ars ſuffering, what a flock of 
Prayers is going for you, *Tisan happinels to 

hardly. dealt wich, ſo we arc prayed 
harder for. Our tribulation. makes t 
bowels of mercy. which are in our Bre: 
thren to year; rowards us ; they are board 
with 4 in the ſame Bonds, 2nd (ymparthize in 
our ſufferings 3 this makes them che more 
inſtant and carnett with theFather of mer+ 
cics on our behalf. When Fam che __ 
ener 
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ther of Jeb» had loft his life, being killed 
by the Sword 3 and Per had loft his Hi- 
berty, beiffg apprehended. and put. in' pri- 
ſon, 'tis {aid rhat Prayer was madt without 
ceaſing of the Church to God for bim, Ads 12» 
5. And Prayer having cotcred into; Hea- 
j ven, brought an Angel ro his reſcye, it 
fhwok the chains off Peters HandS,and cat 
ſed 2n iron gate of i's own accord ro'opin 
tro him. - Bchold the ſtrength of believers 
prayers! S CEL STET-1. 
For my own particular, [ ferinfly ' enrſt 1, 
that my impriſonmtnt kath moſt buppily wn (þ44 
regard befallen me ; 1 fave no rtaſen to betx« 
ed with,but rather to thank my advir[aritt for 
they kroaneſſe i thus confinmg* of 'wt.'* The 
frifbnefſe and cleſeneſſe of my priſen, bath made” 
wy caſe [umwhat pecaliar 3 and that alſo tr tur 
ned anto good, for bereby the ſpirits of buxdreads, 
beth in City and County y,were ftirred up to pray 
fer me with greater ferversy and enlargmient 
And to have ſo many prayers poured out far Ore 
perricular perſon, 15 an ineſtimable* ppiviledge, 
My Friends, I thank you, Ged' hath arfwes 
ved your requeſts, [ have bad that 1” priſon, 
which 1s ten thouſard times bitter than liberty, 
than the world, than vs, than ter thouſant 
worlds ans tivis, My nemies, [ canfiot, 
bur thank you [f0s bet anfe you were the «t<" 
k cafton 


wach harm to your ſel ves. . 

5. Phen you ſuffer, the Lyrd bunſelf ſuffers 
with you. Not only your fellow Mcmbers, 
buc your Hcad doch ſympathize and feel 
your burthens, Is all your affliftions, be is 


affiiFid, 1(a.63-9. You have not an High 


Prieſt that cannor be touched with the 
tecling of your infirmitics: and the effc& 
of this ſympathic, muſt needs be a moſt 
reader regard to you, and readineſs to re- 
lieve you in duc ſcaſon. Luther yery well 
obſerves, that when any member of the 
»atural body is harmed, the (ſenſe of pain 
appears in the head and face, the brows 
arc Knit, the forchead wrinkled, and-the 
rongue cryes Oh ! the whole countenance 
talcrd. And inlike manner "tis in.che 
 wyſfical Bedy, when any member is wron- 
ged, it the injurious wrertches could bur 
ſee the face of Chriſt the Head,they might 
plainly perccive he feels the ſiroak, and is 


wounded in the wounds of his faichful fol-. 


lowers. Therefore when Paul, while a 


zcalous ſon of the Jewiſh Church, did per» + 
fecute the Diſciples of the Lord,and bring * 
, exceedingly mad againſt them, did. hal 
racn and Women, and commit them tg 
priſon, 


oy  baſpon of the mercier I have received; though 
' really grieveto think that you did me good withſs 


Tpcicon; Chriſt our of h en cries our e6 hs” 
him, -5su/, Saul, why perſecuteſt thou, Me 7 | 
And fince che great Phylitian 1s himſelf - 
wounded inyour wounds; you may con» 
fidently <xpe&t an healing balm from 
him. 

6, To encourage you, conſider, Great 
1s the power that reſts upon you 11 your ſufferings. 
Such a power as ſhall not only make you 
| ftrong as D4vi4, bur as the Angels of the 
+ | Lord. A Saint ſtrengthned by 'the hands 
. | of the mighty God of Faceb, though ſhot 
| J atby the Archers, his Bow ſhall abide in 
- | ſtrength; therefore in Scripture he is com- 
| parcd to 4% iron prliar, to a brazen wall, to a 
; | defenced City, Jer. 1. 18. To ſhew, that 
| though lic is aſſaulted, and that with vio-' 
lence, yer he Rands firm and unmoyed: 
Lictle do the ungodly think who is the- 
Saints helper- The Apoſtle conf{idering 
the ſufficiency-of that Grace which ispro-' 
| miſled in the evil day, protefieth he was 
; {nor ſorry for that dayes approach, nay fo 
| far from that, he glories and rakes pleaſure 

init, 2 Cor. 12. 9, 10, And be ſaid prta mie; 
oj my grace © ſufficient for thee, for wy flrongth 

f & wade perfett in weakneſs : moſt gladly theres", 
fore will [ rather glory in mine infirmities, that 


f . bow er of Chriſt manreſt «pon we. There. 
Jo : _ 
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4s fit tdks pleaſart in in firmtties, 1m rtproaches, 


bn neceſſities, wm perſtcations, in "ditreſſes for 
Cbrift : for whin I am weak, then am [ 
ſtrong. ! 
9. Great 1c the peact vouchſafed to ſufferers, 
Chri(t ſpeaks of this peacc, and having left 
this Legacy,he adds with rcafon,that chey 
ſhould not {tar or be troubled, Joh. 14- 
27. Pact I leave with you my peace I grue mn+ 
fo you, not as the world givith, groe I wnto 
ow : Let not your heart bs troubled, neither let 
x bt afraid. How many doubts and fears 
have bcen cured by tribulation ? When 
this for the Goſpels ſake hath been ſubmit- 
ted £6, the heart which before trembled, 
and was diſconſolare, is filled with joy 
and peacc in believing. And indced, as 
trouble is a: evident token of perdition to tha 
trowblers, {0 to them ihat for well-doing 
aye tronbled, "tis a token of ſalvation, and that of 
Ged, Phil. 1. 28. Oh the Songs that have 
been ſung in the night of diſtreſs ! Oh the 
ſweet retrcſhing viſits that the Lord of 
Gloty hath given to his priſoners 4 (o that 
thoſe places of confinement, have becn, 
fomrimes turned into the very ſuburbs of 
the New Jeruſalem. And let not the great- 
neſs of ſuffering diſmay any ; theſe will 
but occaſion your fuller joy, and more a- 
bundant 
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the ſufferings of Chriſt abou in ms, ſo our con» = 
folation alſo aboundeth by Cbrift. F 

8. If ys ſuffer with Chriſt, you' ſpall” 
reign with bim, 2 Tims 2.12, And vi 
the Croſsis light asa feather, if compared 
with the Crown. Send forth your Faith 
but as a' Spp to the heavenly Canear 3 let i 
rake a' view of the Glory there ; lec it bring 
bur a leaf of che Palms that are to be pur 
into yout hands, bur a gem of the Crowns 
that ſhorcly will be puc upon your, heads, 
and you will preſently be of the Apoſtli 
jo{igmeor, when he ſaid, I reckon hat the 
ſufferings #f rbry preſent time, are n0t worthy ts 
he compared to the gliry that ſhall bt revealed in 
», Rom. $.18. Sufferers will find a more 
abundant Entrance into the Kingdome, 
They arc with a great. deal of , honour 
ff pointed ar, Rev: 7.14. Theſe are they which 
rame out of great tribulation, and have waſhed 
thr Rober,', ayd made them white in the blood of | 
the Lanb, How many cncouragettients 
are here to ſuff-r ;ſufficient, if dul + 5 


ed, ro make you ſuffer, not only Wi 
\tience, but with gladnefs. 
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. T ſhall conclude this DoQtrine wich a 
Caution to'the unholy : Do wor thi-k your Þ 
condition bappy becauſe freed from ſufferings now, | 1 
Your finatlaſt will find you our ; it is} | 
ſuingatter you to oyerthrow you, and} | 
| 
| 


Ka 


it will, it you repent nor ſpeedily, overtake 
you. And though-you are not #n trew ble, 
bike other mer, that cleanſe their hearts, and 
waſh their bands in wnocency, Eternity will 
be long enough for you to be plagued,and 
(wo wo to you) then your ſufferings 
will be cxcremec, being not at all ſweerned 
with the lcaſt mixture of conſolation. 


The Second Doltrine; 
- No ſufferings ſhould cauſe the Saints to be 


raid, 


es the Text, Fear none. of theſe things 
theu ſhalt ſuffor.. Secallo Ir 37. 3, 4. | 
Strengthen the weak bands, py the feible 
bnies; ſay to them that are of a frarſul beart, be} 
Prong, fear nor. . : I 
To things in the opening of this Do- 
Arine are to be done, Ore is to ſhew p 
BDar0 


FR RR. #13 WS... 
there 51 an aptneſs in the Sante to be afraid if ® 
ſufferings. Theother to demonſtrare,the wn> 
reaſmnableneſt of groing way to this fear, © 

our | In the firſt place I am to ſlew, that there 
wh isan aptneſs in the Saints to give way to 
'isff fear, when ſufferings are coming..z this is 
ad implycd io the Text, Fear nt, which in- 
ke # timares that by fears they would be affaul- 
le; ted, though thoſe fears ought to be repel+ 
»df8 Icd. Thcre is a twofold fear ; a fear thet 
114 i: 4 duty, a fear that 15 an 1» firmity. | 
d 1. A fear thatss a Duty, and that is th 
fear of the Lord : This fear is the. begin» 
d | ningot wiſdom, and a tcat preſervation 
from evil 3 chis-{car is a grace ro be'pray- 
ed fot, -and as a grace is promiſed inthe 
New Covenant. I will.put my fear into thiit 
hearts, and they ſhall not depart from me, Jer. 
e | 32-40. This fear hath nothing of; tor- 
ment in it ; bur as it argues the man bleſ- 
ſed in whom it hath place, fo' itis' vety 
; | conſiſtent with delight, and great dMlight; PC. . 
| »12. 1. Blifſed © every wht that fraftth the. 
re | Lord, that delightath greatly in.bis Command 
fg - ments. Tuis {car of God will {wallow v 6 
F other fear, If we ſanAifie che, Lord, p OR 
Hoſts in our hearts, by, making, him out 
fear and. dread , nathiog beſides will $ 
ſufficient ro diſmay ug7* TT oo NY 
Bs D 3 2, There. .» 


( 


A t is the fear of man, or any evils 
that upon'the . account cf Religion may 
be brought upop us. ' This fear jn the Text 
is forbid : Yer this fear is apt to ſeize upon 
belieyers ; and truly they fiod ic much 
more difficult ro overcome thoſe fears, 
than-the evils themſclyes, whereby their 
fears itcraiſcd. 
« Seycral chipgs there are, whercby fears 
arcapt to be raiſed in Bclicvers, | 
1. \T he greatnefſe of the evils whith they may 
be expoſed to: Not only their credic, but 
their livelyhood 3 not only their lively- 
hood, bur their lives may 'be fruck ar, 
=. And running the hazard of lng all, 
*.» makes timotous nature co adviſe, and en- 
dezyour to diſſwade them from it. Our 
Lord does not limit his followers to vens 
ture {o far, and no fucther,but commands 
exoreſsly to ſtick at nothiog ; the neateſt 
Relations, the deareſt enjoyments,muſlt be 
' hatred, when they ſtand in competition 
with him , thar is, leſs loved than he is; 
Luke 14. 26. If ary man come to me, and 
bate not his father, and mother, and wife, and 
children, and brethren, and ſiſters, yea and bu 
oxy life alſe, be cannot be my Diſciple, In times 
of trouble, Men and Devily are lct more 
coſe 
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' : . © arabic eter; 4 20 ws. ad n 
1rilts , ples I } che appe IC ifion bi 4 
{uch heavy burchens., may caule*lome © 3 
diſmaycdnefs of ſpirit. Mg 

2. Fear is apt co be. railcd 57 the proxime» 
ty and nearneſſe of evili, When the: Saints 
behold cheir perſecutors full of fury, their 
tongues whe like a ſwordzand their hage's 
lifced up to give the blow 3 whea they tee 4 
calamity haiteniog towards them, " dis 
ftreſs like an armed man, which they caps 
not refilt nor avoyd, then 2lfo ther tem+- 
ptation will be ſtrong to fear. 

3. T hiſs evils are heightned by Satan, who 
endeavours what be can 19 1mpreſſe ftar hon 
them. He repreſents. crheir approgebivg 
ſalferings in the moſt amazing torms, tg 
their imaginations. He tel!s rhem, ic will 
be (ad to be the ſcorn of all. that look on 
them, .ro'be counted the filth of the world, 
and the :ff- ſcouring of all things, Swan tells 
them it. will be ſad to. have their gapds 
ſpuyled, their houſes raken from rhemyop 
leyeld with the ground, to ſee their Famis- 
lies undone, = pined with extremity of _ 
wam', tq feel in their own perſons the * 
hand of violence, eſpecially when ſinful 
compliance may preycat it. . The Devil + 
buzzcs in their cars nocking but Daygerans, * 

Daz ſhac- 4 


&, and chus endeavours to fright them 
out of the way of righteouſneſs. - 
| And 'tis not unuſual when ſuch dread- 
ful chings arc repreſentcd ro their imagina- 
tions, to aſſaulc their faith,” and to peſter 
them with unbelieving and , blaſphemous 
inkRions againſt Chriſt and his word, en- 


deayouring ro make them queſtion the: 
certainty and truth of that glorious bfe and | 


immortality which is brought to light by the 
Goſpel, 2 Tim. 1. 10. Andif theſe thoughts 
of infidelity are not watched and prayed 
agdinſt,they will dead and overwhelm the 
heart, and prove of 2 very ſinking nature- 
The Lord therefore is to be intreated to 
rcbake Satan, who by ſuch blaſphemies 
_ Rtrikes at his honour, as well as at our 


- fſafery and peacc- 
' 4+ Add allo, That Grace in believers is 


1mperfeft, and therefore fear 11 the more incidint; 
There is much of corrupted, as well as re- 
newed Nature 3 and corrupted nature 
ſides with Satan to affrighten them, that 
fo they may caſt faith and a good conlſci- 
ence ovcriboard, to keep the Veſſel from 
drowning» and ſccure cthemſelyes. 

In the ſecond place I am to ſhew The 
wnreaſmableneſſe of this fear in the Saint x5 
. | Now 
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J Now the unreaſon blencls af will bes 
bundatuily evinced by theſe argaments. -* . 
t. Let us compare the mightieſk entmiies of 
the Saints with bins who # their helper, Their 
adyerſaries may be mighty, but their Hel- 
per is Almighty-It the everlaſting ſtrength 
of che Lord Fhovab were bur conſidered, 
fear would be aſhamed of ir ſelf in choſe 
that belong to him, and are proteed by 
* Him. Belicyers cnacmics ( take the very 
proudeſt and ſtrongeſt of then ) in. com> 
pariſon of God are but Nothing, leſs than ne . 
thing, and vanity, Iſa. 40. And is it.not un» 
reaſonable ro be afraid of nothing ? and 
more unreaſonable to be afraid of leſs than 
nothing? Oye Saints, remember what 2 
power.is for you 3 whoſe hands aphold 
you, even the very fame that doth up» 
hold 'all things. Your enemies them» 
ſelves are-in Gods hands, they cannot live or 
move, or aft without him; they are but wea« - 
pons in hishatid, which cannot ſtrike one. 
blow more than he ſees needful to be gi- 
yen you 5 all the weunds which they 
make ſhall be healing 3 and by all their 
inſtruments of death they ſhall but puſh 
you forward, and haſten you' along in 
Heavens way. | <p 444 
 Andif your mighty God rebuke theſe 
| Pers 
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*»  gerſ{ceautors, preſently they muſt Roop apd 
_- bow, and fall dowa beforc him. He. can 
tyc thcir hands, nay. take away' their 
breath when he liſterh 3 and when their 
breath goech forth, and they xcturn to 
their duft, all chcir thoughts and defigns 
. againſt you will p:riſh, cheir cavy jand-rc- 
venge will be come to an end, whea qnce 
the yengeance of God, which is the yenge- 
ancc of hell firc, hath caken huld of them. 
The Grave and ficll will keep then far 
fromever moleſting of you morc. 

2. Let a compariſon be made buwten the 
 &ra'tineſſe of believers enemies, and their Gods 
wiſdows. The Lord knows the thoughts of 
man. that they are vanity. He (ees their 

ojeRs, and knows how to truſtrace their 
w: .. That's a notable place, Fob 5. 12, 
I ay &[appoinreth the device: of the crafty, 
fo that that hands canner perfor m their enter- 
priſe ; he tabeth the wiſe 11 their own crafuneſs, 
and the counſel of the froward is carryed brad- 
' org. The Lord is wiſe cnough, nor gnly 
to dcliyer us, but alſo to take the Pglitict» 
ans inthcir own craftineſs. He looks and 
laughs atthe plots of R-we and Hell. ro 
undermine his Kingdom ; and that which 
they inrend as a (upport to the prin-ipalicy 
of darkneſs, ſhall prove its dowafall > and 


Son 


[Y Sie» ſhall be buile on Babjhesr ruines, Sole» 


won (ayes, there 15 no wiſdow!t, »er uhderſtand= 
ing, ner counſel againſt the Lord, Prov. 21. 
30. And by very good conſequence; ther 
1sno wiſdom,nor underſtanding,nor cou 
ſel apajnſt his people 3 why then ſhould 
his people fear ? If 9ve wiſe mar were able to 
defend a little Cit y baving few men 1" 1t,apawſf 
axreat King that came againſt it, and beſitged 
jt, Eccl. g. 14, 15- Surcly in che wifdome 
of the Loxd, who is -»{y wiſe, whoſe under- 
ſtanding is infinite, there may be ſtrong 
confidence. 

3. Again, Compare the hatred of the Sams 
enemies with the love which the Lord bears 
them, Great is the hatred of the world, 
greater is the hatred of the Devil 3 but oh 
by inflaite degrees greater than cither g 
than both, is the Love of God. The Love 
of God to belieyers is very tender, draws 
out his care towards them ; 'tis a love rhat 
is unchangeable, .and ſo yaſt as paſſes all 
dimenfions, avd underPanding. Theres 
fore they may be emboldened, and. cons 
clude, that this love will be tcn thouſand 
times more beneficial. than the hatred of - 
any creature can poſſibly be injurious. In, * 
the loving kindneſs of God, there 1s very. ©. + 


great ſecurity, Pſa/, 5. 12, Fer thew hy #; 
| wh - 
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wilt bieſy the rightsony, with favinr wilt thou 

compaſſe him as with a Shield, Our cnemics 
indeed may bz many, and may hate us 
with crucl hatred 5 but their hatred can no 
 morc cqual the loye of God, than their 
ſtrength can vie with his moſt glorious 
powcr. 

4+ To ſh:w the unreaſonableneſs of the 
Saints fear, let this be conſidered, T hat this 
God, whoſe proer and wiſdom and love are thus 
beyond compare, is ever with them, Fear thou 
not, fayes God by the Prophet, for I am 
with thee, Ila. 4. 10. He is not out of the 
way when his pzople want him 3 he is a 
preſent help in the time of need. The Saints 
need not go far to ſeek their God 5 he fills 
the earth as well as heaven, and isalwaycs 
ready to ſh:w himſelf Rrong in the hehalf 
of theſe that truſt in him. The Lord is 
alwaycs within hearing 3 bi eye 4s upon the 
righteous, ard bis ear ts open to their cry, Plal, 
34. 15. He b:ferts his people behind and 
before, and layes his LY upon them : 
ſarely their faith may conclude, fince God 
1s fo ticat them, and does b:ſer and fence 
chem; rhac they are in ſafeguard, 

"5+" The Lord hath engaged by an everlaſting 
Covenant tobe their God : What, or why 
therefore ſhould belicycrs fear ? Br not difs 

| Wane 
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4 mayed, or 1 am thy G z, bn that: fore ted © 7 
place, Iſs. 41: 10.. The Lord ſtands neat 7 


ly related to the Saints : now "cis certaing 
that Relation, though 'tis minime ertitaths, 
yct 'is efficacie mexiwe, it hath (mall enti> 
ty, bur great efficacy. He is their God, their 
Father, their Hmuband; and will he not be 


+ a Buckler and a Fortreſs to his childrens 


his Sons cſpouſcd ones ? Will he not take 
care of his Jewels, of his portion, of bis pe> 
culiar treaſure ? will he paticntly ſuffer 
the apple 'of his eye to be touched ? Ler 
the C:vcnant be ſtudied, and what's im- 
plycd, in that, 1 will be to them a God, and 
they ſhall be to me @ people , and fear will 
quickly give way to confidence. 

6. The Lord intend; to glorifie himſelf. in big 
peoples preſervation. They need nor fear, 
will not miſs of his glory ; he will be ex+ 
alced, and therefore his pcoplc ſhall be re- 
membred. Gods honour, and the. Saints 
ſafety, are twiſted rogether. It was a-ſtrong 
argument which Foſþxa pleaded 5 It Fſracl 
fly, and the Carnaarntes prevail, rhen' what 
wile thou do for thy great Name? Joſh. 9. g. 
Thar place in the Proverbs, The N ame of the 
Lord it afirong Tower, the righteous fly unto it 
and are[afe, rnay not only thus be expoun- 
ded, That the power, and faithfulnels,and 
mercy 


2” merch of God, Þ Thich be bald 
mſetf known as by his. name, arc a wy 


ry may be applycd : God for bis 


ake will be a (troog Tower to his '© Ti 


dren; and when they plead his Name, he 
will alocific himſelf in their protetion. 

To ſecure his own bot.our, he will ſecure 
thoſe whom he hath caken the charge of ; 

they ſhall be ſayed, cicher ſub cel, or in 
eels ; they ſhall cither on carth find a 
Chamber i in the day. of calamity, till the 
indignation be overpaſt ; or they ſhall be 
houſed in the celeſtial Manſions, beyond 
the fear ot poſſibilicy of danger- 
Thus have I demonſtrated the unrea- 

ſonablen:(s of the Sainzs fear. The Ap+ 
Plication of chis Do@rine follows. 
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Altnough I would have you fearleſs of 
Tuffcring, . yer ſorge Cautions are very 
needful ro be given you. Rafhaeſs isnot a 
Grace, though Chriſtian fortirude and 
Courage 1s. 


ſhelrer co che rigaccous 3 but alſo thus the 


1 
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1. Take heed of augmenting your ſufferings | 


needleſly by want of wiſdim, Diced Abner as a 
fool dicth ? Do belicycrs (uffer as £24 © 
cl 
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* wp He bias they to be wiſe as Serpents, 


= 


ache fent them forth as AP COR 
[4 


re of men, andules muchwhat the ſame. 
Exvguage that one of his Prophets did bc- 

fate, Jir.9. 4,5. Take ye heed tery ons of 

bis Nizghbiur, truſt je not 19 aviy brother, for 
tvery brother will attt#ly ſupplart, and ety 
reigbbour will walk with ſlanders, atd they will 
aeteirve every one bu neighbour, and will not 
ſprat tbe truth ; they have taught ther o__ 
fo ſptak lits, ard thiy weary theriſelves tt come 
mit nignnty, Be wary what, and ro Whonir 
you ſpeak : In cvil times the prudecit Keep 


filence 3 when m ALE c offcodexs 
a Wort. Do not Fatty credit eyery pro- {4 
teſfour, there arCamy talle brechittn, whet © > 
though they ſpak you fair, have rats 
botninations in their heart. Beg witd6m- 
of God. that he would guide you with his: 
cyec, | 
But tet not a wily, ard (clfiſh heart _ 
pole upon you, and call cowardi(ſe by the. = 
name of diſcretion, If thy heart be aſus 3 
red to the world, and thou art _loath or&/ 
part with thy enjoyments that art earchly;- 
for the enjoyment of Chriſt and Glory ; 
if thou Jaokeſt upon earthly things""as. 7 
futabic; and (piricual with a ſtrange oye £ 
In fuſpeX' 
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. therer, or 4s @ thief, or as a buſic body in other 


ence juſt cauſe co reproach you, as well as 


- ſuffer asevildocrs, if coverouſnelſs, lying, 
* . ipjulticc, !{cdicion, rebellion, be juſtly laid 


burche Goſpcl,and your brethren who are 


7 purity in worſhip, and purity of life 3 chita 
the greater comfort will redound r@ you, 


the 


uſpeA thy. wiſdom to come not, from *Jih 
boye, and that will be found tolly in th 4 


2. Taks bred of ſuffering as an evil deer. , 
ou may in all likelihood have much c+, 
vil ſpoken agaioſt you ; but if it be falſly,; 
tis well cnough. "That counſcl and cautis ; 
on of the Apoſtle, is much co be obferyed,7 
1 P:1,4,15 . But let none of you ſuffer as 4 2 


mens waiters. Yoo mult indced expeR-co.1 
go throughcvil reporc, as well as good; 
tſhonour as well at honour, 2 Cor. 6; 1 
8. Buc do not by aoy ſiniſter aimes, by.1 
any,unwarrantable prattice, give conſcis,s) 


your cnemics. If you. are convinced and. - 


ro your charge, you will not ſuffer alone, - 


innoccat, will be branded for your ſakes? ; 
" Of lertherc bc nothing of a crime in your - 
*#Juffering3 purely ler it be tor che ſake of. 
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*® andadvantage to the Church of Chriſte... 4 
4 3- Take beed of vain glory in your ſufferings, . 
That glory that is but yain, is not worth: | 


" Q wm, 


a Yihe (ceking, much lefs che ſuffetiog to abs | 


tain. Though a ſufferer be in a low cott- 
Fdition, yet he is in = danger of being 
* 20 putt up with pride. "HK you defigo rhEad- 
*2{ vancing of your oWheſterm, and defiretb 
4) be pointed at as thoſe thar arc refolite 
»:} 2nd conſtane, you are Selt's, and#* riot 
JI Clirifts Martyrs. Mow far may pride' and 
x40 vain glocy carty an unſound proleffogr ? 
Me way grve all bis goods to ford the pooy, tis 
AY be boly to be burned, and yet in all this fee 
I bimſelf; and be defticure of love co Jeſus 
8 Chriſt, r Cor. 13. 3. As the Apoſtle (4 
1h Phul. 2. 3, Let nothing be done, (0 may I (ifs 
of ler nothing be ſuffered 1hiough ſtrife or vain 
if gry. "Tis a poor thing to be admired and 
'] comancnded of men; it the Lord does not 
cothmend you: If you ſeck nor bs; appto* 
barion, and that honour which' cores 
'Þ frorh bw, you may ſuffer here and eter- 
nally beſides. Aim not therefore” at ap 
'| plauſey' or any (ach carna), by, and Bbaſl 
J end * bur ler this be your defign,thar Chrs 
| may be magnifnd by you, whether it br by lif#'or 
Þ 63 death, Phil. 1. 28. | | 
4 Take brtd of being Saints i» ſhew; and 
iu [of ering in a goed Cauſe with an evil conſeiench; 
JF Hypotticical profeſſors are in a very bad 
| caſc 3 becauſe Profeſſors, the world hates 
| E chem 


em; becauſe bypreritical. they ate hated} 
- byche Lord - They hayc a form of gods 
laneſs,therefore the world ſtrikes at them i| * 

| jrapthe powey of godlinefs,therefore| 7 
God will nor. ſecure them. Oh cheretore] 4 
beg an uprightheart, and be ſure ro walk] © 
inzruth. Cover not wich the vail of hypo-| © 
icrific any luſt, that you judg pleafing or} © 
Profitable; but be Fewer inwardly, 1/r adhty] 16 
 Jndeed,, not contenting your ſelves with'a 4 
name; that'you are alive ; this you may 

q 
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have, and yet be dead in fin, and at laſt 
gp" 0 for it. ' P34) 
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Let me diſſwadc you from fearing any 
thing that may befall-you for following 
the Ford Jeſus. And let theſe two things 
be thought on, that fear is both, a Torment, 
and a Snare, - '; -, | 
4 Fear 6 4 terment, The fearful heart 

. 8 movcd, as the leavesarc with the wind. 
Whar anguilh (cizcth vpon the tirgorow 
ſpirit at the report akevil tydingsg how 
doth 4c fink into an hopeleſs kindrof. de- 
jeftion ? and ſo is made. more bate.and 
naked unto the ſtroke and dint of calanii 
ties which arc invading..." 


. 
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2, Fear 


1: 25:52, CF Dr; 3 
2. Fear 11 @ ſnare, Prov. 29. 25+ One 


| that fears an arm of Adſk, will ſoon be hur* 


ricd away from God, and into almoſt any 
unlawtul courſes, which by'bis carpdl and 
diſturbed'miad are judged;za have a tcn-* 
dency»tahis preſervatiou: :[Fyter fears, 

deayes'Chriſt, and not only {a;. buttallsa 


acurfings- {wearing char he: did not kaow 


him. |How is he toiled Hrough tear, who 


before (aid, Though albarg offended 49 forſake 


thee, yet will not .Cravwer ftars,and againlt 
his Conſcience ſubſcribes ro: Ropery:3 and 
anathematiz*s the Hercherof. Luther. and 
Zuinglius,thoble reſt orers obche Golpel;and 
of purcand undefiled Religion{which d&d 
2 long time layn buryed. by the prevailing 
of Antichrift:: Spire fears the Joofing:of 
his eſtate the beggering of: bis wifeand 
children, the hazarding of bis like, and ge+ 
nounces the Proteſtanr Religion, but-prc* 
ſcaly was (eiz'd upon by .the Pangs of 
deſpair-3 and-to the terrour and: aftanifh» 
ment of allabour him, ſpake as if he had 
been in Hell cit ſelf, even' while he was 
alive. . Oh therefore. be afraid of being 
afraid; if this paſſion: pteyail, you may. 
quickly fa!l ſo foully , as ro make you 
weep birtcely,if not cternally« |: 3708 
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I hall conclude with ſeveral Antidotcs 
againſt chis fantul and caſnaring fear of 
ſuffetings. The Antidotesare theſe, _ , 

1; One Antidote 1s 4 well grounded of = 
ranceaf the love of God. By this love, tear! 
wiltbe caſt out. The Apoſtle was ſo fat; 
from being afraid, that be gloryed 19 rribulan 
ie, and the reaſon was, becauſe the love of 
God, That is, the fſeoſe and perſwaſion of 
It, 94s abroad in bis brart by the Hely 
Ghoſt þ b was given to him, Rom. $+ 35 $. 
When we know that God is #%r1, we may 
conclude that afflitions, troubles , and 
death are ours, that evil men and cyil 
Angels too arc ours, that is, working our 
our good, though contrary to their inten- 
tions: The cnemics of believers arc but as 
ſo tmrany. Scullions to fcour them , ard 
-- makethem look the brighter. The aſſured 
Chriſtian concludes,that greater is he that 
is-in him, than he thag is in the World, and 
therefore he is undaunted. Heark, how. 
confidently the Saints of old ſpake, who 
knew the God of Fac'h was theirs, and 
with them, P/al, 46. 1,2. God i1 owr refuge 
and firevgth, a very preſent belp in trouble; 

| ther e« 


mo ©, © 
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1] therefore will w# 204 foar Megs tarth 
'| removed, theugh the A 4 mh 


the midſt of the Sear. 

Give diligence therefore ro make your 
Calling and EleQion, ſure. ; folir. 
Grace to the Touchſtane of the. Scriprute k 
that che truth thereof. may be 
ki chat che Lerd would fcaxch yon Bal 

Me out of every evil way 3 and that 
Spirit may bear witneſs with your (pi> 
7 at you arc indeed his Children, 

2, Alccond Aatidote againſt fear, 5 
clegr Conſcience, A pacified and wt Ir 
Conſcience , will make the heart very 
cAIqns 'Che Meathen Pocr cohld 

Ys | 

oh Act His murns "0 eſto ; 

A/ oy obs, Reps palleſcers ena 


Horat. Epiſt. 2. 


A Brazen Wall is not a Sceater ſeciiricy 


than an unſporred conſcience,” And. Sole- 


mon tells us, that a righrrous mas i; bold ar - 
Liv, The Apoſtle Paxil, when he was 
preſied out of meaſure by the weight of 
troubles,. above ſtrengths iBfornuch that 
he deſpaired cven of lite ; was he diſmay- 


ak ? No lofar from that, chat he rejoy- 


1: Th Was range: -indeed ; Whar 
E 3 might 


che cauſe. ha plidbeſs, when 
elder cal 'biF condition; was fo ex- 
iog dolctul 2 Ogr rare it this, ſayes I: 
Ts  eoliſles urs, 7” 7 
nd godly" picerity, not with fleſhly 
Ma For Bf et Shan ; 
Funk obo » 2, Cot.-1- 12. 
ake! io chiatÞb1 elect}: in ive, if 
citnes, aty breich*opon conſcience , b 
clofing 6 og ar that' breach 
fear. will afNavtr 
.. Athicd Nor againſt fear, te wile 
God, Divi What time I am 
Ky ald, I'willsra) Fate, 5 56:3:There's 
rhe or Pei car, 4hd the remedy againſt |; 
it, faith in.God, So.Plal. 112, 7. He ſhall »#t 
be afraid of til rydings » bis bart ui fixed: 
at fixes the Hghiteols twang*heart ? 
Truſting in the Loyal: © Pray for the increaſe |;, 
of: faith : be well acquainted with che | 
Promiſes, wherein God hath ſaid he will pl 
be 4 ſpreld, an biding place, a covert, a ſtrong | 
| Tower, i 4 Savioxr 3, and theſe promiſes will 
be as food for Foyle faith ro live upon, and : 
co grow ſtrong by. But be ſure ler X Foul A 
teſting in God be joyned with the dung of jp) 
goud, Pſal. 37. 3- with a defire and vr 
*- pleaſe him ; elſe he will rejeX your: 
confidence as preſurnption, and you ſhall, 
nor proſper i init. - 4- A Fourth 


X-' 


ey 


"Y 


A*Fourth Antidote againſt fear, 
(8113) "upon ' Ged, David when he was ia 
danger, eyes that he may be lead ro rhe 
Roc Ma as higher than he ; whth furs 


| With enemies, be gave himſelf wnts 
ayir, Plal. ro9. 4- and by this meadyhe” 
above his fears md terrours. He tells 
oly effeAual prayer was, Pſal. 34.4. 
ie br the Loyd, a»d be btard me, and daltpt- 
rid me from dll my fears,” The Concysfire's, 
feeble folk, bur have their dwelling amon 

the Rocks : You may leart'a great deal 
of-wiftome' from "thoſe Tittle creztdtts, 


rounded 


(By Faich aqd- Prayer you thauld be work+: 
Jiog Your felyes furcher” inco_the Roc , of 


Ages, and that Rock you! will finditn-' 
pregnable,* 2 209 
5. A Fifth Antidote againſt feartis as 
bravenly C oyver ſation, They who are much 
aboyc, char have cheir Treaſure in-chat 
place, where neither moth corrupterh;nor 
thiet approacheth, will aot be afraid of . 
priſons, af being robb'd,. of being {laſnfor 


the Teſtimony of Jelys: Their” ſouls can-" 


not be touched, their beſkriches are Juray 


gadverfatics cannor by gilt 
I way har Blpey or grace from them; and 


ble, and Gur of WAL" 6s Dd bao 'v THE 
iſtrajning take a- 


when this lite 1sdone, they will cater up+” 
_—_ on 


an that life which is infinicely betgec; 
They who walk cloſcly with Gol 


; and 


whoſe hearts as an heave-offcrigg are tre- 


gucatly giycn to. Him, 6g lifred” wp 3p Þi 
ways, who cycry day wo take ſeveral 
turns #» tbe City that bath foundations 3 wha 
often think of the glotious prize," and 
what. it wil! be to be perfeQtly holy, and 
moſt fully fatisfi:d_ in the upjnterry 
and ncyer ending enjoyment of Col; 
will be indiffereet what 'on earch they 
t with ; they. wil! not-be afraid of 
har man can do, fince when' their eoe- 


raics do their worlt, they. do their beſt; |; 
for when they take away their lives, they | » 


do but fend them thither, where they long 
and groan carneſtly to be received, and to 
make their everlaſting abode. - -.. © 

e Apoſtle informs us; | That thty who 
mind carthly things ard enemies to the C roſſe of 
Criſt, Phil, 3. 18,19. They feel not its 
crucitying yercuc, they arc afraid of ir,the 
-- are offended at ir :*. but as-for himſelf, 
whoſe converſation war in heaven, and who per- 
prtnally from thence way looking for 4 Saviour, 
the Lord Feſus Chriſt, he knew how to be 


abaſed, how tobe h » now to ſuffcr 
f by ate he was 


need, and learned in whatever 
cherewith co be contented, Phil, 4, 17, 12, 


compared with v. 20.0f ch3. 6, A 


— > 3. .43- as 


|  6.A fix Aatidoce againlt fear 1: @,/8 


| due confederation who your cnemic1 and troublers 
hk ing theta into the SanRuary, and 
there take a yiew of them, weigh them in) 
\ the ballance, and themſclyes with all cheir 
power, will be found fo hight, that you 


ind | >:will conclude that to be a very vain fear, 


ephich fuck yain and weak. creatures as 
bahey are, do raiſc in yous+ .; 


|: 1+ Your encmics are but men ; let them 


do thcir worſt, their moſt, they can bur kill 
the body, Ceaſe 3e from man, {aich the Prop 
pher, whoſe breath is in his noſtril:, for wheres 


| ; 2 7d be to be accounted of, The band of man, 


a3 tis norable co ſuppo.t 05, lo neicher to 


+ throw us down 5 and conſequently. he 


doth no-more deſerve to: be fearcd, than to 
be truſted wn by us. | 

' 2, Your cncmics are mean whom the 
Lord batyz 20d ſets his face againfl, He or- 
dains his, azo. againſt the perſecutors, 
Pfal. 7. 13s God ſhall ſhoot at.them, ſnd- 
denly ſhall they be wounded. He is more 
angty at-them, than eh y can be enraged 
againft you 3 and it will not be long ere 
he caſe-bimſclf and yau '0q of th fe bur+ 
thenſome_ oppre ſours, 1ſ--,3. 24. There- 
fore ſaith the Lord, the Lord of Hoſt:, the 
mighty nc of {iracl, Ab 7 will coſe me of my 


adv er 


_ | "5 _ : 
adutrſarie;, and avenge me of 'my'\ehumins, 
Fear becomes threw that baye (uth hiph<* 
ty-God their enemy; not 521 thaBbive hitn” 
ro be your Father and Defendtr: "700 


TheThird DoArine, 7 157 
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- Among other troubles, fome- believirs mdure 
bonds and inpriſemmint. = 934 T8 0 
[1 the Catalogue of ſafferivgs, impri- 
ſ$nment is reckoned by the Holy Ghoſt, 
Ht#6;11.36. And others bad 'tryat of cruct 
mocksngs and ſcourgingr, yea motevtrof bonds 
and impriſonment. Aba the' Apoſtle ſpeaks 
doe weeds Aftr 2, '4%,23 "And now 
old I go bound in the ſpirit unto fernſulem, not. 
n+"; things that (hat! vba ta there, 
ſav} that tht holy Ghoſt witwtſſerh in rvety City, 
ſaying that bonds ant] af fliEtins abidemr. The 
mernbers of Chriſt though mide free by 
their Head, yer may have ferters pur upon 
then by unreaſonable men» Th the 'im- 
priſonment of the Saints, two things arc 
ro'be conſidered. * © © Whit + 
"1, Their confinemtt, and the reſtraint that 


is laid pm th . Lib:r'y is'a ble to 
Nature, 'cis neefoke a great ayalts loſc 
- its and the cloſer the impriſonment is, 

F Nature 


> ons ie Sud nn STS, 


#” = 


' Nate accounts ic the mote iikſorhe. 


bave lhuers' ard frimds and" acquanmtance pur 
far away,may well be lookt upon ava great/ 
affliion. To be within double doors,ind, 
thoſe doubly barr'd 3 to 160k throygh1s 
ron grates,” 15 a condition: which: of 
{onuthing from above to ſywceren it. * 

2: Thar being numbytd among evil doersy is 
another parc ot the impriſcned believers 
tryal. As che Lord himfelt was nagubred 
among the tranſgreſſours, Tai 53.12. (o are 
his Priſoners. The ſame Gaol contains 
Thieves and Harlots, 'and the -Wirneflts, 
of Jeſus /"heir; innocetcy (is fall {eg ahd 
things that they know not-arc laid rotheir! 
charge : But the Lord hath promiſed, thar 
within a while, t þeir | r1gbrodioſneſſe! ſhall be 
broug bt forth as the light,” and their jnqgment 
as the Now day, Plal. 37 6: ' 3 IQ 

Now the 'Reaſon why: the Saintzire 
impriſoned by their enemich, is rwofold. 

1. That they way be puniſhed. It cher tnes- 
mies can go no further, they wiltediins 
far, and hereby thry chink ro take ſorne* 
revenge upon 'them ; rhough they lirtle' © 
imagine what a ſweet"place they fend: 
the Szints to 3 God turns their reyetge 
inco7x Bodnefſe,  * ba 

' 2. That they may be hindred from 'dring” 
gs, 


gu, 
while Libecty was. enjoyed, therefore 
Bac arc reſtrained, pond their feet made 
faft,, char hey may no longer bethus cr» 
| Mk , though ic be as their Lord and. 
alter ' himſelf was, in the daycs of his: 
Bur it is the application of this Do» 

LOA I priacipally iatcnd. 


"Ty" ae 
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WE: Dirc&ion, . how the Saints ſhould 
behave themlelves 1 when they are impri- 
oct: Thea carriage I ſhall dirct in 
c 7 ap ars;; -- 
They mulſi-carry themſclycs humbly 
hh 54 god. Sia and thedefert of ic ſhould 
cd to remembrance 3, and how a 
wore chan a priſon hath been juſtly 
oye. X ou ſh Qual lameac your not im*- 
jng of Liberty while you had ir, your 
ME ablenefs, Your unuſefulneſs, that 
rae cle good was done, when you had 
apporcunities in your hands, The Crofle 
indeed that's laid upon you, is a badge of 
honour ; and yet withall there is ſome: 
what medicinalin it, which argues remai:1- 
ares an ſpicitual diſtempers (hat ſhould be 


mats* 


other Reaſon why the Saints are. 
They! wear about doing gaod 


d 


matter of bumiliation. The more hott 
ble and contrite you arc, the more viſits 
ou arc likely to have from the High and 
Loky One, who iohabiteth Eternity: +He 
dwoils with the lewly, that be may revue the 
iris of the bumble, ard that be may rewve the 
To contrite ones, Ia. 57.15. © 

2. You muſt carry - your (clyes week! 
and rndefily toward; your enemins ; you 
bleſs thera that curſe you, and py for 
your deſpigh:tul perſccutors, Mas. 5-49 
Call not the VWild+fire of your own paſlt- 
ons by the name of zeal: andever remem- 
ber that excellent and divine Maxime, The 
wrath of man werketh not the r1ghteouſneſſe of 
Ged, Jam. 1.20, Imitate the perieft Pats 
tern, Who win he was reviled, 4cviled 
not again, when he ſuffer dhe rhreatned 
not, but commirred. hiow(elf to him that 
judgeth rightcouſly. Meckneſs and liumi- 
lity will be lovely and convincing tooy in 
thecycs of your adycrſarics,and t 4 may 
be brought ro acknowledge, if Chrilt hach 
any followers, that yo» do moſt reſemble 
him, and are likely to be the perſons-* ' 

3: Be not dawned at impriſexment. Leok 
with another kind of countenance than 
thoſe do that ſuffer for cyil doing. Ler not 
your joyes be fo lew az to be in the m—_ 

Lt: 54 i 


C88) 1 
ofereatures] ro robiyou of them. : Shew 
by yoar chearfulacſs you have cholen chat | 
| part Which men cannot take away 
rom you: Check your ſpirits when thay 
begin: ro defpotid', and fay witty: David, 
Pd, 43; wit, Why art thou. caſt. down O 'ny 
ſoul? and why art\thon di{quiared withinue? 
Hope'thou in God, for T ſhall yet pracſe Wm, who 
3: the 'bralth of my + crntenanceg wnlh my Go, 
Andtar'you may be chus forrifitd; beg 
charthe Lord would ſtrengrþan you. ac+ 
cording to his glorious power ' wich 'all 
mighty unto alt-patience and long-ſuffer- 
Tong with'j»ytulneſs, Col. x. 11. 
** "4; Since you are taken off from other" buſi- 
weſt, abound thi' mwe in duty. /Now the 
Thronc of Grace ſhould be oftcn viſited ; 
and the Word which ſtrengthens in weak» 
neſs, which revives igzheavine(s, ſhould be 
more'than ever feaffred into. It 1s meet 
that/Pr:ſon: ſhould be Hoſes of Prayer." Be- 
_ mngſcqueſtred from'che World,you ſhould 
berhe. nigee wich God. Pull up all the 
Floo#gares, 'anid "ler rhe ſtream -of your 
affections run with aft holy violence to» 
wards hits Ever 'be telling trims whac 
yow-need, what you deſire, and be encou- 
ragedby the promiſe he hath made #» ſets» 
ate tht weary, aud racrepleniſh every ſorrowfal 
foul, Jer. 31. 25; Fellow» | 


” Ov V5 O00 Wiles MY <6 ÞþÞ# we 


F Fcllowſhip with' God will make ſoli- © * 


tude pleaſant 3' you will fiod, though 


alone, that you have the beſt company. 


If you art continually almoſt ſpeaking;co 
God by; (upplication and thanksgivingand 
heaxiog: at, he ſpeaks zo. You 'by: his 
Wards.aod Provides ces,.and Spirit, .you 
will hayc xcaſon-to profeſs, that a-Prijſeris 
one,of - beſt places of abode, nexc, toi the 
SarGuery andthe New Jeruſalem, 
5. Las 19priſurment be: improved h 4 to 
furrkar noun ogr eſs in ſartteficanion. Raulack 
cycxy corner of your hearcs4 Deal; much 
moxe ſeverely, with' your lofts chan'imen 
can deal wah you ; cry.out with viclenige 
2gainft yaur flcſkly and worldly inclioati 


cns- .; Tis fin.that. deads and imprifvas '@* 


your Spirics 5 the more {anQified you 

the more you will be at an Teh 
Lord, and ſpeak it ;1 >m your. very: heares; 
that fig is#he-worlit of, all your' adverias ' 
ries, and that the remaindcrs. of the: old 
man! are-worſe than any-fctt2rs  in-'the 
world. Never letthe Lord alg.e till you 
find the body of death pining afid dyivg = 
ſenſibly awayathe world asa contertptible 
thing morcunder your feet, and your 
ward man-cocrealicg ſtrength, and grows 
ing up apace ts the meaſure of -1be ſ{dtars if thi 


fulneſſe of Chriſt, EpF ©. 451 3. uSE 


SE 11. 


Oi Conſolation to impriſoned belieyers: 
Several. tbings may be-. ſuggeſted as 
grounds of comfort and encouragement, 

1. God can come at bis people through barr'd 
and belted doors, No dungeon can keep the 
Priſoner cloſe from him. We read that 
the Lord came co his Diſciples th# door 65% 
wg ſha, and ſaid, Prace be unto you. And if he 
come-into the Priſon , the Door being 
ſhort, and by his Spirit ſay, Peace be to thiz, 
the Priſoners hearc will leap for joy, he 


will (ay, not bow dreadful, bur bow delightful - 


is this place ? this is no ether thay the Hooſe of 
God, and thisis the Gate of Heaven, Our ad- 
verſarics, let chem diſpol: of as where and 
- how they plcaſe, cannot keep God from 
- Us, or us from God, they cannot ſhut us 
up from his preſence : and where his gra* 
cious pteſence is vouchſafed, there is reſt ; 
all inconveniences and miſcries are (o lighc 
that they are hardly worth che taking 
notice of. | 

2, The btart rnay be enlarged where the body 
* confined, The Soul may be brought our 
of Priſon, when the body 18 commited to 
it, In the 2f1rtimow the form of Law runs 

q 
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| ths, Thx the Cooke take the "oo wh 
ſuch an one. Verily over the (pitirthey 
have no power. What believer wonld not 
be content to be canfined, 'upori'conditiont 
his heart” mighr be made more free 29 dis 
ty, more free duty # upon-cohiditionſhis 
&fires might oy ors ahd his 
Jongings after « of all gracey' rnight 
grow much ftronger than the thirſt of th 
moſt ſeriſuat afrer pleaſures,or of rhe 

worldly minded atter Gold'and Silvet; 
* 2: The Lord who will condemn woe 

Viſit wor the Priſoners, Mar: 25. ll nov fail rd 
viſit thew himſelf, And as they 'more ' heed 
tetreſhmenrs they ſhall furclyenjoy theme. 
He will behold them wich a. reconciled 
face, and (&y-r6them, I aw your light and 
ywr ſalvation,be not terrified with the darks 
neſſe of: the-calamitous day wherein'you 
live. Thesgroaning of the priſoner doth 
pierce the Heayens, and enters into thie tar 
6t the Lord of Sabaothy who will cerorn' 
11 anſwer of peace and conſolation.” :' 

4. The Priſoners of Chrift are Priſoners of 
Hope. They are in byr during the King of 
Swnrs his 'ptexfore. Tf Chriſt fay, Come 
forth, even a' L:+zaw ſhall break out of & - 
Grave : And ib he Wave the Key of the 
Ctayc, (ſurely the x ptiſons wirar | 


k 


_—_ % "OO. 

emmand ;' they canhot bold href God 
he hath a naind 5@ ſer at'libexry- Priſon 
may {e0n grow lick of the Saints, ; 
vomit them gut as the Whale did Jos 
However, it will not be | © _—_ 
of glorious liberty, and of full 
on come 5 and then the hy arigs of 


Saints,will be bound hand and, foot, and 
into outer darkneſs ; and the 
__ haye wy ' Entcr wo Fae 
preparcd for them, t@ (ce 

face to face, without any letr from others 
or themſclycs, :and to live cternally.in bs; 
er wg where there is fulns(s of joy, and plec-, 
ſures for evermore, Pal. 16. ults 1 


The Fourth Dodtine, 
. The Devil is the ipriſencr of Beliguers. 


Sayesthe Text, Behold the Devil ſhall caſt 
fome of you inte priſer. The wards may be; 
'referred more particularly © the Minis 
ſters, or more gencrally to the Saints in 
Smyrng, 

r, More parneularly to the Monfp 
by One Candleſtick the — Body-of 


Congregation, ſo by Ore' A 
*cowpany of the Paſtours aro | 
\ 
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Each * Miciflers Sat t never © 
peicher caf, he now cadure- hs 


rs rag INST] 
your up wit h pxi ay. 
Heby, UTE, to ['* | 


n, hes Ore OY 


&d, ard, his 
d by. her | 
every hems Bar = ous Tu 


, 4g-.chem. 5 ig troy hin es NOT 


t him. ao aJone, l r phe 
but man armed: 19: ken F 
FFaceung) (XY eper 
& rebiklg c (rave 3 


ſleſs hina... Note | k 
cpptel at_thems and 


ha of-4heir, houſts into places 


ql he” 56d of:darkneſs would not that 
HY Stars, ſhould. ſhine ; 'he would | 
© theſe Candles pu put; Baſel: . jet 


Sy 
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'Lipki FR wit Satan is: DE. 


fikd, harcful and hating fpicit 5' ir diſco! 
-yers what his works be, namely ro-pothure 
and by polluting to fir us oy perdirion. 
Lithr allodifcovers what ſig'is, and” rhe 
unconceivable ncedfulneſs ad excellency: 
of the Lord Jeſus. Aud hereuport the Des 


wyilfVWaſlals, fevcral of them, arc made tos- 


*pethink thenifclyts, and are delivered from! 
fl Pewer : f dhrÞrefs, axil trien ated into the 

Get f rBor ol, Gol.'t: 13. Thi 

or rh oand'6f mans (alyitin'is hat 
top ears; he leaprifogs chereforethe 
Een of theſe glad-tyd wee cloſe! 
ſomrtimes, that the flock be cdified-! 
ang in a publick » nor more ptivate/ 


way, 

24 - The words raay be referted more ge 
ally to the Sang in Smyrna, Every mem» 
berof Chriſt the Devil hares,' and would 
faio rearfrom him 3 every ſheep this roats 
_ ing Lion would make his Sie {therefore 

he, taifes petfecurion to irten thern 
from following. their great” Shepherg. 
Though herein rhe ſubrle Serpent plays 
the tool cgregiouſly 3 for the Sajgts grown[pr 
more atquainted with their, Lord. in Pris! 
fon, like him'the better, and. are koitthe! 

'to him cyct after, 1, 
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: nater, or falſe accuſer, He accuſerh , 
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T-anberrir Ku ed, Mow: 
may be enquir Dy 
Devil doth caſt the Saiots into pri i | 
The Reſolution of chis ſhall -be in Ms 
three particulars. 

t- The Devil firs up fale cen: hh 
levers, The Name which the Holy Gh 
gives him in-the Texc is 3 SeiGoaG « calms 


Brethren before God, and-his loſtromenis. 
athis inſtigation do it before. men, He ins. 
ſpired talle witacfles -gzinl Chrift 5! he 
doth the ſame againſt Chrilts followers. 
This unclean Spiric is utterly "alienazed. 
both from Tr«th and Love. Malicious 


'Kiyer, eſpecially againſt che We is. , 
'Fheis the Father of : Words char they nc+ 


yer (pake, nay, which to ſpeak is againſt 
their conſcience 3 Deeds that they never 
did, nay which they abborto do, are not» 
vichltanding fathered upon them by'the 
children of the Father of Iyes and lyars,” * ...” 
2. The Devil cheriſkes in the minds of 
his ſervants// ubreaſonable jealoufies and 
lucmizes'conceraing Saints j. and this is a 
$:[nother matter which occaſions their 1m» 
priſonment 3 they arc lookr upon asdan- 
gerous perſons, and that 'tis jnconvenicne 


lc and tinſafe to have them at liberty. - As 


nn Primitive Chriſtians hadithe 'skins of 
brute 


. pray Earneftly and defire ann noon 
- 


| ; p _—_ TY OR 26 
bfere bealfs prit tipon'rhem/ an hen w 

wortyed. So belieycrs arc modus 
Satan to the 'mainds of their 'enemies,” as 
enemie; 18 Government, as Turners of the world. 
dow», 'a$ theſe that would Yitthe Nation 


from'deſcrving ſuch a Charafter '1 They 

ny to live quiet and praceable lives in 
all godiineſs and honeſty. They are "indeed 
che Diſciples of the Prince of peace, and: 
make conſcience of following after Peace 
2nd belinreſs, without which no man ſhall 
ſee the Lord , "Heb. 1 2. 14. {16 
+ 3, The Devil bightens thi enmity againſt, 
and hatred of piety, that natwally is in thi 
minds of the ungodly ;, ſo that 'it breaks owt 
into a&s of cruelty and injuſtice. Although 
corrupted Nature of it felf be very furious, 
yer 'cis more violeht when'the Devil joyss 


with it. Me can ſcr'an edpe'on the luſts of | 


mcn, and make 'them the'tnore impetu 
ous. When concupiſcence is' blown up by 
ati unclean Spirit, how doth it burn and 


flame then? When pride is hightned by] 1 
2 proud Deyil, how uncontroulable is i}: 
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it's combuſ}ivn. ' But'oh ! how far are they | 
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by any adviſe or conſideration ? and 'iv 


like manner, when enyy, hatt&d-and mw} 


lice, and uncharitablencſs ( as they are paſ 
4; of - » 4 | rog | 
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<&:L if not at abr vos lives. | 


{our Lord Chriſt Ip oivg you for the 
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Of counſel and advice to perſecytors, I "2 
nor bur this Book may light into the. 
hands of one of them. Und 
enemy, Whoever thou art, that thou! b, 
a friend at the G ouſe who. yo G 
thec well, who a= 54 for thy plface 2s 
yell as bis own, who would, rea ia 

y pcrniciqus way ; not ſo muc 

ainrs ſake as for thy own: for rg fo 
thy ſelf, not them, the greateſt miſchief. 


Ler not O ye perſecutors, your rage ſtop 
our cares, be a little in cool bloods! and 
rken unto theſe two words of. ecath: 


_ Conſider then by whom, you are - 
ated. - The Deyil caſts the. Saints into 
-priſon, whoſe inftruments. and ring 

en are you ? Isthere not a berrer Maſter 
tobe ſeryed, a berter work to be employ» 

&d fabour ? What thanks do you think 


leryice 
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2 2But you will fay, *Tis z4al puts "4 ipait 
what ia ang ed hope we do 'Gid res 
Chatch goed ſervice : Yes; (0 the Jews 
chought they ſetved God; when they fer 
rhemſelycs againlt bis 00 : and Chriſt 


. himſelf forcrold this, Fob: 16. 2. They ſhall 


pur you ext of the $ ynagegues, they ſhall 8X01» 
municate you, yea the time cometh, that wh! 
ſuever kuilath you will think” that be doth Ged 
good ſervice. © | 
"12. Othat you wonld become friend; to your 
ſelver, by bring friend; unto the Saints, The 
Apoſtle Panl (ayes that before his conver- 
fion , be was 'extreding mad againſt the 
Lords Diſciples, As 36. 11. He ſhewed 
himſelf to be exceeding mad indeed, to 
ſer himſelf againſt chem thar' were ſo dear 
co the Lord jcſus- Bur ar tHaſt he is reco- 


+ vyered'to his wits, he is cured of that per- 


ſecuring phrenzy that poſſeſt and ated 
him, and then he ne that faith, which 
#nce be endeavoured to deſtroy, Gal. 1. 23. 
O that you would become propagatours 
of-that Goſpel which now you oppolc 
and hinder jrom being preached, * 


USE EL 


trite yu'ds ro his defleipay,” -3-" 
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of conſolation to the priſoners f Jeſu 
Cbrift. 


. 14. Think how weak the Devil 16, if comdand 
with the Captain of your Salvation, Chrift has 
fought with this old Dragon and 'over- 


come him, he has tried his ſtrength, and: 


has been much too bard for him: He - 
has taken the Devil captive and- holds 
him in a chain. As- che' great Emperour 
and Conquerour Tamerlave kept: Bajuze 
the Turkh King in an iro caget: So 
the Lord Jeſus having (ubdued Saran keeps 
him in ſhackles ; he cannot flir to deftroy 
a Swine, much le{s ro moleſt a Saint 
without Chriſts leave ; and will he give 
the Devil leaye ro do any thing*to; bis 
faithful followers that may: be "really to 
their prejudice ? | 

2. There is Icſs danger when: Satan 
rages, then when he flacrers ; 'tis better he 
ſhould caſt you into ptiſon for well doing, 
then draw you into his ſnare, and unto 
the commiſſion of evil. His pleaſing 
temprations are moſt hard to be reſiſted. 
When you ſec him furious and play the 
Devil 


” Devil indeed; as 'tis a ſign he has loft you ; © 
ſo hizenmity being more perccivable, it © 
. will} make you fly to that Mercifnl and 
- Faithful High Prieſt who khnones bow to. ſuc- 
- #827 ther that are tempted, Heb. 2. ult, And. 
belides his hatred at ſuch a time being fo 
vilibly diſcoyeredy 'twill make you mare 
ſobcrand vigilanteverafter ; and to get 
on the 'armour, thar you may ſtand -a- 
gatoſt alÞ his wiles all his devices. - 
© 3, The Devil may bave great wrath, but 
be hath but a ſhort tie, Rey- 12.12, He 
1s the more buſie becauſe he is aware that ; 
your warfare will ſhortly be at an end 
and thar the ſpiritual combatants, within 
2 few ycares will be Conquerours and 
Crowned. Happy thoſe that are above / 
Devils cannot come at them ! they know 
not what temptation means. Tis no more 
poſlible for any ofSatans fiery darts to hic 
any of the Saints in glory, than for an 
Arrow that we ſhoot upward into the 
aire to hic the Sun in the firmament. 
Now you Saints that are below , will 
come to be above ſhortly, Rewanr 1 3,114 
Your ſalvation growts nearer and marir every: - 


day. 
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---- The Fifth DoRcine © 20 5 

Saints are impriſontd that thiy may be 
tried, * > = 


-aat 


The Devil , fayes: the rexr, ſhall caſt+ + 
ſome of you into-priſon that yo may be 
ied) The wotd inthe original is vwgedim 
that -y8 may be tempted, Now trial,or ternp» 
cation: 45 ſomerimes taken in a #«# {ome- 
rtirnes in'a good ſenſe, and rhe text may be 
underſtood cicher way. ED 

I; Tryal or temsptation way be tak ti in a bad 
ſenſe at riferred to the Devil. Certainly he: 
by impriſoning believers deſignesto make 
them weary '6f their 'Lords'Yoak ; he 
would fain haye them murmure .#nd be 
impatient under reſtraint, and draw them 
ro ſottic ſinful compliance, ro the wound- 
ing of their conſciences for the regaining 
of their liberty. He endeavours ro make: / 
chern grow diſcontented, 8 quarrel at the 
Lords difpenſations 3 that rheir enemies 
which-are vile, and the'baſcſt of men . 
ſhould yet proſper , and themfelves 'in 
the' "mean tirne be expolet to fo'many 
hardſhips 'and inconyeniencies notwirh-! 
Randiog che tategrity- of their hannywhy *Be # 
- bs ; r > 


| aa 


2. Trial or temptation may br taken in a 
good ſenſe, ar referred to God; permitting"the 
Sent te be thus exerciſed. He hath certainly 
2 wile, and gracious, and holy end in it- 


"Tis true, God 84»net be tempted with evil, nii«. 


ther tempreth be any man, Jam. 1.13. And 
yet-'cis expreſly affirmed that God- did 
cempt- Abrabam, Gcn.'-20. 1. How ſhall 


theſe two places be reconciled ? I an{wer;. 


Thattemptation ſpoken of by the Apoſtle 
James, is to be underitoaod conceraing 


drawing away and enticing to wichtdneſy, wt 4, 


of ch, 1- And thus God-tempterh not 3, he 
neither infuſcth , nor excites any ſinful 
inclinations 1a the heart of man,buc ſtri&- 
ly forbids fin, and will ſcycrely puniſh it- 
Thus men are;tempted by Satan, and eſpe» 
cially by their own luſts. Bur chat temp» 
cation ſpoken of by Moſes, is as much as 
trying. or making proof of Abrabams ſincerity : 
and thus to tempt, 1s not at all unbecom- 
i0g, or inconfiſteot with che Lords hali- 
nefle and goodneſs : and when he. ſuffers 
believers to be impriſoned,'cis for theit try» 
al that he does ic. 4; ut) 

Now here I ſhall firſt ſhew, What of 
the Saints is tryed by impriſonment, and 
* Cuffcringsof the like nacure- Iys 


| the untilamabledeſs of thcir converſations 
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to whar end they 
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thus "p & % 
In the. firſt place, whar"sf he $dints's; 
we by 1wpriſonment, and (uff&ings of the 
like nzture. | Firſt, ' they Pairb!* Serondly, 
their Love, Thirdly, their ſub)iFien "and 
obedience, FED 1,50 50! Oy. 
"1; Their Faith 15 tryed. They that eah 
'Iboſe what they haye'for Chriſt, it argues 
& fulFperſwaſion that Chriſtis beret "chat 
their carchly -- > far and' that they 
befieye”there isfuich a falſe in bir ag'can 
mike opal} rheir lofles. Such'eftecry the 
-protniles of cretnal bleſſings, © exceeding 
'grear and precions,” who are | cd'to 
embrace them whatever they fling'away 
beſides. 'When'in 1'good Caulk welightly 
eſteem liberty and outward accommoda- 
'tions; it ſhewes we have that faitly whichss 
the ſubſtance of things brped for, avid the +wi- 
|dtnct of things not feen, Heb. 11 17 Outtaith 
'gives a ſubſiſtence ro; and wightily teallts 
zeth thoſe things. which as ytt we-have 
'only the hopes of crjoying;' 41d makes 
the great things of another worlÞ evident, 
though .not''to be ſeerr or -pofieffed till 
hereafcer. Faith is a noble grate,'it gloxi- 
Hes God exccedingly 3 when'a manupon 
the Eords word, will conſenr” to quit all 
that's near and deat to him,in cxpeftarion 
of 
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taioly our loye abuts painted not a tral 
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Te 


7”. ea 
| din 


ant het -had COPE, again 
in hoger t Jonacban ww 
$3] Lap not. co 


bis ag If we love out Lord, 
I- $ bde boſ ta RF ang 

X deny fro giffolziog Re le 
| e.ust9 cling the cloſer 
1d dey wil faſter about Fung LES», / 
impriſonmcnt,: and ſuffering 


= Salmon there is a tryal 
; believers ſubjettion and ob vl Wh 


Will ds far God, though pore hong i 
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_— of God 

MEN» , AIC as y then las (rho 

gare/han the threats of men,, and dread 
copies More wagrong _ 'F.3 

 thisis.2demonfiration tha 

muced unto Chriſts 2m us 

Promilt of the Capengne | is ful 

| 8.10, od will pat wy Lawes ito th 

aud write themin their bearts, ar 
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thens 4 God, . a»d they ſhall be to mg 

In the ond ceI am wap 
abat 2d God will phat Saws thus al you, a 
I, That the truth of their ED 


lent. ; and great peace mu 

micant, of that cyidence., When 

istrycd in the fire, and gliſter 

"Heh the  brightee they may OE prongs | 

ced rich indeed The man that is.zich tn 

theWorld,herh vo reaſon to glory im a 

tor he is but a beggar n.com | 

2, They arc tryed that Satav way kt met 

«4, He can no. longe fay that the Saints 

arc a groney ot (el bh, when ſelfis thus 
cd, "when peace of. cauſc is-Pre= 

net bchore the greateſt cu ward prac 
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yenture what che world tan do to them, 
br rake from cthem- The Lord may fay to 
Satain' (arid this accuſer of the brerhreh 


have nothing to reply ) Haſt thou confue. |- 


red my (offering Servants, how perfelt and up 
rh! they be? They fear Gaa, and eſchey evil, 
gh by departing from evil they make them 
ſelves 4 prey. 
* 3. Beclieyzrs are tryed, that Grd who nj. 
belds them may be homured, The Lord i 
with them in the furnace ; he keeps them 
like the Buſh in the midſt of the Aaming 
Fre, nnconſumed: He ſhewes his wildome 
and grace, in fo remprriog the furnace, as 
that itis both colcrable, and alſo cffcual 
unto their refining. * The Saints have 4 
bundant cauſc readily ro acknowledge, 
that their {upport in rrouble, their benefit 
by ttouble, and their deliverance? out of 
trouble;! is wholly to» be: alcribed unto 
God:: and he is glorificd by this, Which is 
ſo juſt'an acknowledgment. 
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Of Admorition to unfourd Profeſſonr!: B; 
reſtleſs cifl you are ſcarched and chanhil 


lnd profperity: ; and ſothe inheritance # 
bove may be ſecured, they pur it to the 
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fo, 25 to haye trath in your tts's 
Uſc'you will never abide the tryal : tn the _ 


time of rempcatior), your ſandy fi 
Dor Ter 


ons will deceive you ; your 6m 
ind great will bi the fall of it, Mat. 7. 27: 

”" You will fall away further frond Ged,jwveri 
feully ixto fin, more arep wto bell $ and all 
theſe falls will be great and dreadful: * 
"7. You that arc unfound, f times of © 
'ryal wil fall away further from God: 
Some of you; though never brought quite 
bome, yet haye been almoſt perſwaded 

have been not far from the Kingdlome of 
Heaven. Bar all this common wotk; j 


hy relt in it, will dye away : when Chritt 


ts you upon ſuffering, you will fotſake 
Im. S«fer is an hard word; who can beat. 
it? And when you leave the Lord, you 
bid farewel to the Father of mercics; the 
God of love, and of all grace, the Fotin= 
tain of living waters, the Prince of peace{* 
the only Saviour. Well may do #2 | 
Oh how much tolly is there in back-ſlids 
inp ! | SETAE 
2, To will fall mot folly inte fon,” Got 
may quickly throw the Reins our of MF' 
hands upon the neck of corrupted Narure Þ 
and whithee may you be cartyed ? * Apo 
| ſaciving profeſſors A turn wot et 
; nc 
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T wy oſcience.thar on once — 

it allcep again, HCEpS MIOre LOUnaIy. 
The heart that was once reſtrain'd from fin 
thac reſtraint being gone, is more cager to 
commit iniquity . than before. Nay, "ts 
ſomtimes obſcrycd, that backſliding pros 
feſſors. cance become cruel perſecutors of 
thoſe wayesWhich once were forwardly 
owned by them. It this be not the unpar-+ 
donable fin, I amfure it comes io the ve- 
ry brink of it. 

3. You will fall more diep inte Hell at laſs, 
Chriſt cells us that the laſt end of ſuch 
worſe than thur beginning, Mat. 12. 45- and 
that both as to {in, and as to puniſhment. 
Mow large will be the Vial of wrath to be 
emptied upon Apoſtates heads ? how hot 
their place in the. Lake that burns with 
fire and brimſtone ? Thoſe, that, as the 


Apoſtle ſpeaks are twice dead, plucks the 
rew#;, Jude 12. The ſccond ho fill be 
more terrible to thera, they will beerernal 


fewcl to a more furious flame. The ſuffer- 
ings of the Saints, whether impriſonment, 
or deathg are not worthy to be named the 
ſame day, wich eycrlaſtiog confinement to 
autcr darkneſs, and ſuffering in the higheſh 


degree 


] out-Fun, as to rit 8 exccſs, the} * 
hat neycr pretended to-ReligionÞ' 
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roger at heart, that have God m your 
mourhes, bur he isfar from your Reins : 
On how. loug will it be cre you attain to 


uprightneſs* . 
—_ uSB it; #: 


Of Encouragement to the Saints when 
they areexc:rciled with Tryals. | 

0 © The Lord bath promiſed to keey you when 
you art tryed. He may fan and winnowbut 
not a grain of corn ſhall fall ro the ground 
ſoas ro be loſt. That Scripture is very 
obſervable, Rev. 3. 10, Becauſe thou beſt 
kept the word of my patience, 1 alſo will brep thed 


from the hour of temptation, which- ſhall \coms _ 


. aj all the world, t» try them that draall xpon 
the earth, He will keep from the hout-ob 
temptation, that is; from the prevalency: 
of; and corruption by temptation ih that 
hour. Bur thea you mult be ſure ro kee 
his Word, which 1s called the Word of his 
paticnce, becauſe ic propoſes Chriſt as ate 
example of paticnce,and layes an injunRi= 
on upon You to be like him. And it you 
look up>o this word, as your fd, as your 
pby ich ,- as your treaſure, as your armour, 
as your berwnage, I hope you will look up» 
on it as well deſcrying to be kept-by- you: 
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Graceis of that nature that it increaſes and- 
ſtrength by cxexcile. As the Wid- 
owes'Oyl by being drawn out did multi» 
ply 3 ſo Grace is augmented, not dimini- 
ſhed; by being uſed. Hark to the Apoltle, 
- Roms, 5. 3,4 5, Knowing that tribulation wor- 
keth _— z not only trycth patience, but 

workecth patience 5 4nd patience Experience, 

and ay, * one hope, and bope maketh not aſha=; 
med, The righteous by tryals and difficuls 
ties are not ſtopt as diſcouraged perſons, 
but bold on their way, nay not only hold on, 
but grow and go Rtronger - a»d they that 


. BY; Job 17. 9. 


wan that endureth temptation,for when be it try« 
Lord bath promiſed ts them that love bim, And 


Painz,and diſgrace,and ſufferings to be for» 
_ Kotren, 


The Sixch Dorine. 


wajes z after tm day, that 12, a ſhert 
time, 4 prried will be put tot, 


4) wad "1 FT WOE 2a I - .z + YN "-"M * 
*# , 2; Ter tryal; will Kr Jeu 08 grow 18 grach | 


beve clean bard: ſhall wax ſtronger and ſtron-." 


3. After you have edurid tryal, you ſhall by w 
own'd and crown'd, Jam. 1.12, Bliſſedisths | 


> be ſhall receive the Crown of life, which the © 


that Crown when received will make all +1 


The tribulation of Believers will not. laſt at: (x 


Ye 
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| Ye hall haye tribulation ten dayes. The 
| Holy Ghoſt reckon#by dayrr,not years,and 
according to the uſual manner, in Serip* 5 


- Iture, a certain number is pur for an uncer- 
;: | rains ten dayes for a few 'dayes. The &þÞo- 
-[ſtle, 2 Cor, 4. 17, calls rhe troubles of Be» 
| [lievers nor'only Vghr offliftions, but affirms 
[they are but for 4 moment; and becauſe rhiey 
*1:Jare bur for a moment, ſurcly much the 
- [lighter. 
| The Arguments to confirm this DoRrine 
; [ate theſe. 
1 | 1. One ſhall be drawn frem the defire in 
> 1 JCbrift the Head to bave bis members with him, 
TITherefore-'they ſhall nut long be abfene 
vi[from him ; and when they are with him, 
Jno troubles at all ſhall be cheir compani» 
ns. Chriſt in the dayes of his fleſh prafed 
Iitbus, -Job. 17. 24. Father 1 will that "theſe « 
# whom thou haſt given me ,be with me where 
: Yam, that they may Febold my yer thes 
given me, for they lovedſt me before the 
mdation of the world. Chriſt is now gone * 
$0 his father, 2nd he hath prepared Man» *# 
Pons for the Saints, and rhofe Manſions” 
Mall nor be long empry- Believers groan to 
cloarhed upon with their houſe whit 
Strom Heaven ; ro be abfen from th 
» I; and c9 be prefeor with the Lord. The 
+ RE G3 td 


vo ( 92) | 
Lord Jcſus defires,, and hath prayed for 
cheir company-. gurely ic will not be long Þ 
betage thoſe who are lo mutually. deſirous 
of cach other, do come together. - | 
. 2+, A. ſecond Argument ſhall'be drawn | 
from the ſhortneſs of the triumpb of the Sau | 
gdverſerier. God will quicklycur aſunder 
theicords of the wicked, that plaw; upon 
Sous back, and make long their furrows. | 
 bave ſeer, ſaith David, the wicked in great 
prover, ayd ſpreading bimſelf like @- green By 
cree ; jet be paſſed away, and loe be wat not, y14 
[ ſought kim, but be could not be found, His]: 
great power, Which he abuſes ta opprefiÞi: 
and trouble, and bimfclt roo, ſhall quickly 
Paſs away. All the glory of the ungodlyſ\; 
15 a5.a dream,and is chaſed awayas a night; 
vifioo. And when they are. laid ip aq « 
, duſt, and dearh is feeding -on them, 1 g 
can devour the upright no longer. - An, 
truly rhe more violent they are, the horf: | 
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xer oftentimes is their- triumph -3 cruel 
doth ripen them apace for vengeance, 
3. A Third Argument ſhall be dray 
from the ſhortneſs of the Saints continuance. 
this vale of tears; Their tribulation 
poſſibly be of any long 'duration. 
are bur travellers through the world, 
yill quickly be at cheic journeyes- £<aF- 


A few years, nay perhaps a few tourhs © 
will bring co crernitys.2 A 
time is no longer there will be ng lop | 
trouble. The thoughts of dent, though 
terrible to the ungodly, as putting. a fu 
ſtop to- all their conſolation, may be-xe- 
'freſking to the Saints. Death is their, /a# 
/Enmmy ; after death no cnemy can moleſt 
them. Thcic dayes arc (wiftter than'a 
- [Weavers Shuttle 3 they baſt tro anend, as 
the Ships of defice to the Haven, os che 
Eagle to the prey : and as their dayes poſt 
4 '2way, ſo their troubles and diſtrefles make 
{pecd ro a concluſion, , of 
2.4, A fourth Argument ſhall be drawn 
'from the Saints immediate entrance; into 
eſt upon their diflolucion. The Apoſtle 
-joyns being <;ſſalved and bring with C brs/t tg 
WT gether 3 and ſpeaking of believers in- the 
general, he (ayes 2 Cor. 5. 1, For we knew 
F- #bat if our rarthly houſe of this Tabernacle were 
&ſſolved, we have ( not we ſhall have, but we 
bave ). 4 building of God, an houſe not made - 
with bands, eternal in the Heaven, The (pirits 
I of juſt men immediately upon their {epa® 
;F- ration, are made perfect, perieRtly. tree 
Wfrom fin and miſery, which -while unized 
"F. to the bady they were loadgd 'with-. 2 
» - The Papifts diſtinguiſh the Church _ 
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Triwpbantewin c#lis, militantem in terra, VF 
bor antow in gurgatorie, Triumphant in Hex F* 
yen, Milicant'on Earth, Labouring in Pur+ 
ſatory: The laſt member of che Diviſion, 
abouring in Purgatory, the Scripcure no 
where mentions, but expreſs affirms the 
comrary, Rev. 4 13. Bleſſed are the duad | 
that dyes mths Lord, from benceforth, yea (ath 
the Spirit, that they may reſt frons their labonr:, 
Several miſcrably deluded fouls argue | 
for perfeftion here ; elſe fay they how can 


, the Saints be ficted for glory,it they are de: 


filed all their dayes ? Ic is eaſily anſwered, 
thatthe work of grace is carrycd on all 
their life time,and at their diſfolution their 
'Fouls ace perfe&ted. Death may be called 
Agrear change, not only in regard of the, 
body,bur in regard of the Sou! too, becauſe 
the ſoul is pertcly purified, and fin quite 
and clean aboliſhed. Neither let ic fem 
abſurd that ſuch a change fhould be ; for 
if in the firſt moment of converſion there 
js an alteration or change from » grave to 
greece, {urely tis not unreaſonable to think 


 *that at the mornent of diſſolution, there 


ould be a change from 1ngper feft ace-to | © 

that is compleat, Thus the Ebalt 
\Thiefs foul was at his expiting, 
"Elfe he could nor ve been that day be PIl x 
th Chriff in Paradiſe, _Iif 
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I's plain that'the Sainrs upon their dev ! 
* parture hericedo enter into reſt 3 therefore 
r- |- it muſt be granted, that their rribulation 
0 | is but, as they are, fhort-liv'd'; nay pery * 
no | hapschey may ouilive their cribularion,and 
he | behold a Gebrſeme ever»tyde after a da7 of 
ad | darkneſs and of gloominrſs. They may 
th | © live to (ee che Goſpel in cſtrem); atter dif- 
rr, | + grace, and peace upon 1/racl a{ter trouble. 

. USE 1. 
an ts the tribulation of che Saints ſhore? 
les | thenlert not ther faith fail ; let it hold out a 
ed, | little longer, aud its work will be aran 
all]; end. Lec faich bur keep up the Ship but a 4a 
cir} licrle while longer in the ſtormyand it will © 
led } be ſafely landed. Leane a kew dayes more 
he þ 5 upon the promiſes of ſupport an | ſhelrer, Be. 
you will be paſt che pikes, and beyond all 
ef peri]. Whenyou are entred imta the Cay 
em | of God, the door will br ſeats 2nd a3.you 
for | | ſhall come out no more, ſo: no- evilſhalll 
ere | - entcr after you, 10 moleſt or-gricve yous” > 
TJ USE + It lic: 21h 8 
ink [s the tribulation of the Saints ſhoerÞ 4 
erc | then ler not Patience grew weary. 1 No Paris © | 
«to | v-enceindeed is a needful graces brit horeafs 
ett] '-rer there will be no necefſhi: y-or uſe 
0 b:cauſe you ſhall never feel-any £4 
& burthens. T he bencfic of afMiQtion,and the + + 
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reſt, ſhould induce 
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ſee the end of the Lord, you will confeſs 
they are happy that endure, Jarn- 5+ 11, 
| USE III 


Is the tribulation of che Saints ſhort ? Then 
let their expeBtation be raiſed, Yet a little 
while, and he chat ſhall come, will come, 
and will -not tarry, Heb. 10. 57+ Your 
Lord will be as an Hart, | or young Roe 
upon the mountains of ſeparation 3 and 
when he comes, he will wipe away ears 
from all faces, and for all your aMHli&ion 


and tribulation, you ſhall have joy and | 


triumph double, treble, nay ten thous 
{and times ten thouſand fold. 
5 USE IV. 

Is therribulations of the Saints ſhort ? 
'$re the difference between the Samts and. Sins 
mers, The Saints ſufferings are like the 
Ginners caſc and proſperity, both for a 
- moment. Let not the world imagine be» 
lievers miſerable ; their miſery is no longs» 
tr then the worlds happineſs: And as 
the men of the world cannor be counted 
happy, becauſe their happineſs doos [{o 
{oon vaniſh ; ſo neither can believers juſt- 
ly be cſteemed miſerable, becauſe their 


you Þ 
ro bear all with cheerfulneſs; when you 


miſery is fo tranſient. | What is ic to have 
1 (C12 | 
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 lbalactsn! for ren NH wad hes ns 
umply ia the preſence of = "pe: and of the 
Lamb for ever- 


The S:venth DoAtine. | 
 Whatſorver ſufferings be 18 ap "ati 

Chriſtian muſt b« fartbful..” 

All the children of 4rrebam ould Jug 
ſembletheig tacher 3 of whomir, is (aid, 
that the Lord found bit heart faithful before 
bim,. Neh. 9. 8; This charge im rhe teXt 
is icich; Be'rbou faithful; And traly (tis 


. but necdtu!, it cheſc thioc things are Cot» 


Gidered; > . * ; | 
1: AChriſtia:s hens T ineberachy and 

apt to. ſtarr aſide like a deceirtul bow A 
beſieged Ciry , when the: be licgers» have 
friends-wtthin the walls, that arc ready 
tolay hold of any opportunity v3 betray 
it;the Inhabitants had necd to be thermore 
circumſpe&t and vigilavr. - Suck 'a;City 
is thg embleme of a belicyer.; > thougtyihis 
heart be renewed, yet *cs only; aw [ part; 
it refnains ill in part corrupted; amb rhar 
corruption fides wirh therempter; 2nd is 
ready toYiald and aperr to: hi.” (Faiths © 
fulneſs therefore tothe Lp, i.and to _ | 
Coitie is Spar ore oreiſed vpom:abe 
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2, Shaking 
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A F Ft | Shaking temptations art L ey t be 


met with, Mat. 7.27. Therain will deſcend, 
and the floods come, and the winds blow and 
brat upon the bouſe, to try whether it is 
founded on a 'Rock,. or upon the ſand 
oncly- 

1. This charge to be faithful is very 
requiſite, if we conſider, that in time of 


ſhaking, mary will take offence, and depart 


fraw Chriſt, Chriſtians in ſhew will chen 
diſcover their want of faith, and love in 
trith ;: And when theſe fall off; the 
Saints had nced to be cautioned. - Do not 
you alſo leave me, That (o they may reply 
with Peter, Joh. 6. 67, 68.3Lord, ro whom 


and eternal life it ſelf ro beſtow on 


wht: 4 
- In 'the further handling of this Dos 
Arinc. Firſt, 1 hall ſhew what it:is to be 
faichful 3 Secondly, T ſhall give good and 
ſufficient reaſon, why a Chriſtign ſhould 
be faithful. . | 
In the firſt place, I am to ſhew what , 
is to be faitbfy!, This Apoſtle does briefly, 


and yer excellencly'fer torch, 1 Tiw,'s, 18», 


19. Thi: charge 1 commit unto thee ſon Ti- 


' mothy, according to the propheſiet which went || 


 Gofers in thee, ithat by them then mightsf war 
& 8 


ſhall me go ? Thou haſt the words of ttirnal life ;, 
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"'Þ «gord warfare, bolding Faith and 4 good Con- 
ſcrexce. And in bolding theſe, we'hold all 
that is worth our care to ſceure. 

The Epithitc Previews is given to Faith 
2 Pet. 1. t. To them who bave obtained the 
Ree faub with ws, And if you would 

now how precious, you have it, 1 Pet. . 
| 1: 7. Faith is not only ſaid to be as 

precious as gold, but much mwre precions 
then gold, nay, much more precious then geld 
1 prriſhath 4 therefore 'ris ro be held 
aſt. 

Now in holding of Faich theſe five 
things arcimplicd. We hold faſty faſt 
the D»Frine, Secondly, the Objebt. Thirdly, 
(Es Fourthly, the Life. Fifrtly, 


4 be Prof/ffimn of our faith without wayer* 
ig- 
1. He thatis faithful, belds faft the do+ 
ftrine of faith, The truthes of Chriſt /he: 
looks upon as worth the buying at any 
rate: bur nothing ſhall make him ſel 
 1Ithem. Buy the truth, and ſell it not, {aid 
! wiſe Solewmony, Truth is of God 5 -x-bright 
Jand glorious beam, that ſhines from the: 
ÞSun of righteouſneſs. Truth is a'Chriſti« 
{ans Pilor, his Compaſs ; he wilt quickly 
' 1phit on ſome rock, or (ink in forme ſand 3 
 Fthis benor heeded che Chriſtian is B 4 
i ar 


Rt 


© datk'place, where" fiumbling blocks and 
ſnares arc innumerable mavy - and the 
cruth of Chriſt; che doctrine of faith (is. a 
light unto his -fcers. and a lamp unto. hi, 
Paths. ; 
2-The Church of Pergamas though they 
Welt, where Satans, {cat wasy: yet laycs 
Chriſt, Rev. 2. x 3. Thou holdeſt faſt my 
name, 4:4 baſt not decayed my Faith ; that iy 
my deftrane,which I delivercd to be believed 
and: obeycds Rather thee the:+Goſpal 
ſhou Id be let go, add buricd 4n ſilence, we 
mult yenture all for its propagation.'Eycn 
Peace ut (elf, we are to endeayour after no 
further then confiftent with truch. The 
Apoſtle marter'd not what troubles and 
ſtirthe Goſpel occaſhhoned, and though 
Satan and the ungodly did ſtorm at. the 
lighr;: they boldly did publiſh that me{ 
ſage which chey had a comrand todetis 
ver. 'Evayyeals Carr: 1aie mw Wy ve, As long 
as the Goſpel lives and thrives 3: no;mat- 


ter what diſturbances are created by us} 


cnemics. 4 
2. He that is fairhful; belds faſt the 0b | 
Jelt of Faith. Now the QOvje&t of -fauhs 


laid down3 Fob. . 14. 1 Ye bebeys,1n| Gb | 


believy alſe in me, (ayes Chriſt ro: his Dice 


c 


Pler. 'Tis our duty, 22d our [afery Whpc 
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rue God, and Jeſus 
Chriſtwhom he hath ſent. A believes 
keeps bis hold ot God, who is his ſhicld, 
and* exceeding great reward 3 - who' can 
defend him from cvil, or turn thoſe cyils 
which he fcels,to his advantage , who can 
crown him with loving kindacſs, and ſuch 
mercics as are tender, {utablc, ſatisfafory' 
and ſure - Neither will he let go his hold 
of Jeſus Chriſt who brought aim near, 
and keeps him near uato this God, who 
guides him by his ſpirir, who by vertue of 
his blood and interceſton, is continually 
making up the breaches that the believers 
finful iofirmicies do make 3 and who ouc 
of his ſulneſ(s is ready to impart whatc- 
| Fer grace in any time of need is neceflary. 

3c that is faithful holds faſt bis aſſurarce 
and confidenceof farh, A'ter he hath given 
all diligence to attain aſſlVrance, he is loch, 
to loſe what colt him ſuch pains to ger. 
The Apoſtle preſſes this again and againy 
Heb, 3. 6, But Chriſt as a ſen over bis own 
benſe, whoſe houſe we are, if we hold (aſt the 
confidence and rejoycing of bept firm urls the 
«d, And Heb. 10. 5, Caſt not away therefore 
Jour confidence which hath great recomperce of 


reward. Aflurance of faith is a mighty ſup» 


Fport inthe evil day. The cye of faith whery 


S faich 


' faith is beighitned into'a full 
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and confidence , will look 'through the 
clouds,and behold GoJ1 (ſmiling when men 
do frown : taith- will hear God fpcaKing 
peace in a ſtill-yoyce, when the mouths ot 
men arc full of threatnings and furious re* 


© bukes : -Faich will perceive the berter ſub- 
ſRance enduring, when carthly goods ate 


taken away, 
-: Bux When rroubles on earth ſtrround us 
on cycry fide, and we are at uncertainties 


- what will be our lot in the nexc world: 


When there are fightigs without, andin re- 
ference to our ſpiritual eſtate, dewbts and ſear: 
within; this wilt render our condition dole- 


ful.Oh therefore labour and pray for af{u- 


rance; cheriſh not any diſtemper of heart, 
give no place co the Devil, for thus dofng 
will feed your fears, and firengrhen your 
unbelief. | 

--4. He that is faichſul holds faſt the life ff 


favub. As this is the (afeſt; ſo'ris the ſweets 
eſt life on earch. They chat walk by fight } 


and not by taith,will preſently grow fatht 
#nd wary in the hour of temptation. If 
fleſh and blooJ are conſulted with, if of 
murmuting and repining ſenſes are heeds 


. ed, we ſhall refuſe to-rowe agaioft the 
bo of my and bs carryed away with the cor*: 
EL IG | 6 ruption 


fon } 
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had been ted by ſenſe, his.choice and pra» 
ice would have been contrary to what ic 
was-\ Senſe would have prized Honour, 
and (ſo he would havs ft! been called the Son 
of Pharaohs Daughter. Scnſe would have 
covered wealth afid delight, and Io he 
Would have had his hearc glewed to the 
pleaſur er of for, and the treaſures of Egypt.” Buit 
Moſes walked by taith, and thereforeFhoſe 
to ſuffer affitions with the people of 
God, he eftcemed it part of his richesto 
be reproached for Chriſt » for faith.conti> | 
nually ſhewed Him that 15 1nwifible and the 
Retompence of reward to Hitm, Heb+ 11. 244 

25, 25, 27. | 
$o the Apoſtle walked by For, 4 
ft, 


| {efÞcth Gal: 2. 20, 1 am crucified wh C 


nevertheleſs T live, yet not I, but Chriſt liveth 


me; and the life which / mw live in the fl 


I live by the faith of the $1 of Ged, who lovil ; 3 


me, and gave him{elf for me. They that live” - 
by faith ſtay themſelves upon the promiſes. 
of (uſtchtation; and no weight can, fink 
them : they caſt their burthens and chems* 
ſelycs roo upon the Lord, who being faith- 
ful will not ſuffer them to be rempred a» 
toys what they arc able. a 

5. H-rhat is fiichful bold: faft the P roe 

| | H feſſtry 
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"on ofthe Apoſtle, Heb. 10, 25. Let #s bold 
faſt the profeſſim of our faith without wavering, 
for be it faithful that bath promiſed; He is nor 
alkam'd of his Lord & Maſtcr, nay eſtecras 
itan honour for his Maſters ſake to be de- 
ag Though the Kings and Rulers of 
the carch rake counſel, and fer themmſelyes 
againſt che Lords Chriſt, yet the faichtul 
fervanc will ſtick ro him. He is not aſba- 
med to be of that: way that is every whert 
ſptken againſt ; He is not aſhamed of that 
Goſpel,which is af«mbling block to theJewes, 
_ tothe Greehs forliſhneſs ; he is not aſhamed 
of that word which « ſinful and adwlterom 
_ reproach, and have no delight nit, 
cr- 6, 10, 
principal care and ſtudy indeed is to 
be a fincere loyer, and real praRQifer of 
Religion and yet he 15 not afraid to be 
an open profeſſour , thoogh thereby it 
comes to paſs that he is evil entreated by 
religious encrmics. That's the firſt thiog 
implycd in bciog faichful, namely Holding 
Path, 

2. To be faithful is allo to be/d « goed 
conſcience, When Paul ftood before the | 
Council,carneſtly beholdingthem he pro- | | 
teſted, Thave lived-in all goed qnfnqroe | 
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-a good con(cience: 


16. Herein do I exerciſe my felf; 4b.have © 
a coalcicnce void of offence towards God 

and:towards men. -The unſtedfaft profel- 
ſour tegards not his conſcience,makes no- 
thing of wounding and defiling. jt. 
the tairhful ſoul (peaks muchwhat -che 
ſame language with holy Jeb,chap,25.5,6. * 
Til 1 dye [ will not remove my intd | 
we ; my righteouſneſs I bold faſt, and will v0t let 
it go, wy heart ſhall not reproach me (6 long us 1 
we. 


Thereare theſe chree things tliat argue 


i. Where the conſcience is good; vs fin» 
ful difigns are carryed on. Sintltece aimes are 
not allowed by one that is faichful,, If his 
treacherous heart begin to have aſ{quint 
eyc art his own praiſe or profit, he. checks 
it preſently. What he doth, he delignsthat 
God may have the glory of ; and fugely 
the glory is the Lords duefince his Rrengs 
thening grace doth all in us ond for u1,1 And: 
by ſoffering, the faichful man aimes nor at 
the advancing his own repute, buc that 
Chriſt may be magnificd by his ttyals, his 
paticoce and joy in them-And if the warld 
be convinced, rhe weak corffirmed, if the 
Goſp:l ger ground, ond the Lord _ 

2 


of ** 


by z greater - maltitude prized and admi- 
--,_ red, he hack bis end.” p 


*. , \are willingly undergone; (o this thirſt may 


| ged from dead work!, Heb. 9. 14- How much 


and yexcd at others filthy converſation, | 


. faithful. 


2: Where the conſcience is good;unged- 
by deflrer are not barbour'd. He that is faichful 
looks well to bis deſires, that they be pre- 
ſervedpure. The World is undeſirable, fin 
is abomtinable, bur bsr ſoul thirſteth for God, 
for the living God, P(a).42.2. and (ufferings 


be - ſarisficd. ] 
2," Where conſcience is good, cis pur- 


more .ſha'l the blood of Chriſt, who through the 
eternal Spirit :ffered himſelf without ſpot to God, 
purge your conſcicncer from dead works to ſerve 
the kwing,God? Apo conſcience will nor 
wink at unwarrantable praRiſcs, will not 
Connivc at not doing the work of theLord, 
ordoing that work negligently. H: that 
1s faithtul makes conſcience to walk before 
Godin truth, though acyer ſo many in 
their works deny the Lord : he is grieved 


and orders bis own arightz and ſothough 
for a while he is vſed hardly, be comer at 
length to ſer the ſalvation of Ged, P(a). 50. vlt. 

Inthe ſecond place F am to lay down 
the Reafons why a Chriſtian ſhould be 
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1, 4 Chriſnan i wiltr s cHmmand\ hs 
faithfs!. And this cortitnand to! beſte» 
faſt, is very expreſſive} tis vety muck 
prefſed in Scripture,” 1 Cor: 15>'53% 1 Be 
ſrdfaſt, nnmovable, aldiyt; abouniinig "the 
work of the Lord, Phil/ 4- +. So ſtand Fuſt "mn 
the Lird my dearly beloved, 1 Cor. 16,13 
Watch ye ſtand faſt in the faith, quis-y4 the 
wer,” Joh. $. 31. Jeſar-ſatd unto them that * 
belevid m bim; if ye continas- 16 «wy + j 
then are ye my Diſciples indeed. Moſes like- 
wiſc'of old, did harp upon' this ſtring” 3 
commanding the children of 1/rdel- 
only to turn, but'to cleave vni& the Lon 
Deut!*'30. 20, That thiw maye(t vs" rhe 
Lord thy Gif, and obey big voice, and laged 
wnte ins, | for be @ thy life; And they ate 
forbid to turn cither to the right hand; 'or 
the Jett: from following che Lord heir 
God. Now all theſe commandsmakethe 
Chriſtidis obligation (ro faichfulneſs* che 
ſtronger *” and cruly robe untaichlul i5 fot, 
a ſingle fin; for he that Ieayes rhe Lot 
how OY muſt he be &rawrn ind} it 
p". +, » ©1418 136 V0 


"* 08 

2. A Chriſtian 1: under covenant te bi fa 
D:ur. 26. 17. He has aybuched «the 

to be'his' God, He was given up 6 

betimes,'and how often has*he- made't 

| H 3 hims 


”, ( bies;) 
himaſalt a frelb  religna tion, upon. dayes 
of humiliation? and when he has cat and 
drunk atthz: Lords tableyhiscoycnant to 
bethe Lords has been renewed, | How 
often has the Chriſtian profeſſed; that his 
hearxtand members. were'not his own but 
a ro dwell iny and romake ulciol t 
this is another reaſon, and a ſtrang .one 
why hc ſhould be faich\ul. The Lord-is 

Chriſtians, . and the Chxiftiansis the 
Lords portion. The Lord: portion 4s þ1s people, 
$1d Jacob it the bt of bis whercance, Now 
'Gody.inhericance ſhould be for his uſc,and 
ſhould in no wiſe be alienated. 
©. 3+. The God of believers ts faithful, therefore 
they ſhall reſemble his, The Scripture ſpeaks 
in 2 Yloriaus ſtrain: concerning the faith» 
falneſs of God: He is (aid to keep truth for 
ever. The hills and mountains ſtand por 
ſa firm as his covenant ſhall, Levy 4-10. 
For the mountains ſhall depart, ard tbe bills be 
removed, but my kindneſt ſhall not depart from 
thee, nor the covenant of my prace beremoved, 
faith the Lord that hath mercy on thee. - Nay 
the Scripture goes much higher theo the 
| acaits, in ſetting forth this faithful- 
nels, 1 hav ſaid, mercy ſhall be bunks up for 
ever 4, Thy faithfulveſs ſhale then eſeabliſh in 
the-vrry Heavens, And being hay os 

| iſke 


; uh ſhake their 
Weeptrtuo, carih can 


rear 'rwill be as appagcnc 
ſtrious asthe Heayens are : The Ovdiaan* 


, ces of Heaven, as the Sun by day, and of 


the Moon and Stars by might, -arc not 
more unalterable chan the Lords Coyec» 
nants 7#r- $1. 33 34+ 35» 36- 

4. The Lord: glorified by a Chriſtian prov- 
my faithful. Ic reflets diſhonour upon him 
when his Servants lcave bim. Oh then 
how taithful ſhould they be ? The worlds 
prejudices againſt the Lords ſervice are 
heighrned, ard they arc hardnedin their 
ſtu>born and evil way, when they behold 
profefſours apoſiatize, 8nd become again 
their companions in the paths of tollyand 
wickedneſs. But the faithful man cauſes 
the way of truth to be well fpoken of ; by 
his faithfulneſs he proclaims his Maſtces 
goodneſtand his power, and both wayes is his 
Maſter. glorified. 

1. Hepreuclaim bis Maſerrs goodneſr, and 
that he hath made the 'beft choyee, fiance 
he will \uffcr-any rhing rather +han- pavc 
with:his Lord. The /pertutifhiervant that _ 
refuſed ro go out free at theyear of releaſes 
and had [irs car boared through wieh an _ 
Aw), 'wwas a be demonſtration 6f his 
Maſters kindnels, ww a _Y | 


| TE) 


tell theWorld that our Maſter is cxcceding 
gracious ; and who knows bur that by this 
. means the number ot his ſervants may be 
increaſed ?! * ©. a 
2, The man'thar's faichfyl proclans bis 
E»ii power. The power of Chriſt doth reſt 
upon him, elſe he would be unſtable as 
water, who through Chritt (ſtrengthening 
bf him is like: the very Rock unſhaken ; 
and che more weak rheBcliever is,the more 
lorious is his power in whom: he bes» 


IeVEs. 

| USE: þ. 
Of Reproof;atd I ſhall dire it ro two 

| {ortsof perſons. 

i» The fickle and wrcmnſrant are tobe reprove 
ed, Their ſpiritis unſtedfaſt wich the Lord, 
if the World make proffer of ics good 
things, or threaten them with evil... Vain 
hopes draw they aways: vain fears grive 
them away from Chriſt. Somtimes they 
ſeem tobe bus. bhwwble Servants ; bur this is 
only an hypocrirical kind cf complement; 
; Sel rhey arc refolyed to (crve, to' pleaſe, 

, and ro ſecure, whatever become of Chriſt, 
his Honour, and his Goſpel. +, 
' 2, They artto be reproved that gre 11 anill 


ſoſe 


much eſteemed ashis (cryice. And fo whew! | 


we ate unmovable in our Lords work;we' 


XU 


' Joſe fatbful; Faithful to their fins, which 
arg the worit maſters. unmoveable in 
their reſolution ro make proviſion" for 
the fleſh, ro tuihi che luſts thereof. There 
is a ſtrange ſtouineſs ot dpirir, and fixed» 
neſs in evil, 'thatis 'to be tound in thou- 
lands : Their neck is like an tron ſinew, there 
brow likg braſs ; they make ther faces harder. 
then 4 rock, they reſuſetoreturn, Yay whar 
we will, {tn is their maſter, and fin'they 
will ferve ,* though they be told an buns 
dred and an hundred times that death xs 
i" wages, They atc as unchangeable ines 
vilas the (pots of the Leopard, For. che 
blackneſs of the Echiopian. - Oh that we 
would learn of fins vaſſals, to be as faith« 
te the beſt, as they are to the worſt. 


"USE I]. Ly 

:, Ot Exthottation. Let me 'preſs' you, tq 
we = gs dls bode 

I, ya 014% anons.ine upon your $8 ot 
hadfaſt 2 infinite millinas fr ah 
ments the gives you* the moreconſtanty 
| the more comfort and ..peace is found; 
Griat-peach bave they, [ayes David, that love 
| thy lawyand nothing ſhall offend there, . Every: 

mercy ofthaſe many-ihouſards yaw rev - 
| ceiye, ſhould-be a gord- tort ye you faſter 
unto 


wEIAS 


((1 '2 J 


unto God 5 and whac ſtravge kind 'of jh 


hearts have you, it ſo many cords are 


ſaapriaſunder, and ſo many obligations 


arc forgotcen. 
2 hom do you leave when you are wif aiths 


f#l?.:you torſake that Lord whoſe loving 


kindneſs 1s ſo excellent, who 15 -able 16 
perform all things for you, whole all» 
Gatficiency can furniſh. you though never 
fo-indigent. This God you leave, and 
for what do you 'leaye him ?. 'Tis for 
that which is not bread ? "Tis for that 
which can never ſatirfity Iſa. Fr. 2. - © 

3; By unfaithfulneſs you {not only de» 


ptwe your ſelycs of the Lords goodneſs, F 


but 'eng age bim againſt you , Ezra 8. 22. Hu 
havdss whos all them for good thes ſack him, but 


bis power and birwrath is againſt thoſe that |; 


forſake iy. And wrath armed wich ſuch 
powerjs dreadiul. God greatly abhors 
the backſlider : when his ancient people 
tarwed back, ard dealt nnfathbfodly bike ther 


fathers; "cis (aid, When the Lord: beard ths 


hr war wroth, avd greatly abborred 1fradl, 
gs pars faabfa with ud, you fall 
ſub « - ee bis wayer to dated and 


meeroy, Plal. b5. 16: tt the putbr'of the | 


Lord are rorcy and theth, x10 ſuch -u1 hap 
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of; his covenant ard bir; teſtimemesr. His promie 
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(es you, ſhall experience 'to be true 3. bis 


mercies.wilhall i» mercy hefffoved 1 Nay Fes tc 


there will be mercy in every affi/Qtion, in 
every. diltrels, mercy (upportings mercy 


-Irevivings metcy turning atl chings ro'the 


belt : As the Philoſophers ſtone is: {aid 


1o-eurn all mercals into-gots. 


ra USE III. 
Of-direFion how ro be made faith 


1. Be ſenfiblaof the treachery of your own 
ſpits, and Jer this make ycu the more 
jealous -of - your ſelves all your dayes. 
Watch-ye;hand faſt, (ayes the- Anoſtie, If 
you would:ſtand faſt you muſt be cxeceds 
ing vigilant. Watch that nothing come 
in at the' door of your ſcnfes , whiets 
may piove a ſnare; and that nothing 
wm ot your heart which may d&« 
k you, When firſt the heart begins 
to y=w weary of well-downg, or ro: 
hea 10''the ' remper, obſerve” iy, 
and being apprehenſive of your dare 


&'s cry. to be quickned and cſtabliſh» 


+: 3. Pray 16 be upheld by the ſpirit of 
the Lord, Thus did Davie, Plal. gr. 5 2, 
| Re- 


s 


114) ; 
Reftore unto me the" joy of thy falvs- 
uon, and uphold -me with chy+« free (pj- 
mr Wherci the ſpirit of | the' Lord ity 
there is libecry, lite, holincfs, firength- 
Grieve not the ſpirit, bur be! -obſequious 
to; him, and he will ſtrengchen you with 
might in your inward man, «When 
Chriſt was about to goaway ; and: part 
with his Diſciples, he promiſes to ferid 
the ſpirit who 'ſhould 'abide with them 
for :cyer; and 'wwas by this ſpirit that 
they were born up and carricd thorow all 
their work, and the: difficulties chat at 
tended it. v 
3. Plyad the Covenant, oneclauſe where» 


of is this 3 1 will. wot turn away from them || 


.. t#do them good, and 1 will put my frar ' nw 


thur hearts that they ſhall not depart frm {+ 


me, ' Jer. 32. 49. Agatos he: faith,” Jeri 
3.'19. | T bow ſhalt cail ms. my Father, and 
ſhalt not depart from me. Prize theſe promis 
ſes; plead chem , believe them y'and'as 
furcas God is faichful, 'he ll waky yu 
faithſnl whatever: your ſuff erniy1 or bags 
ans be. '2 + 

| The. Eighth DoQrine.,! ' - 

A Chriſtians faithfulneſs muſt run paraltd 


ny ry bis life,co the <jath be muff be fieds | 


\ o 


. ” 
. his 
"$90 


Ls 
. + 


> Thisagyt ratiree thidenb, may haved = 


4 [double interpretation» 6126 
js [4 1: B:chou faichful rothe death,that isy 


is 
h. 
bY 
th 
n 


I'Per. 442, 3- The whole was bis duc, hex 


bs thon «movable, thought 12 coft thee thy bfats 
h ſo. Preter not thy life before that Lord 
who laid down his life to redeem theefrom 
death, and who will recompence the loſs 
of life temporal with char lite: that's ever- 
laſting, A Chriſtian 1s toreſiſt even unte bleed, 
finving agaim(s fpn,as the Apoſtle ſpeaks he 
mult chooſe rather to part with his blood; 
than to lole his God. , 
2. Befaichtu! ro the deatbythat is, all thy 
dajes be faithful ; that when death comes 
2nd the Lord by death, he may find thee 
doing his work;doubling his talents;ftands 
mg up for his intereſt, notw.thſtandiog all 
dcrifion and oppoſition. | 
+ The Reaſons why we ſhould be faicks 
ful ro the death arc theſe. - | 

1. Much of the former part of oi life hath 
been leſt ; therefore all the remainder ſhoald be 
the more farthfully devot cd to God, The tirve 
paſt of our life may more than ſuffice to 


«| bave'diſhnnoured him ; therefore a!l the 


reſt of owr time #11 the fleſh, ſhiuld be lived, 14 to 
the luſtr of men (cither our own luſts, or 
the luſts of others ) #»r to the will of Gedz 


him 


, him not br deayed that arr which itte 
I" "_ The longer we kun oy Lid, and th 


ploſer we ketp to bum, the batter we ſhall lie 
bun ; therefore tis but reafon that to the 


laſt we ſhould be ſtedfaſt, Cardinal #elfy | 


indeed was weary of the ſervice of King 
Hemr the Eighth, and (aid, 1f be bad ſerv- 
8d Gd ſo faithfully as be bad done the King,Gul 
world not bave forſaken him un bis gray bai, 
But Chriſt is another kind of Maſter than 
any other Potentate. Old Polycarpme ſaid,hi 
had ſerved Chriſt for ſeveral Scores of years, and 
knew nothing but geod by bim, and therefore 
io his old age he choſe to ſuffer aty rhing 
rather than deny him. The harder we 
follow aftcr Chciſt,and the longer we cons 
tinue his diſciples, we diſcover new beau+ 
ties, new pleaſures, new treaſures, and ſo 
we can never find juſt reaſon ro exchange; 
fince *ewill be ſo much for the worſe. ;. but 
juſt reaſon to the contrary, ſince Chriſts 
lovlineſs, and fulneſs, and liberalicy. in 
communicating of thar fulneſs, doth daily 
more and more abundantly appar. 

3. If we are not faithful to the death, all that 
we have done before will be loſt 3 we (hall loſe 
thoſe things which we have wrought, and: 
milsof our reward. That's a full pier 


| 


| 


| Exck,l18; 24. But' when the right wy wan © 

+ | tarneth away from bis right cowſneſs and compmat+ 
6 thi 11th iniquity, and doth according 10. all-the abta 
lie munations that the wicked man doth,ſhall he lived 
the | 411 bis righteouſneſs that be bath 4one ſhall nat 
viſa | 'be mentioned 3 n his treſpaſs that be bath treſ- 
ing | paſſed, and in bis fin which be hath ſinned, us 
rw | thers ſhall be dye, By the righteous man we 
Gel | 'axe to underſtand one that by profeſſion is 
wh | righteous, and outwardly unblamable 
an | performing the duties required of him ; if 
br | he give out andturn afide, all his duties 
ed | will be loſt, all his hearing,all his prayers, 
Xe | all his deeds of juſtice and mercy will nor 
ng | be mention'd ; he continues not Redfalt, 
we | which ſhews he was neyer fincere,, how- 
n* | ever others were deceived in him and 
us | himſclf roo. 

lo USE. 

© The only Uſe of this DoArine ſhallbe 


ts | perſevere tothe end, Depart from iniquity;/ © 


te adeoniſh all that profeſs the name of Chriſo,te' 


bur never from your Lord. When faſt 
you give up your (clyes ro Chriſt, reckon 
upon this, that you muſt eyer abide-wirh 
him. Y our cloſing wich! Chriſt is a marri- 
age, and this Husband never dies, you muft 
not give away Yourſelvesto another: The 
Arguments top:rſwade you to be faichfub 
tl] death arc cheſe. 1. Many 


” 


he 


 "3y, Ofany wvfaitbful ont ar diath trend 
ard ave wn borrour « of the Apoſtacy.\ 
Conſcience often awakes when the Kiog 
of 'tetrours 15 within vicw : a dreadtul 
found'is in the backſliders cars,trouble and 
atguiſh make bim afraid and preyail 
apainſt him, as a King ready to the Bartel; 
To have ones (piric wounded with an i - 
rollerable ſtroke, ro bave the Devils accus 
ſing, the creatures all failing, $115 {et in ors 
der before the eyes, calamity as a ſtorm 
ready to hurl one out of the woild, and 
God fo far from pirving as © laugh at: 
ones deſtrution, and 9 'b: coAfferted in th 
Uengeaxce that i: wflifled, Pack. 5.1.73. mult 
needs be very Qareaoful: Buc this is the dole- 
fulcaſc &conclufin of many back ſliders. 
2. Death u« niar at bard, thick net mich 

of fo ſhort a time to bt faithful, If a Maſter 

- ſhould fay, Work bard to day, and 1 will give 
this an wnhiritance for thy liſe,yerily the muſt 
 f{lathful would not think much of the hear' 
"2, and burthen. Now God fayes, abide in 
my ſervice for a lictle while, and then you 
fhallreſt from all your labours and ſuffer- 
ings, and thar reſt ſhall be for everi Ott 
how ſhould this encourage ! 3"; NG 
3- Faithfulneſ to the frarh* will taks away. 

the fear of drarth;  D:ach will be look» upon} 
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F 4 4 Meſſenger to tell yoo that your Lofd 


can no longer brook your afſence,' to rel 
you that your warfare is accompliſhed's 
and that having been faithful in Your Ma- 
ſters bufineſs you muſt enter into y 


Maſters joy. Be but faithful unto death, + 29 


and Chrift will ſtand by you at death's 
and after death he will receiye you. ' 


The Ninth Dodrine. 

Upon theſe that continue faithful untes death, 
chris. will certainly beſtow a Crown of Life and 
Immortality wpomapes. | 

It the eye of Faith were but more open 
and ftrong-ſighred, how' would © this 
Crown'gliſter and ſhine ? What a velie- 
ment inducement would ir prove to' pers 
ſeverance ? | | : 

In the handling of this Do&rine, I 
ſhall firſt endeavour to ſkew, whats - and 
what manner of life the rext ſpeakes ofs 
Secondly, in what regard thislife iscall- 
ed-a' Crown. Thirdly , lay down' ſome 


| arguments ro prove the cerrainty of the 


certainty of the do@rine, thar- the faiths 
fulthall bethus crown'd with inmmortz+ 
lity, chen' cloſe with the uſes: 


+ © In'the fitlt place! I and; ro'fliew what, 4 
- and what maon*r of lifsthe rexe ſpeakes 
bf} A ſubjr& 


confe(s, 'more fir for ani*. 


> 
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we 


. _ Angels tongue then mine. The foul | 


' while iapripned in the body is of a inar- * 
row -capacicy;* and apprechends but little 
of that glory which is above. The aRual 
inhabicancs of the new Jeruſalem, can begt 
tell what kinde of babication ir is. They 
that are bur paſſing through the wilder» 
ne{s.of this world, know bur little what 
manner of life is lead 1n the heavenly Ca- 
»naan;yet fincc we hayc a Map of this bleſs 
fed land of promilc,in the word-lec us take 
a view of it, and. let us vicw {o long, till 
| wecry with Asguſtines, mother, Quid bis 
facimus ? What do. we here? and groan 
with pangs of defire to be gone from 
and poficiied of our | heavenly 
country. Now what the word ſpeaks of 
this life abeve, in theſc particulars I ſhall 
declare. 
$1. Thatlifc|above,will con fiſt in the neareſt 
union and conjunition te Ged, Life natural 13 
the reſult of union berween the foul and 
body - and life eternal, of the union be+ 
tween the ſoul and God. And truly to be 
barifhed and ſeparated from the Lord for. 
eyer,will be the {ſecond death;The Apoftle, 
comforts the Theſſalonians wich this;Chap. 
Epiſt. 2;'v. 17, So ſhall we ever be 
Led, How year their 'God willy : 
S- the Saints be admitted ;hereafrer * Hit; 
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dwclliog i in chem is «  compunincy al led 
po EN, pecongg- 


an Abſence, jnrcl 
t three inns $ will be canſcquent upon this © | 


che acther world to be 

union to 

I. Oze. a be the vi or ſeeing of God, 

ſaycsthe Apoſtley 3 Cor, The, 12. For, naw 

C we ſee threugh 4 glaſs darkly; but then facery 

| face ; now [know 1» part, but then I ſhak how 

wes 4s alſo [ am known, The. Saints fhall 

no longer corplaia of darkacſs, of iguo» 

rance, of thoſe berribiles dubitatona ag 

Melarithon calls cheats horrible doubtings 

coacerniag God, with . _— they | ate 

ſomccimes hauntcd. - They ſhall ſce God 

immediatcly, and what they behold bow 

will jr raiſe chcir love, and Joy, and/worr 

det ! The Lord (aid to deſc, Thou, rauff 

f net ſee my face and true, q,' d. Such 2 {ight 
would þ< ſo glorious as: that thy fraile | 

ig | Pacure would be overwhelmed by it-; But 1 

C the pcrfe&cd Sainrs are irengrhenes: f 4 

ſuch a or gy bro oo 00006 2 ? 

"* | gazing athim'3 w ary{ſhou ee” 

) | ſhine forth, - would ovecwhelm the - 

| ſanRified mortal here on-carth. 
4. And when the fazrof God is-(cen, che Pace 
ſoul is all 4;ghr,a/love, All the a 


ea and beaugics i in the creacures Wherd " 
eh an ton' is attracted , fa. com 4 » 
; | 2 i. ah 


1 + 
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\ (122) 
whatis tobe (cen in God, are not fo much 
as the thoulandth part ot the leaſt ſpark 
of fire, :compared* with the Sun when it 
| ſbincs in ics greareſt ſirength and noon- 

tide glory. The face of God- will then 

be h, not one frown to be ſeen, not 
one look that will manifeſt the leaſt diſ- 
pleaſure: Nothing bur ſmiles and glorious 
aſpe&s, which will cyidently ſhew the 
tcomprehenfible greatneſs of his loye 
nMo, and joy -that he takes in, the per- 
tetly purificd veflels of glory. 

2. Another conſcquent of this union to 
God will be likeneſs ro bim. But as for me, 
fayes David, T1 will behold thy face in righte- 
duſneſs ; I ſhall be ſatirfied when [ awake with 
thy likeneſr,  Pſali: 17. 15. The fight of 
God will be transforming, and that like» 
neſs- wilt cauſe abundant ſatisfaftion. The 
beholding ofthe Lord in þis ordinances, 
abesin a degree, change is into the ſame 
wage from glory to glory, 2 Cor. 3, ult. 


- -- and much more che beholding of him in 


his kiagdom,' 2 Job. 3.2. Beloved, now are 
we the ſony of God,” and it doth 'not yet appear 
what we ſhall bt , but we hnow, that when bt 
ſhall appear, we fhall be like bim, for we. ſhall 
fee bis ar be 6. Then the Image of God 
begun here will be compleated. Here 'm 


bur like a rude drawgh!, like a piture in "aj 
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dead colours bar then the piece will have 
had Gods laſt hand upon it, the work 
will be finiſhed ; and Ol how exafaly 
like will all the children be to their holy 
and heavenly Father ? Now they hunger 
and thirſt after righteouſneſs 3 bur: chen 
che promiſe of filling them will be ful- 
filled and performed co the uttermoſt., 

3- Another conſequent ofthis unfon to 
God, will be the full enjoyment of bimyy. The 
Saints pant after the Lord now, as the 
chaſed Hart after the watcr-brooks 3 but 
in glory they ſhall have as much of Goe 


as they can deſire, or contain, ' The 


Ghoſt tells us that God will be all in all; 
1Cor. 15. 28, All that they can wiſh, 
all ſufficicat to fill them to the brim. The 
prom and power, and faithfulneſs,and 
ove of God, have ſometimes deep and 
ſweet impreſſions on the Saints wow': Bijt 
whot will the impreſſions 3hen be > high 


durable, how tranſporting ? they ſhall bye - 


a$ it were, with their heads at the feunrain 
of living waters perpetually 3 no chirff 
no ſcantinefs will be complained of. Theſe 
are the conſequehts of that near” urtion 
and 'commmunion)to God ,” wherdin ' this 
lifeabove will confiſt” 7 {10457 £6 of, 7 


' 2 2+ Thatlife above will:bz way#[ Bbty? and 


wrſportud; $in will be pardoned, — ? 


I 3 


4 
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| 3.5 M4 tat 
and clean aboliſhed. Fike devwrabit Matrem, 
Death the daughter will pur an end to fin 
the morher. -Belieycrs though alive by 
graces do carry” a body Of death abour 
with them; - which makes the condition 
ſomewhat like theirs who fell into the 
handsof the T yrant of old called Menon 
tw, who * | | 
'  , nl Mortua jungebat corpora vis 
Component manibu[que manxt , atq, oribui 
ors. Virg. x 
j the members of a living ran to a 
dead carkaſs, the hands, and breaf?, and 
| face of the one; to thoſe of the other, Bur 
when the Saints arc corne to glory, the 
body of death - will led, - rhough the 
natural body will be raiſed , yet the body 
of fin will neyer bave a reſurzeQion. In- 
ftcad of, Ob writchgd !, who ſhall deliver u: ? 
will be, glery and. everlaſting praiſe to bim 
who bath made ww free from fin, the worſt of 
' Evilr;and from all the Leſſer miſeries that attend 
#! The Spouſc of Chriſt will then be preſented 
#gheriows Church, not having ſpot, or wrinkle, 
#& a1) ſuch thing : but "twill by bly ard without 
+ Hewſr, Eph. g. 29. Then the blood of. 
. %: Chriſt willhave had its perfet operation. 
.-_ _ The Saints will be waſhed white as Srow, 
_ they will look'as white, or whiter then 
| © Adewdidin innocency- All ſpots hy be 
S-. PIERS. ' One. 
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done off. Evycry wrinkle wil be ſmoothed, 
and the members evely one of them, like 
their head 3 a/togerber lovely. «The Church. 
is *0w fair as the Men, (pots it bath with 
ns fairneſs, fometimes it waxes, ſometimes _ 
" It wanes3 but when 'cis tranſlated ro hews. 2. 
_ "twill be clear as che Sun ic ſelf, Came” 7 
wy Nw AI 
3- That life above will be moſt ſwret and 
pleaſant. The Saints ſhall no longer cry 
out Vanity and yexation of ſpirit 3 as they 
did when under the Sun. Bet Ged will wipe 
away all trars from their eyes, and there ſhall 
be mo more diath, neither ſorrow nor crying, 
neither ſhall there be any more pain, for! tht 
farmer things be paſt away. Rev. 21. 4. When 
they come «o live in the preſence of Gad 
their Joy will be ſo full; asto be unſppabfe 
ble of any addition, when they are ar 
Gods right hand, their pleaſures will- bs 
for ever.. Eyen in this vail of tears there's 
a peace attghed which paſſes all under- 
ſtanding,a joy tharis unſpeakable and full 
of gloty. So that the Saints mouthes ate ##/b0 
{ſongs in the houſe of their pilgrimage: Oh £ 
then how ſhort and unſuicable ate out | 
apprehenſions of the pleaſures dealt forty 
the heavenly paradiſe / \ 149 
| | 4+ Thatlife above will be muff ſecure and: 
«Dangers will chen be all gone chorow- 
| I4 When 
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When we art'emring into the gate of: the . | 
New FJer»{alew, we ſhall ſhake hands 
with all che cacmics that before moleſted 
us, and not ſo much as one of them will 
be able to follow us. The great gulph be- 
tween us and them,' will keep them off 
at an cycrlaſtiong diſtance. There will 
be no danger, either from within, or 
from wichour; No ſerpent in that para- 
diſe to tempt man again to fall from his 
reſtored innocency. The heatt will confir- 
cd in goodnels, 'twil ncyer have the leaſt 
inclination to decline fram God : There 
will be no need of that vigilancy and 
ſanding upon our guard, that now is 
neceflary 3 tor our hearts will be perfe- 
ly cured of their deceittulneſs, and there 
will be no adverſaries to lay (ſnares for us, 

$. That life above wall be moſt quiet and 
peaceable®” Tis not improbable that in the 
latter dayes there will be a more peaccablc 
Church ſtate, than as yet there hath been ; 
when that promiſe, and others of che like 
« -Nature, will be more viſibly accompliſhed, 
Iſa; 11. 4, 5» 6, 7, 8, 9. The Branch of jeſſe 
with righteouſneſs ſhall judge the prov, and reprove 
with equity for the _— the carth : be ſhall 
fenite the crarth with the Rod of bis month, and 
with the breath of bis lips ſhall be finy the wit» 
lad ; and rightewſneſt ſhall bs the girdle of bu 
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Wolf a'ſe ſhall dwell with the Lambard the Leo+ 
pard ſhall lys down with the Kid ; and the Calf, 
and the young Lion, and the Fatling together, 
a little Child ſhall lead them. And the ſneking 
Child ſhall play #n the hels of the Aſp, and the 
weaned Child ſhall put bus hand on the Cock atrice 
Den : They ſhall not bnrt nor deſtroy, in all my 
holy Mountain.Bur moſt cecrainly iis peace 
and concord ſhall be among the gaints a* 
bove ; no biting, no devouring one ano* 
ther, no diverſity of judgments, but all 
will agcee in he ſameiruth ; no alicnati» 
on of aft. ion, for love to the Lord, and 
to one another will be perte& 5 the ſpirit 
that luſtech to envy will be caſt our, ſelfiſh 
ends will carry hone aſide,diſputes will be 
at an end, the wounds which divifions 
have made will be cloſed. How good and 
pleaſant will be that unity, when all the 
Saints will be of one, & of che right mind. 
6. The lite aboye will be lead among the 
moſt ſuitable ſociety. The- Saints will then 
have bid farewel to Meſhecb and rhe Tents 
of Keday ; they ſhall no lofger dwell a+ 
mong revilers at holineſs, the openly pros, 
phane, the ſcandalous or lifeleſs profeſſors: 
of Religion + no filthy communication or : 
converſation in heayen to' vex their righs* 
tc0us fouls. no contempt. of God; noproz! 


yoking _*: 


yoking the eyes of his glory 3 to curſing, 
(wearing, pride, wantgnnelſs, to be heard 
or {cen in the heavenly City, When they 
come thither, they will (ay, Hiw blefſedly 
wlke i this, to that place ard company which 
 wecamefrem. Glorified (pirits, innumera- 

ble companies of Angels will be their com- 
panions, theſe will be glad to fee them 
ſafely arr:ved unto reſt : For it there be. 
jIy in heaven at the conyerfion of a ſtq- 
ner, we may very well infer, therewill be 
joy likewiſc at the Saints Coronation. 

7. That lite above will fully anſwer its end, 
The Saints were formed by the Lord for 
him(clf,and they will be eternally ſhewing 
forth his praiſe and glory. They will nes 
ver entertain ſo much as an unbecoming 
. thought of God ; bur ro magnific and cx- 
rol him will be their everlaſting buſineſs 3 
their hearts and their Harpes will be ever 
in tune to found forth his Name. Now 
they do but liſp and ſtammer our his prai- 
_ fes4 but then how (craphical will cheir 
. Songt be? and they will never be weary 
of fioging Hallelsjabs. Oh what extafies of 
joy and love ; with what raviſhmenet of 
—_— what unconceivable raptures of 

light, will the whole Aſſembly and 
Church of the Firſt-born joyo DOgeNs 
ſaying, Amer, bleffing, and glory, and ; 
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ard tharkegreug, and honour, and peer, ad. 
' night be wite our God for ever and ever, Amen, 
Rey. 7. 12. The criumphant Saints will 
pcrfe&ly anſwer the delign of God, in 
rheir Creatjonzin their new Creation 3 they 
will gloritie him for ever , who upon 
them hath beſtowed eternal Glory, 

8. The lite aboye wll be an everlaſting 
life. Dcath it (elf will be deſtroyed aud 
{wallowed up in victory. The eternity of 
the Saints jayes and enjyments, makes 
them infinitely of the greater value. Hea«» 
ven would be no longer Hcaven, were 
they ever ro be turned our of its all rhe 
{weerneſs would be imbiticred with the 
thoughts of its period. Bur adored be the 
riches of mercy, the iohericance 15 ſaid to 
be incerruptible, the Kingdome cannet be me- 
ved, the Crown of 2'ory fadeth not away ; 
the gift of God ur cternal life, through Feſws 
Chriſt owr Lord, Rom. 6. ulr. 

How!iy: damred ſpirits, your miſerrts 
are everlaſting, yon arc baniſhed from 
God, and ſhall never be callcd. back x bue 
be unconſumed fewel for unquernchable 
flames. Triumph and r:j yce yepglori- 
| fied Souls: As long as Gon 1s, he will her 
yow God, your portion, your reward 3; as 
long as God is, you ſhall live io his pres 
ſence, and enjoy hime Thus you (ce whary-- 
al & 
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& what manner of life che Text ſpeaks of, 
In the ſecond placy I am to ſhew upori 
what ſcore this Litc is called a Crown. 
'  n. This Crown 1iatimatcs that the Saints 
are Congueronys, They have run the Race, 
and won the prize ; they have fought the 
good fight of Faith, and laid hold on cter- 
nal life. They maytruly (ay ſ#per- ſuperammn, 
we are more than conquerours. They 
havc,being ſtrengthned by him'thart loyeth 
them, conquered the whole World, con- 
quered che Principallitics and Powcrs of 
Well, conquered themſelves too,their own 
lufts, and paſhons, and affections. All 
other Bartels are bur perry skirmiſhes co 
the ſpiritual combate ; mortal men are but 
inconſiderable enemies compared with 
flcſbly luſts and evil Ang:ls. All the Con» 
querours recorded in Hiſtory are hardly 
worth the mentioning with a Chriſtian 
that endures and overcomes. And whar is 
Lawrel to thatCrown at laſt put upon the 
* Chriſtians Head ? 

2. Shis Crown ſpeaks the honour and 
dignity whereunts the Saints are advanced. 
Though exceedingly filled with contempt 
and the ſcorning of thoſe that ate at caſe, 
yet even here the Saints are Kings & Priefts, 
Rev. 1.5.6. Unts him that loved wr, v1nd 
waſhed 1s from our ſins in bit own bliod, and jor 
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mide us Kings avd Priaſts wits God afd bis Fa- 
ther ; to him be Glory and Domnun for ever 
ard ever. And when they come to Glory 
they are aftually crown'd ; then 'tis evi- 
dent the World was not worthy of them 
and that far better than what the world 
could beſtow, is freely given them. 4Kca- 
ven is called a Kingdeme, the Reward 'a 
Crewszth ſhew 'tis rio. mean prize the Chri- 
ſtian aimes at. What isall the heighrand 
grandeur on earth to the Kingly dignity 
put upon believers *? What are all the 
Kingdomes of the world, aud the glory of 
chem, to teigning with the Lord for ever ? 
The four great Monarchics by the Holy 
Ghoſt are compared noto four great _ 
Dan. 7. 3; Surely carthly Crowns arc 
baſe and ſordid to the heavenly. h 

3- Thisexpreſſion, « Crews of life, is us 
ſed to ſhew that the Crown fades not, will ne» 
ver be leſs bright for wearing, "twill never 
be thrown off, *cis a {wing Crown, a Crown 
of immortality. | | 

In thenext place follow the Arguments 
to prove the Doftrine, chat the Saints ſhall 
be thus Crowned ; and they are theſe." 

1. One ſhall be drawn from the Fathers 
good pleaſure. This good plealure Chriſt 
declares to the little locks encouragement, 
Like 124 32. Frar not little Flick, "tis your 


Fathers ' 5; 
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Fathers good pleaſure to give you the Kingdoms © © 
And this his coualcl is immucable, he will 
dothis his pleaſure. This pleaſure he bath 
plainly ſignificd in bis Coycnant and Pro- 
. miles, wherein Glory as well as Grace is als 
ſured : and hereby he hath heightned be» 
li.vegs hdpes and cxpefations 3 and cer» 
tainly co truſtrace chem is noc conſiſtent 
with-ais truth and goodneſs. _ 

2. Aſccond Argumcnc ſtall be drawn 
from Chrifs purchaſe; He hath purchaſed 
that poſſeſſion tor his Saints in the next 
world hc hath bought that Crown by his 
Croſs. In the New Teſtaracnt the Lord 
Jeſus hach b: gueathed life ro them, and by 
the Death of Himſelf the Teſtatosr, thr: Teſta+ 
went 15 confirmed, Heb. g. 16. So that this 
Life is as (ure, as tis {ure our Lord dycd. 

3. A rhicd Argumenc ſhall be drawn 
from Chriſts entring unto [:fe, and taking peſſe[þ- 
0 of tbe Kingdoms, He liveth,and was dead, 
- and behold he is alive for cvermore :; He 
is {cx dowa with his Father in his Throne, 
and is gone thicher parily to thiscad, thacr 
he might fit Crowns and prepare: Manſr 
ons for his perſcvcring followers, Jeb. 14-2. 

4. A fourch Argument'ſhall be drawn 
' from the forctaſtt of this glows: life that at pre- 
ſent are voucbſafed. Life ſpiritual is Life e+ 
ternal in the Bud, and che will ac. 
length 
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length be fully' blown In Ordinances ati 
heaven upon carch is ſomtimes cnjoyed:- 
Oh tcheth how are the chings unſcen made 
evident! When faith and ſpiritual fenſc 
and experience go together, rhen there 1s 
that which the Apoſtle calls 4 full aſſmrarce 
of wnderanding, Col. 2. 2: 
s+ A fifth Argument ſhall be drawa 
from the earneſt of the Spirit, Eph. 1, 13,14- 
In whom after that ye believed, ye were ſealid 
with that boly S pirit of promiſe,which 15 the tar- 
neſt of our inheritance until the Redempiuen of 
the purchaſed prſſeſſion to the praiſe of bu: Glory, 
' Andin other places we read of the earzeſt of 
the Spirit, The Spirit of wiſdome and reve- 
lation makes the Saints know what is che 
hope of their Calling, and what the riches 
of their glorious inherirance- Agd the Lord 
givcs his Spirit, not only to reycal this co 
chem, but as an carneſt and pledge to af» 
ſure chem of it, and that after they arc 
made mect to be partakers of the life and 
glory which he hath promiſed, they ſhall 
vudoubtcdly cnjoy ic.I come at haſt to the 
Uſes USE I. | Mc 
Of Inftruftion. We may learn the woful 
condition of the ungodly : a Crown there 
is, but not forthe ; a glorious lifeabove, 
buc they ſhall dye.the everlaſting deach.By 
the ungodly I mean theythar allow ow 
eyes 


{elves infing which) che Word and: Con | 


{cience cels chem they ought to calt away- 
Nort-only the open unbelicyer, but the fc» 
cret hypocrite 1s concerned, who 1s an un- 
belieycr as well as the other. When theſe 
do read of Heavens joycs, ic ſhould fill 
them with ſorrow co conſider, that their 
triumph will be but ſhort, and thay joy will laſt 
but fer 4 moment, job 20.5. Thereare theſe 
Five things that will exceedingly aggra- 
yatc the loſs of life to the ungodly. 

I. This life was proffer'd often to the ungodly 
w the Goſpel, The Fountain of living wa- 
ters was not a Fountain ſcaled, but 'twas 
fer open 3 and yer this Fountain wasfor- 
| Caken for che ſake of broken Cifterns. The 
Spirit and the Bride ſay come, the Miniſters 
of theGoſpel ſay come,and the ſinners pre(- 
fing neceflity and want faycs Go,and drink 
of the waters of life, fince thouſmayeſt do 
it freely, Rev. 22.17.2nd yer he refuſcth ro 
accept the invitation. Pardon goes as it 
were a begging, and Glory a begging in 
the Goſpel, and yer neicher are accepted, 
though offered upon terms moſt juſt and 


reaſonable. Oh how will it corrure the 


damned to refle& upon this,that they would 
wet come to Chriſt, though life was aſſured 
upon their coming, F#b, 5. 40. . 
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2.' Twill heightca the miſery of undone ! 
| ſfhaners 
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| finders te 694d what they prefiry'd before this 


Crown of life. On where were their WitS» 
when fin was cheriſked in their hearts, 
while Chriſt ſtood at the door ?: When 
the world that is (0 empty, {o unſtable, fo 
coſnaring,was lookt upon as a better inhe» 
_—_ then that which is incorrupti= 
Hb 

3. Sorn« that periſh, have been net far from 
the kingdaw, The ſpirit of God hath ſtrivens 
their own ſpicits haye been ſtartled, and 
almoſt perſ{waded to turn indeed ; and it 
they had-done ſo,they would have bved ; 
this crowo bad beea their own: But ſome 
fin or othcrwas a card to hold them faſt ; 
ſome command whercin ſuffcring, .ſclt- 
denial, ſtritneſs is enjayned, made them 
firſt demur,then conſulting with fleſh and 
v:00d, rotake offence at Chriſt, and ſo 
away« And "tis an hightniag of mifcry, ro 
have b:zcn; near to, happincſs, 8& through 
our own fault and folly to have mils'r of 


i. 
4+ The ungodly hereafter will have 
| other approbenſian; of this crown which thay have 


| figbred. . When they ſee the Propherss 


and Apoſtles, and Saints in the Kingdom 
and do perceive what a luſtre cheir crowns 
havez what bliſs, ad glory. is their por- 


{tion ; Oh how will they grow mad 
| K " at 
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mad at themſelves for grief and vexarion» 
that they were ſo (ortiſhly ignorant, to 
contemn ſuch a treaſure. | 

5. Deſpair ' of ever gaining that Crown of 
Life will [612.4 upon them. Now there is hope, 
bur hereafter 'the door of heaven, and the 
door of hope too will be ſhut, and neyer 
open'd more. No prayers will be heard. 
- no tears will move compaſhon. Chrilt the 
"giver of life will ſay, depart ye cwr(ed : and 
the” invitagion to come to him will be 
heard n&#'more for cycr. How will deſpe- 
ration torture them, when they conſider 
what they have loſt, and how their !ofs 
is irreparable - Fools they lived, and fools 
they dycd, and then after-wiſdom canno 
at all ayail themn- : 

Bring theſe things to mind, conſider 
and ſhew your felves mcn,O ye tran(- 
greſſours. When life and death were er 
before you,why ſhould death as the beſt of 
the two be choſen ? 

USE II. 

Of Examination. It highlyconcerns all 

to examine wherher they have a right ro 


this Crown of life, or no ? Moſt expe ity] 


but moſt will bz aſhamed of their ua 

groundedHhope and cxpeRation. Toh 

you _— deceiving you own ſouls in 

this ſclf-cxamination,l ſhall deſcribe = | 
l 


that hayca title to this. Crawa, that are 
indeed the; heirs of life - by theſe enſuing 
chara&crs. | 

I. They who hayc a right to the Crown 
f | of lifezare believers #n the Son of God, Job. 3.wle, 
| Hethat beheveth on the Sort of God bath ever- 
© | laſting fe What is it to belieye on Chriſt ? 
'Tr: toricieve bim at he is eff ered #n the Goſpel 
How js Chriſt offered in the Goſpel ? Ar 4 
Prince, and as 4 Savimr. Chriſt cannot be 
received as a Prince, but the dominion of 
fin muſt be pulled down... He cannot be 
reccived as a Saviour,bur our own righte» 
c ouſneſs and ſtrength muſt be look'c upon 
le as inſufficient and unayaluable to ſalya, 
"| tion. He that thus hath accepted che Son, 
YN | hath life by him; r Joh. 5. x 1. 74s 5s th 
record that Ged hath given. ur eternal life ane 
this life 3s 1n.chis Sou, ſeek it elſewhere, d 
«| you will neycrjfind it» | 

2. They whoare heirs to the Crown 

of life, «re quickned by the Spirit, *Tis the 
Spiric that quickens, Joh.6. 63. Sometime 
they were dead in trefſpafſes aud fins 3 buc 
God who is rich in mercy, for the great 
laye wherewith kc loved them, did quick, 
en them by che holy Ghoſt, Epb. 2,4 They 
4 arc alive ro G0d-his ſpiric dwels in chem, 
4 they breathe after him, they. walk in his 
{ waycs; chey do his works they aim ar 
; 2 ' 
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his glory. And ehis life ſpiritual is the fore- 
runner of, and preparative to that which 
is eternal, 3d i661 

'' 3. They who arc heirs to the Crown of 
life, digently bearken to theword of Gr; they | 
arc willing to be reproyed for fm," to 'be 
inftruted concerning duty 3 they hear, 
they keep the word as well as hear' it, 
Prov. 16+ 17. He « inthe way of life that 
keepeth inflrultion, So Prov. 6. 23. For the 
commandment i a Lamp,and the Law ir light, 
and the reproefs of 1ſtyuftion is the way of life. 
The word of God hath not only a convin- 
cing and a converting, and an cdifying 
power, put *ewill pur the crown art laſt up- 
on the head of the faithful : therefore the 
Apoſtle affirms it,eble to grve the inberitance, 
At. 20. 33. And now Bretbren [commend you 
to God, and to the word of bis Grace, which i» 
able to build you up, ard to give you @#» inberi- 
rence among ail them that are ſarttified, * 

4. They who are Heirs tothe Crown of 
Life,do mortifie the deeds of the bedy ; by the 
Spirits help they do ir, Rew. $, 13. If ye live | 
after the fleſh, ye ſhall dye ; but if ye through 
the ſpirit do mortifie the deeds of the bedy,ye ſhall | 
kve, The Heirs of life are weaty of the bos | 
dy of fin and death 3 therefore they crucis« ' 
fie the fleſh with the affcRions and luſts of 
ts They mertifie their members on carth,forni« \ 
% . bl D; cation F 
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bur finiſh their courſe, and keep the fa h, 
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ration uncleanieſs, inordinats offeBion, evil con» 
? eupiſcenceze5 covetouſreſrwhich 11 1delarry, Col. 


3-5. Every fin that they ſee, they look 


upon with an cye of grict and hatred, and. 


ſtrike ac it. 

* $- They whozre heirs to the Crown 
of Lifc bave their fruit n»ro bolmefs, Rom. 
6. 22. But now being made free from fin, and 
biceme the ſervants of Grd, ye have your fruit 
wnto holine|;, and the end woerlaſting life, TW 
pure in heart ſhall ſee the Lord, Mat. 5. 8. his 
back parts now, his face in glory. And tru- 
ly the holy are only fic co behold che Holy 
One. Art thou an enemy to holineſs ? 
Thou arc an encmy to thy own life. The 


heirs of lite underſtand that Ferafalom a- , 
bove is an holy City ; therefore they apply 


C& plead the promiſe of ſanttification;they cleanſe 
themſelves from all filthineſt of the fleſh ex ſpirits 


per felting bolineſs 3n the fear of God, 2 Cor-7.1. - 


6. They who are heirs to the Crown of 
Life perſevere to the end ; they arc faithful to 
thedcath, as the Tex: ſpeaks 3 they hold 
faſt what they have, that none may take 
their Crown away : they not only begi 


and ſo they reccive a Crown of righreouſ- 
neſs at the band of the Lord, the righteous 
Judge. USE IF... 


E, 
S iffee I beſeech you a few wortls [Ex * 
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bertation, and Þ ſhall conclude wichthem. 
' Iz Lerthe (cripus and believing confides 
cation. of this Crown of life, «enlvver and 
quicken you to every duty, Art thou heating 
tor aCrown,and praying for a Crown,and 
Wilt chou hear careleſly, and pray coldly ? 
Doth not ſuch a Kingdom as heaven is, 
deſeryc thou ſkould(t uſe an holy yiolence 
to take it ? what, flochful and dead when 
ſuch glory is in view ? Oh ſtrive.co. eater 
In at the ſtrait gate, that when thou ſcekeſt 
tocnterin at Heavens door, and crycſt 
Lord; Lord, open tom, catrance may not be 
denyed. 
2.Let this Crown of lite be made uſc of 
to ſilence Satan, &f to fence thee againſt tempta- 
tu, When the Devil tells thee of caſe and 
gain and pleaſure, which fin will afford, 
reply,Come O thou lying and deceitful ſpirit, put 
thy caſe and gain and 'pleaſure into one Bdllance, 
of th Sanftuary, and | will put the Crown of 
bfr and glory into the other, and what is (1nful 
caſc to the Saints reſt? or the gain of gold, 


- , tothe Saints glory?or pleaſures for a mo» 


mentzto cternal rejoycing ? Satan will not 
know what to ſay to this, but perceiving 
unlikelyhood of prevailing will flec from 
YOU» 

3. Let this crown of Life {oeſe» your bearts 
frow the wirld, Do not defile! and load 


your 


[C aF } © 
your (elves with thick clay, ds not fick 
faſt cherein, when ſuch glory is ſo certain 
- and nearat hand, Be not defirous of, tor 
content wich a portion in this life,fince you 
arc juſt eatring upon a better. Liycas 
ſtrangers and pilgrims on carth,& declare 
plainly that you ſecck a better country 
then the world hath any- 
4+ Let this crowa of Lifc,feel your bearts 
againſt ſufferings, Fear not what caemnies 
cando, fince the keyes of -heayen hang 
nat attheir-girdle, nor glory is givin at 
their-pleaſure.OurLord ſct the joy befert rom 
| ſo beendured the croſs aud deſpiſed the ſhame;: 
Heb.z2.2.and if you imitate himgrou ſhall 
ar length firdown where he is at Pac digs 
hand 'of the throne of God. 
| 5« Ler chiscrownof life,ſet yes above 1 
four of diſſoltren ; it cannot be enjoyed ti 


your death be natural or- violent, yew 
Naſt not be ſtartled or amazed. ' The 


open to receive you, which are 2 part 
{ hispurchaſe,and his redeemed ones.C | 
underſtands what 'cis to dye,'tisan upufu- 
al tryal, which you can thave' far > fp. 
of bur onee 5 unuſual Rirength ſhall be 
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you arc gone from hence, you mult [dye i, 
before you can live the life above. Ler' ** 


Angels arc: ready to do their office, oy v 
| convey. you to paradiſe : Chriſts arms To 3/4 


o 


' afforded. Tf death were bur lookr upori 
' ohilyas a dark paſſage inro the glorious 
nd lighcſome inheriran :c, it would be no 


longer cerrible, bur defireable. .- | 
6, ter chis crown of Life, make you long 


to. remove time and daycs out of 
the way; and that the wheels of his 
chariot may make greater haſt. Long for 
the time when the heavens ſhall break 
aſlunder, and the faiteſt of ten thouſand 
hall ſkew his facerhrough the clouds;and 
fit upon his great white throne to judge 
the world in righteouſneſs. When he 
comes bis reward will be with biw, Rey. 2 3. 
x2, Nevera Saint ſhall beſcen without a 
crown at that day. And Oh what a 
fpcRacle will it be ro behold che Head; 
and all the members cogether ! ceycry one 
having ona rich 2nd ſparkling diadem ! 
The Saints are deſcribed to be fuch as love 
their Lord: appearing. And there is reaſon 
they ſhould wifh for it: F-r when Chriſt who 
' 8s their life ſhall appear, the ſhall they alſe ap+ 
prar with bim in glory. 


FINIS. 


for your Lords appearing. Oh cry unto him - 
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